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T ories’  chocolate  box  war 


Howard  blamed 
for  ‘disgusting’ 
smear  campaign 


Alan  Travis 
and  Mtchael  White 


ICHAEL 
Howard's 
Tor>’  leader- 
ship cam- 
paign was 
coming  ofr 
the  rails  last  night  after  Ann 
Widdecombe  accused  his  sup- 
porters of  running  a "disgust- 
ing smear"  campaign  bv 
claiming  That  the  sacked  pris- 
ons chief  Derek  Lewis  had 
won  her  support  b\*  wooing 
her  with  Quvi*ers,  chocolates 
anti  dinner. 

The  bizam*  allegation  was 
made  after  Ms  Widd^mbe. 
the  former  Home  Office  min- 
ister. nnnounced  that  she 
would  make  a Commons 
speech  within  the  next  week 
avcusiitg  Mr  Howard,  her  for- 
mei'  boss,  of  having  made 
"vinsustamnble"  statements 
(o  -MPs  about  bis  sotting  of 
Mr  Lewus  in  199S. 

Ms  Widdecombe  said:  "I 
challenge  Mr  Howard  to  dis- 
own this  statement  or  sub- 
vtantiale  it,”  hinting  that  the 


TMKCS  A CAitf  IN  YbUfts 
fi4j£-  P=iRom  efrt.UEwi.S. 


Lewis  aflhir  was  merely  one 
ssrmptqm  of  Ms  Howard's 
“dark  side"  — and  unsuitabil- 
ity for  the  top  job. 

This  settling  of  old  scores 
threatens  to  deal  a fatal  blow 
to  Mr  Howard's  leadership 
hopes.  lUval  candidates  ran 
for  cover  as  the  fight  got 
dirti*. 

Allies  of  Mr  Howard,  the 
former  Home  Secretary,  de 
nied  smearing  Mica  Widde- 
combe while  Peter  Lille}',  up- 
market candidate  of  the 
libertarian  Tory  right, 
plain  he  had  bes^  the  MP 
not  to  go  public  with  her 
claims  — and  did  not  want 
heron  his  ^tmpatgw  twam 

Mr  Lewis,  once  Britain’s 
highest  paid  civil  servant  on 
a salary  of  £167,000  plus  bo- 
nuses. last  night  issued  a fbr- 
mal  statement  denying  he  had 
ever  sent  her  chocolates.  He 
had  sent  her  flowers  once 
when  she  was  ill  and  diwad 
with  her  four  times  after  his 
dismlssaL  nodding  the  Home 
Office  on  each  occasion. 

One  fellow  ex-minister  de- 
spairingly tfoserved:  “We're 
such  experts  at  negatire  cam- 
paigning. this-  was  inevita- 
ble." Others  renewed  de- 
mands for  a stop-gap  leader 
until  their  shattered  part}' 
chained  its  balance. 

Ms  Widdecombe.  aged  49, 
yisterday  said  the  tales  of 
flowers  and  dinners  with  Mr 
Lewis  were  "pure  fletian.  1 
don't  know  whether  to  laugh 
or  be  forious. 

"First  of  all.  nobod}'  woos 
me  with  chocolates  because 
they  have  far  too  much 
respect  for  the  width  of  my 
figure ...  as  for  as  dinners  go. 
the  first  time  I had  dinner 
with  Derek  Lewis  was  mrniths 
after  his  sacking." 

Ms  Widdecombe  claimed 
that  the  "emotional  spinster" 
story  (timing  that  she  had  in 
some  way  been  romantically 


Ann  Widdecombe  at  Westminster  yesterday . . . 'Nobo^  woos  me  with  chocolates’ 


attracted  to  Mr  Lewis  bad 
been  planted  by  Howard's 
supporters  and  was  "amazing 
and  a demonstrable  lie”.  She 
had  sent  flowers  to  Mrs  Lewis 
on  the  day  her  husband  was 
"brutally"  sacked  "for  which 
kindly  thou^t  1 was  bawled 
out  by  Michael  Howard." 

The  revU'al  of  the  row  over 
Mr  Howard’s  rfiMnt-«ai  of  Mr 


Lea’is  in  the  wake  of  Uie 
Parkburst  maximum  securit}' 
escape  started  at  the  weekend 
^en  Ms  Widdecombe  nas 
quoted  telling  colleagues  that 
fliere  "was  something  cf  the 
night"  about  Mr  Howard.  She 
threatened  further  insider 
revelations  of  how  the  fanner 
Home  Secretary  used  Mr 
Lewis  as  a «apegoat 


Ms  Widdecombe  still  hopes 
that  the  Sp^er.  Betty  Bootb- 
royd.  will  let  her  make  a Com- 
mons statement  at  some  point 
after  today’s  rituals  on  the 
Queen's  Speech,  to  ease  her 
"guilt”  at  not  resigning  over 
The  circumstances  of  Mr  Lew- 
is's controversial  dismissal  in 
19So. 

Last  night  she  admitted  she 
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should  have  quit  then.  *7  had 
grave  reservations  about  the 
handling  of  the  Derek  Lewis 
business  which  I believe  to 
have  been  upjust  in  concep- 
UoQ,  brutal  in  its  handling 
turn  to  page  2,  colasin  8 


Tougb  and  toorful,  page  Si 
Laadareomment,  page  S; 
Whean’a  World,  G2  page  7 


Child  agency  to  track  down 
lesbian  mothers’  donors 


Lako  Harding 


ALFSBI-AN  couple  who 
arciflctally  Inseminat- 
ed tbemsolvcs  using  a 

uyrtnKo  and  a P*!l***V-. 
may  he  forced  by  the  Child 
support  .Igeiicy  to  name 
their  iwt»  sperm  don«»rs.  it 
emerged  vosterday. 

The  t'SA  wants  to  tracK 
down  the  two  men  and  de- 
xnimd  they  pay  child  mam- 
teanovc  to  Dawn  and  l4sa 
Whiting-  The  men  sepa- 
rately agreed  to  donate 
Mvsne  nf  their  sperm  to  en- 
able the  women  to  nave 
children.  , 

The  eSA  vcslcrdav  said  it 
could  not  dlwuNS  lndl«d- 
aat  cases.  b«»  hinted  the 
women  — who  are  both  un- 
employed — could  face  a 40 
per  erttf  ent  In  henclils  im- 
hws  they  Identify  the 
UthoriL  Dne  of  the  two  men 
Im  peliev^  to  he  In  pris»>n. 

Dawn,  a 2l-year-«ld  ama- 
Irur  boxer.  i»  n«»w 
moittha  pregnant  al^r 
ueing  a tyrlnge  to  ia-#emi- 
nate  heractf  with  sperm 
{rtunafMond.  , 

Mie  had  prevlou^l.' 
turned  down 
ircaiment  on  the  NHS. 
hahji  ill  expertt^  »n 
her.  Her  lover  » -J' 
year-old  jhnner  RAi-  cook, 
mncelvad  her  daugnter. 


‘Our  child  is 
getting  a good 
upbringing. 
We  have 
nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of 

Dawn  Whitins 


Terri  Leigh  Ann,  now  six 
months  old.  using  sperm 
donated  by  another  man. 
Usm  and  Dawn  “married” 
in  an  informal  gay  cere- 
mony last  October. 

The  couple  found  them- 
selves on  the  ftront  page  of 
yesterday's  Sun  beneath 
The  headline  “Scandal  of 
Britain's  most  selfish 
roums".  Speaking  at  thetf 
home  in  Peterborough, 
Cambridgeshire,  yesterOAy. 
Dawn  said  she  was  upset  at 
the  way  she  and  her  part- 
ner had  been  villfled^'Our 
daughter  Terri  is  Setting  a 
good  upbringiJ«  and  w 
hov  e nothing  to  be  ashamed 
of.*' she  declared.  ^ 

Tli(.  law  prevents  the  CS.A 

pursuing  the  £***^®f* 
children  produced  b> 


sperm  donated  through  fer- 
tiUsation  clinics  licensed 
with  the  Human  FertUlsa- 
tion  and  JGmbryolc^  Au- 
thority. But  the  women's 
method  means  the  fkthen 
of  their  children  can  be 
compelled  to  pay  up. 

**Hiey  would  be  forced  to 
name  the  absent  parent  un- 
less they  could  prove  dis- 
closure would  cause  them 
harm  or  undue  distress."  a 
spokesman  said. 

Be  confirmed  that  a 
parent  in  prison  could  still 
be  assessed  for  mainte- 
nance, even  if  he  was  not  in 
receipt  of  any  wages. 

The  couple  claim  £270  a 
month  in  housing  benefit 
anrf  will  receive  £215  in 
family  support  when 
Dawn's  child  is  bom.  “We 
wanted  a sister  or  brother 
for  Terri  Leigh  Ann."  Dawn 
explained  yesterday. 

Lisa  changed  her  sur- 
name by  de^  poll  to  use 
Dawn's  name,  Whiting, 
following  their  marriage 
ceremony  in  a gay  pub  last 
year. 

According  to  the  Snn. 
Dawn  has  never  had  sex 
u*ith  a man,  resulting  in  a 
technical  “virgin  birth”. 
Her  father  has  “come  to 
terms"  with  the  unortho- 
dox birth  but  Lisa's  father. 
Plfhard  Dawson,  has  not, 
the  paper  claimed. 


Opera  House  discord 
as  chief  executive  quits 


Clara  Loogrigg 


The  chief  executive  ap- 
pointed to  steer  the 
troubled  Ro}ul  Opera 
House  through  twoairi-a-half 
years  of  closure  has  been 
replaced  just  four  mouths 
after  taMag  on  the  job. 

Genista  McIntosh's  sudden 
departure  was  said  to  be  due 
to  iU  health,  and  yestezday  an 
Opera  House  insider  said  she 
was  sufforing  from  stress.  But 
the  news  came  as  a surprise 
to  friends,  who  reported  her 
in  p^ect  health.  One  said 
she  had  been  "deeply  un- 
happy" in  the  job. 

Ms  McIntosh  will  be 
replaced  in  the  £100,000-a-jear 
job  by  Mary  .Allen,  secretary- 
general  oC  the  Arts  Council, 
whose  appointment  was 
agreed  by  the  Opera  House 
board  on  Monday.  An  insider 
at  Che  oouocU.  which  distrib- 
utes grants  and  lottery  money 
to  arts  organisations,  }'ester- 
day  called  the  appointment  a 
“stitch-up,'’ 

There  was  qieculation  that 
disagreements  had  arisen  be- 
tween Ms  McIntosh  and  the 
opera  house  board  over  fund- 
ing. Ms  McIntosh  wanted  fo 
briry;  tiedeet  prices  down  to 
create  a less  forbidding 
environment 

Ms  McIntosh,  who  came  to 
the  Op^  House  foam  the  es- 


Genista  McIntosh:  'deeply 
unhappy*  with  her  job 

ecutive  director's  job  at  the 
National  Ilieatre,  suggested 
in  a recent  interview  that  sbe 
had  not  been  given  full 
powers. 

The  Opera  House,  which 
receives  £9)  million  a year 
from  the  Arts  CounciL  doses 
in  July  for  redevelofaDent.  In 
the  meantime,  the  slimmed- 
down  opera  and  ballet  compa- 
nies will  be  itinerant  The 
Royal  Ballet’s  flrst  borne  is 
tbe  Labatt’s  Apollo  In  Ham- 
mersmith. and  the  Opera  will 
be  installed  for  its  season 
at  tbe  Albert  HalL 

The  Arts  CooDcil  faced 


charges  of  elitism  after  tbe 
opera  bouse  was  awarded  £78 
million  of  lottery  money  for 
redevelopment  Lord  Cowrie, 
Arts  Council  cbairnian,  has 
described  plans  for  tbe  tempo- 
rary dosure  as  a "shambles”. 

Lord  Gowrie  yesterday  ad- 
mitted he  bad  been  worried 
about  tbe  Opera  House,  but 
said  it  would  be  a "total  mis- 
interpretatioD"  to  say  that  tbe 
Arts  Council  bad  waded  in. 
"We  bad  enormous  confi- 
dence in  Genista  McIntosh. 
But  health  is  bealtb. 

"Wben  you  ^ into  a situa- 
tion where  you  have  a £200 
million  project  of  which  £78 
miUioD  is  public  money,  you 
move  into  another  league  of 
administration.  Some  people 
can  take  stress  to  a certain 
levd  and  some  people  can’t" 

Lord  Chadlington.  deputy 
chairman  of  the  Opera  House 
but  better  known  as  PR  su- 
premo Peter  Guauner,  was 
responsible  for  Ms  McIntosh’s 
appointment.  Yesterday  be 
dismissed  speculation  that 
sbe  had  been  pushed  out  of 
office  as  "mendacious 
rumours". 

He  defended  the  speed  of 
Mary  Allen’s  appointment. 
He  said  the  bocud  reviewed 
the  original  applicants  for  the 
job.  among  whom  was  Mrs 
Allen. 
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HGV  shuttles  after 

fidamnins  report 

Into  last  Noveffibe*  s 

Channel  tunnel  fee* 


World  News 


Zaire's  doiiwnrient 

iniposed  an  ovemisht 
curfew  and  gave  the 
army  ord^  to  shoot 
looters  ahead  of 
today’s  geirieral  . 
strike  in  Kinshasa. 


Finance 


City  fund  manage 
called  ftie  proposed 
merger  of  Guinness 
and  Grand  Met  the  ' 
only  solutiOT  for  , 
two  companies  with 
ho  kJeas  f or  grtwtii. 
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Michael  Howard  (left)  and  former  prisons  chief  Derek  Lewis 

Widdecombe  on  Howard: 

‘TTie  only  flowers  1 sent  were  to  Mrs  Derek 
Lewis  on  the  Mr  Lewis  was  dismissed 
...  for  which  kindly  thought  I was  bawled 
out  by  Michael  Howard.” 

Howard  camp  on  Widdecombe: 

“She  has  to  come  out  with  something 
more  detailed  than  simply  saying  that 
Michael  is  somehow  the  son  of  Satan.” 

Howard  on  Lewbc 

“You  are  resigning  with  effect  from  the  end 
of  December,  ff  you  agree  with  this  I shall 
endeavour  to  be  as  cximplimentary  as 
possible  about  your  achievements.” 

Lewis  on  Howard: 

“Howard  the  intellectuai,  the  wixkahoiic 
detail  man  who  carries  his  ambition  on  his 
sleeve,  is  anxious,  insecure  and  apt  to 
react  defensively.  He  lacks  the  common 
touch  of  a ‘people  man*." 

Lewis  on  Widdecombe: 

. a hard-line  right  winger,  a tenacious 
anti-abortion  campaigner,  and  a notable 
convert  to  Catholicism.  Even  Forsyth 
confessed  to  being  scared  of  her.” 


1 Texts  for  Nothing 

- Texty  pro  nic 

The  7th  Prague  Writers’  Festival  presents  a 
selection  of  tine  authors  from  the  Czsoh  Republic 
and  around  the  world.  Meet  them  at  the  Franz 
Kafka  Centre,  Old  Town  Square,  at  7pm  from 

24  to  28  June. 

Tkiujday  24  June 

EL  Doctorow 

USA 

Martin  Vbpenka 

Czetii  R^ublic 

Nuala  Nl  Dhomhnaill 

Ireland 

Viola  Fischerova 

Czech  Republic 

Wuclncnday  25  June 

Andre  du  Bouchet 

France 

Roland  Jooris 

Belgium 

Vladimfr  Kfiv6nek 

Czedi  Republic 

Giuseppe  Conte 

It^ 

Thursday  26  June 

Aharon  Appelfeld 

Israel 

Zinovy  Znik 

Russia 

Jana  BtroibioyS 

Cze<^  Republic 

Raoul  Schrott 

Austria 

FrMasr  27  June 

Janice  Galloway 

Great  Britain 

Igor  PomerantSM 

Russia 

Bena  Stefoi 

Romania 

Dimitris  Nollas 

Greece 

Saturdair  28  June 

Julian  Barnes 

Great  Britain 

Hanna  Krall 

Poland 

Michael  March 

USA 

Arfbinlo  Franco  Alexandre 

Portugal 

The  Prague  Writers’  Festival  is  dedicated  to 

1 Samuel  Beckett 

For  further  details,  please  contact  the  Festive 
Director,  Michael  March,  RevoluCnf  28, 110  00 
Prague  1.  Mobile:  + 420  602  371  478 

I Sponsored  by 
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Sketch 


Saddled  with  an 
unhappy  legacy 


Lawrence  Donegan 


Many  sins  have  been 

committed  in  the  name 
of  "tradition"  but 
there  was  something  particu- 
larly insidious  about  the  ban- 
ning of  woman  riders  from 
taking  part  in  the  Hawick 
Common  Riding. 

]^r  the  uninitiated,  the 
Common  Riding  dates  back  to 
1514.  when  a group  of  "cal- 
lants" — local  youths — gave  a 
bunch  of  uppitj'  Englishmen  a 
good  hiding  and  brought  back 
the  ir  banner  to  the  Borders 
town. 

Give  or  take  a few  historical 
twists  over  the  nesd  four  cen- 
turies. the  event  has  been  cele- 
brated annually  in  Hawick  by 
the  “riding  ouf’of  Che  local 
riders.  Anyone  could  take 
part,  on  two  conditions:  you 
needed  a horse:  and  you 
needed  to  be  male. 

It  isn’t  just  the  blatant  sex- 
ism of  baiming  women,  but 
also  the  fact  that  the  antics  of 
the  "traditionalists”  over  the 
years  have  given  Hawick  a 
bad  name  around  the  rest  of 
Che  couatry  thaC  it  dearly 
does  not  deserve. 

At  nrst  glance  it's  a beauti- 
ful place,  nestling  in  a valley 
and  surrounded  by  rich  for- 
estiy.  The  building  have  a 
prosperous  and  solid  look. 

Hawick's  most  famous  son 
is  Rugby  Union  commentator 
Bin  (“There's  a wee  bit  'o 
argy-bargy  In  the  Line-out”) 
McLaren,  and  it  r^ularly 
returns  a Liberal  MP.  the  most 
recent  being  Archie  Kirk- 
wood. Neither  was  at  the  Com- 
mon Haugb  in  the  town  rantre 
yesterday  afternoon  to  see 
women  take  their  place  in  the 
Hawick  Common  Riding  for 
the  first  time  in  over  60  years, 
which  was  a pity  because  they 
would  have  been  proud  of  a 
commumty  which  had  once 
been  dubb^  the  most  sexist 
in  Britain. 

The  forecast  had  been  fbr 


rain,  with  Intermittent  sklr^ 
mishes  between  the  tradition- 
alists and  supporters  of  the 
two  factory  workers,  2l-year- 
old  Mandy  Graham  and  23- 
year-old  Ashley  Simpson,  who 
forced  the  change  of  policy. 

Instead,  there  was  only  sun- 
shine and  goodwill  as  hun- 
dreds of  townspeople  turned 
out  to  see  off  the  Qrat  mixed- 
sex  Riding  for  decades  on  the 
first  l^<tf  a seven-hour  ride. 

Nineteen  female  riders  took 
part,  some  on  thorou^breds, 
most  on  sedate  fhmily  pets, 
and  one  on  a black  and  white 
Shetland  pony  which  had  all 
the  physical  attributes  of  a 
P&ntamime  horse,  except  the 
athleticism.  Every  one  of  them 
had  grins  on  their  faces  like 
^lit  melons,  Ashley  Simpson 
included. 

‘Tm  Just  glad  that  we’ve 
been  Invited  to  take  part.  It's 
somethii^  that  Fve  always 
wanted  to  do,”  she  said  shyly 
b^ore  mounting  her  horse. 
“There  are  stOl  some  mixed 
foelings  in  the  town.  It  wCQ 
take  some  people  time  to 
adjust’' 

Her  supporters  were  less 
diplor^tic  about  those  who 
had  tried  to  stop  her  riding. 
“They  are  just  a shower  ef 
shits,”  said  70-year-old  Susan 
Dee,  still  breathless  after  a 
sustained  bout  oTctaeeringas 
the  riders  made  their  way  out 
of  town.  Hawick’s  silent  ma- 
jority had  spoken  and  had 
blown  a giant  raspberry  to  the 
town's  "traditionalists”. 

It  must  have  come  as  a terri- 
ble shock  to  discover  they 
were  speaking  for  no-one  btit 
themsdves.  and,  as  the  crowd 
dispersed,  vocal  supporters  of 
the  men-only  rule  were  scarce. 

Eventually  three  were 
found.  The  first  told  me  to  get 
lost,  I was  an  outsider  who 
wouldn’t  understand.  The 
second  said  that  if  women 
were  allowed  to  part,  the 

Rjdiz^  would  become  too  big 
and  police  would  ban  IL 

And  the  third  was  Bruce 
MacTaggert,  cbainnan  of  the 
Common  Riding  Committee. 
“The  fact  is  that  in  the  old 
days  the  young  men  of  the 
town  went  out  to  fight  and  see 
that  their  lands  were  safe, 
whereas  the  woman  stayed  at 
home  and  looked  after  the 
Children."  be  said.  "That's  not 
sexism,  if s re-creating 
history."  . 


Review 


Double-take  on 
dubious  liaisons 


Mick  Martin 


The  Rehearsal/ 

The  Double  bioonstancy 

B^isbury  Playhouse 

SINCE  Jonathan  Cbureh 
became  artistic  director 
of  Salisbury  Playhouse, 
he  has  made  a habit  of  staging 
pairs  of  thematically 
linked  works,  played  in  reper- 
toire by  asin^e  company.  It  is 
most  obviou^  a means  of 
challenging  the  audience  to 
see  shows  ^ey  might  not 
otherwise  come  to.  But  it  also 
gives  theactora  an  opportu- 
nity to  demonstrate  their 
range.  This  point  is  forcefully 
illustrated  In  the  current  pro- 
ductions. Anouilh's  fifties 
drama  ’The  Refaea  r^  in  tan- 
dem with  Marivaux’s  The 
Double  Inconstancy  (wbicb 
happens  to  be  precisely  what 
Is  being  rehearsed  in 
Anouilh's  work). 

The  Rehearsal  begins 
straightforwardly  enough,  in 
the  manner  of  a boulevard 
comedy,  with  a French  count 
casting  the  family's  young 
governess  in  his  own  produc- 
tion of  The  Double  incon- 
stancy. in  order  to  s^uce  her. 
When  this  game  apparently 
turns  serious,  however,  so 
does  Anouilh’s  play.  As  ever 
more  spirited  attempts  are 
made  to  destroy  the  liaison, 
the  layers  of  deceit  and  pre- 
tence are  multiplied,  the 
“fun”  gives  way  to  philosophi- 
cal reflection,  and  the  pain 
and  emptiness  that  lie  beneath 
the  veneer  of  social  conven- 
tion increasingly  take  over  the 
stage. 

Church’s  production  is  im- 


pressive. particularly  in  its 
refusal  to  take  easy  options  as 
it  traces  the  path  from  U^t  to 
dark.  From  the  outset  there  is 
an  edge  of  nastiness  to  the 
otherwise  humorous  depic- 
tion of  the  artificiality  of  those 
wbosuiround  tbeoount,  The 
Interplay  of  reality  and  pre- 
tence Is  managed  with  an  as- 
surance that  underlines  the 
gradual  growth  of  irony.  And 
the  production  builds  care- 
fully to  a bleak  and  powerful 
dimax,  tellin^y  pl^ed  by 
Jules  Melvin  and  Jason  Mor- 
elL  The  result  is  a challenging 
gnri  uncomfortable  evening 
that  relates  The  Rehearsal 
more  closely  than  might  be  ex- 
pected to  the  mood  of  post-war 
France. 

The  mood  of  Church’s  pro- 
duction of  The  Double  Incon- 
stancy could  hardly  be  more 
different  This  is  a high-ener- 
gy, high-decibel,  up-front 
reading  of  the  piece,  played  to 
the  aud  lenee  on  a thrust  stage 
in  near-pan  tomime  style.  If  s a 
lot  of  fUn  and  blows  a hole  in 
the  notion  that  Marivaux’s 
work  is  inaccessible  and 
somehow  rather  forbidding. 
But  one  longs  for  rather  more 
subfiety  and  variation.  Mari- 
vaux’s drama  may  have  its 
roots  in  the  commedia  del- 
i’arte,  but  he  was  also  influ- 
enced by  the  greater  depth 
that  Molidre  brou^t  to 
comedy. 

Judged  in  isolati<xi. 
Church’s  production  may 
seem  to  do  less  t>ian  ootnplete 
justice  to  Marivaux's  pisv-  As 
one  tfa  pair  of  contrasting 
treatments  of  a common 
theme,  it  comes  over  as  ratbw 
more  Interesting.  And  that 
may  be  the  point. 


Eurotunnel  shrugs  off  call  to  phase  out  open-sided  freight  wagons  after  inquiry  into  £200m  blaze 

Tunnel  ‘fire  peril’  remains 


After  the  fire. . .film  crews  record  the  damage  to  vehicles  in  the  open-sided  wagons  after  the  blaxe  last  November  ‘ 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  EcBtor 


UROTUNNEL  last 
n^t  ignored  pres- 
sure firom  the  Gov- 
ernment. fire  offi- 
cers and  the 
Inquiry  into  last  November’s 
r.hannpl  Tunnel  Maa*  and 
refused  to  replace  the  open- 
sided  frel^t  wagons  through 
which  the  fire  raged. 

The  report  into  the  cause  d 
the  £200  million  fire  stops 
short  of  su^estix^  that  the 
wagons  should  be  scrapped, 
but  attacks  "fundamental 
weaknesses”  in  the  safety  sys- 
tem and  Inadequately  trained 
staff. 

But  the  chairman  of  the 
Channel  Tunnel  safety  au- 


thority, Roderick  Allison, 
said  he  would  welcome  a deci- 
sion by  Eurotunnd  to  phase 
out  tte  wagons  "with  open 
arms." 

The  deputy  prime  minister. 
John  Prescott,  added  his 
doubts  about  file  design  of  the 
wagons. 

"Safety  must  be  para- 
mount," he  said  last  night 

The  Fire  Brigades  Union, 
which  has  constantly  opposed 
the  open  lattice  wagons,  is  to 
seek  an  urgent  meetli:^  with 
Mr  Prescott  and  the  Home 
Secretary,  Jack  Straw. 

It  said  yesterday  that  the 
wagons  should  be  banned 
from  the  tunneL 

But  Eurotunnel,  which  yes- 
terday said  that  486,359  pas- 
sengers had  used  the  tunnel 
last  month,  rejected  su^es- 


tions  that  the  design  should 
be  changed.  The  freight  shut- 
tles are  300  metres  long  and  it 
has  just  ordered  miot^r  two 
at  a cost  of  £130  million  to 
meet  growing  demand. 

The  company  Is  stOl  wait- 
ing for  clearance  from  the 
British  and  French  govern- 
ments. but  plans  to  resume 
the  HGV  services  next  montii, 
and  is  offerii^  free  trials  to 
costomers  before  the  end  of 
the  month. 

Mr  Allison,  whose  commit- 
tee includes  fire  and  safety  ex- 
perts, denied  that  its  decision 
was  due  to  commercial  pres- 
sures from  EurotunneL  He 
said  there  were  always  poss- 
ible improvements  and  if  the 
company  came  forward  with 
proposals  to  enclose  the  shut- 
tles they  would  be  welcomed. 


The  open-sided  shuttles 
would  be  phased  out  “when 
they  reach  the  end  of  their 
useful  life'’. 

The  report  discovered 
“errors  and  ddays”  when  the 
Ore  was  tackled  12  miles  out 
from  the  French  coast  on  the 
ni^t  of  November  18  during 
which  30  lorry  drivers  were 
evacuated.  It  s^  that  the  sys- 
tem for  having  a fire  alert 
was  deficient  and  its  weak- 
ness had  been  exposed  la  an 
emergency  exercise  eight 
days  before  the  fire  occurred. 

Ihe  report  says  that  four  se- 
curity guards  on  the  French 
side  reported  flames  up  to  six 
feet  high  on  the  shut- 

tle train  as  it  entered  the  tun- 
It  said  that  the  “over-, 
riding  requirement  fbr  sound 
communications"  collapsed 
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at  an  early  sta^  and  that 
passengers  and  crew  inhaled 
fUmes  “of  increasing  toxic- 
Itsr’’ fear  20  minutes. 

Jeremy -Beecdi.  Kent  chitf 
fire  officer,  who  has  been  crit- 
ical of  file  open  design, 
said  that  as  a fire  officer  he 
would  prefer  to  see  Eurotun- 
nel using  a closed  design  fiv 
its  wagonk:'But  file  ourrmit 
design  did  not  Immediately 
render  the  system  “danger- 
ous or  onasal^”. 

Kent  fireaghters  are  con- 
sider^ whether  to  rescue 
passengers  and  staff  only,  ^ 
Doling  vehicles,  in  the  event 
cf  another  tunnel  fire.  Btit  Mr 
Beech  said  he  was  confident 
that  the  KBD  would  not  take 
industrial  actiem  over  the 
issue. 

Other  senior  fire  officers 


Ex-dictator  confronts  victim’s  daughter 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 


Warwick  university's 
dedsion  to  oBer  an 
undergraduate  place  to 
Valentine  Strasser,  the  former 
mRitary  dictator  of  Sierra  Le- 
one, sparked  fresh  controversy 
yesteiday  when  a fellow  stu- 
dent spoke  out  about  how  his 
regime  Imprisoned  her  fathpr 
and  y-rrioH  liar  unrip. 

Captain  Strasser,  aged  31. 
seized  power  in  Sierra  Leone 
after  a coup  In  1992  and  ran 
the  country  until  be  was 
ousted  last  year.  Amnesty 
accused  his  troops  of  torture 
and  executions,  and  the  US 


State  Department  said  there 
were  reports  of  summary  exe- 
cutions and  mutilation  of 
prisoners. 

In  spite  of  a threatened  boy- 
cott by  lecturers,  he  will  start 
a three-year  degree  course  at 
the  law  school  in  September  if 
be  achieves  the  required 
Bxam  grades  this  month. 

The  university’s  attitude 
was  criticised  yesterday  by 
Benrina  Eanu.  a 22-year-oId 
student  in  her  third  year  in 
the  same  department  She 
said  her  father,  Ben  Kanu, 
was  Sierra  Leone’s  minister 
for  industry  and  state  enter- 
prises who  was  jailed  with 
other  members  of  the  cabinet 
when  Capt  Strasser’s  troops 


took  controL  He  was  held  fbr 
18  months  in  the  Pademba 
Road  prison  in  Freetown  and 
then  put  under  bouse  arrest 
until  1995. 

Ms  Kanu  said  her  unde  was 
Bambay  Kamara,  the  former 
inspector  general  of  police, 
who  was  killed  in  the  same 
prison  at  Christmas  1992. 

She  said  the  university’s 
international  office  showed 
great  insensitivity  in  failing 
to  consult  her  about  Capt 
Strasser’s  arrival  on  campus 
where  he  is  attendii^  Friday 
lectures  while  doing  a founda- 
tion course  at  a Coventry 
college. 

T bumped  into  htm  first 
when  he  was  trying  to  chat  up 


my  friend.  I pulled  her  away 
and  he  anri  hfg  friends  threat- 
ened me.  Later  he  said  he 
knew  who  I was,  but  1 said  I 
didn’t  want  to  talk  to  him. 

"His  friends  came  up  to  me 
and  told  me  to  watch  what  1 
say.  They  said  I could  put 
myself  in  big  trouble  if  1 upset 
this  man.” 

Ms  Kanu  said  she  did  not 
report  the  threat  to  the  univer- 
stUr  authorities.  She  was  hop- 
ing to  get  her  d^ree  bdhte 
Capt  Strasser  started  ftiQ-time 
attheuniver^. 

Sammy  Adalman,  a lecturer 
who  is  leading  campus  pro- 
tests against  teaching  the  for- 
mer dictator,  said:  "If  the 
university  had  been  prepared 


to  admit  former  Nazis  to  the 
law  school,  Jevrish  students 
would  understandably  be 
in  arms  about  having  to  be  in 
the  same 'departmoit  Ben- 
rina  is  entitle  to  file  same 
reject  It  must  have  been  a 
terrible  shock  for  her  to  see 
thla  man  gsi  campOS." 

Peter  Duxm,  the  university 
Qwkeanan.  said  M9  Sana 
had  not  been  on  campus  wh^ 
Capt  Strasseris  application 
came  via  the  United  Nations 
last  summer.  Stoduits  were 
consulted  through  the  Afro- 
Caribbean  society  and  the 
issue  was  discussed  with  Ms 
Eanu’s  flatmates,  but  there 
had  be^  no  way  of  Locating 
her  in  time. 


Golfing  hazard  that  doctors  have  got  licked 


Chris  Mhin 

Medical  Corrospondent 


Golf  books  the  world 
over  are  full  of  advice 
on  the  game.  But  to 
the  acknowleged  rules 
must  now  be  added  a new 
imperative.  Golfers  who 
value  their  health  should 
never  lick  the  balL 
Doctors  yesterday 
slapped  a health  warning 


on  the  practice  after  a 
retired  engineer  contracted 
hepatitis  as  a result. 

The  discovery  was  made 
by  Connor  Bnrke  and  his 
colleagnes  of  the  James 
ConnoUy  Memorial  Hospi- 
taL  D^lin,  after  stndying 
the  case  of  the  6S-yearold 
who  came  to  their  unit  with 
a two-month  history  of 
lethargy,  stomach  pains 
and  nrlnary  problems. 

Althongh  his  GP  bad  di- 


agnosed jaundice,  the  man 
bad  no  contact  with  the  dis- 
ease and  had  not  cec^ved  a 
blood  transfusion. 

The  doctors,  reporting 
the  case  in  the  journal  Gut, 
say  the  patient  was  fbund 
to  have  hepatitis.  Ihe  key 
came  with  his  revelation 
that  he  ei^oyed  a daily 
game  of  golf.  After  his  diag- 
nosis. be  rang  the  ho^tai 
to  say  that  signs  on  his 
local  course  were  warning 


against  n«ifi»g  the  ball  as 
weedkiller  was  in  use.  The 
type  was  2,4-D,  known  as 
agent  orange. 

The  doctors  state:  “He  ad- 
mitted habitually  licking 
his  golf  ball  to  dean  it,  par- 
ticularly on  the  greens, 
where  the  greatest  concen- 
tration of  the  weedkiller  Is 
applied.  Thereafter  be 
c^sed  his  habit  and  within 
two  months  his  liver  func- 
tion tests  had  retmened  to 


normal  and  he  felt  welL" 

The  man,  doubting  the  dt 
agnosis.  bcgsui  Uddng  his 
ban  agwiw  and  the  condl- 
tlon  retnoied.  img  now 
learned  his  lesson. 

The  doctors  say:  **He 
plays  golf  r^nlarly,  canies 
a da]^  cloth  to  Me 
golf  baU,  awd  remains  wen 
to  date,  with  normal  liver 
function  tests  five  years 
after  his  ' acute 
presentation." 


What  went 
wrong 


□ Fire  detectors  in  the 
tunnel  gave  only 

xmeonfirmed  alarms  of  the 
blaztaigfire. 

□ The%n-board  fire 
detectors  on  the  train  foiled 
to  give  au  early  alarm. 

□ Staff  in  the  rail  control 
centre  “numerous 
mistakes**  and  their 
training  was  deficient  and 
ill-adapted. 

□ They  failed  to  halt  other 
ixains  in  ibb  tunnel  to 
prevent  smoke  and  ftames 
building  up. 

□ Eurotunnel  safe^ 
managers  foiled  ft)  act  on  a 

^fFperfrfwmawi-a  audit  last 

.year  which  revealed  **many 
areas  of  concern”  In  the  rail 
control  centre. 

□ The  supplementary 
ventilation  system  was 
activated  too  late.  15 
minutes  after  the  fire  train 
had  stopped. 

□.  Essmttial  instmetions 
**were  either  forgotten, 
incorrectly  applied,  ^plied 
too  late.  Drained  in  a 
different  oriier  to  that 
porescribed**. 

□ IttooklSmihutesfbr 
Kent  police  to  receive  the 
message  that  the  fire  was 
being  treated  as  a bi- 
national emergency. 

□ Crossover  doors  in  the 
tnnnel  should  have  been 
shut,  but  were  open  at  the 
time  of  the  incident. 


'damned  tunnel  safety 
procedures. 

R<Ain  Currie,  chairman  of 
the  dhief  and  assistant  chief 
fire  officers*  association 
Channel  Tunnel  working , 
party,  said  that  the  risk  to 
passengers  and  crew  could 
have  been  avoided  if  Eurotun- 
nel staff  at  all  levels  been 
properly  trained.  He  said  he"; 
was  wcMTied  that  this  foilure  ' 
aigdied  not  only  to  the  HGV  ; 
shuttles,  but  to  the  totulst ' 
shuttle,  which  was  quickly : 
restored  after  the  fire.  ■ 

Eurotunnri’s  spokesman. . 
J<fon  Nouhon,  said  that  many 
of  the  report’s  criticisms  had 
already  been  impteoienfed  by ; 
the  cmnpany,  which  had  been 
working  closely  with  the 
safety  authority  for  the  past : 
sixmonths. 

(I 


Howard  camp 
blamed  for 
‘disgusting 
smears’ 


continued  from  page  1 ; 

and.  by  my  standards,  very, 
dubious  in  defending,’’  she: 
told  Channel  4 News. 

Behind  file  scenes,  the  Ubw-i 
ard  camp  whispered  Qiat  It' 
was  not  enough  fbr  Ms  Widde- ! 
combe  to  describe  their  manf 
as  "the  son  of  Satan’’  — she 
would  have  to  come  iip  with ' 
detailed  allegations  if  her! 
cbai^  were  to  stick.  | 

On  the  record,  Mr  Howard 
would  only  deny  that  he  mis- 
led Parliament  over  the  Lewis 
aSain  “The  truth  is  there  for 
all  to  see  and  I am  absedutely 

convinced  I took  the  Ti^t  de- 

dsion,”hesaid- 

It  all  proved  for- too  personal 
for  ^ter  Later,  ye^eiday.  .MS 
^^ddecoDobe  had  iw. 

Stif  a supports  anri 

might  have  thou^  . foe' was 
running  a aaimtagB  canuEtisn 
<mhi8bfoa]£ 

But  the  fortner  Social  Secu- 
rity Secretary  said  last  iHaht 
"1  do  not  think  it  right  for  ' 
anybody  in  the  course  of  this 
canq)aign  to  inrfnlpa  in  per- 
sonal criticism  of  candidal 

‘Tfifaeytove  disagreement* 
with  candidates  . . . the  righl 
way  to  do  that  is  to  go  to  fix 
leader  of  the  party  and  seek  tc 
resolve  those  differences  clif 
rectly  with  h*m  1q  private.”  « 
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Building  wotic  under  way  yesterday  at  the  Royal  Opera  Boose,  Govott  Garden.  The  £200  miUlon  redevelopmotit  prtiiee±  Is  upected  to  take  2V*  years  to  ncrroGRmrcAViDssinoE 

Shambolic  nights  at  the  opera 


It  is  a libretto  worthy  of  the  Marx 
Brothers  as  morale  hits  a new 
low,  reports  Clare  Longrigg 


The  Royal  Opera 
House  is  no 
stranger  to  blood- 
letting. Innocents 
are  slaughtered 
nightly  on  its  boards. 
Appropriately  enough,  last 
night  the  Opera  was  stag- 
ing Strauss's  Blcctra, 
described  as  a “happy  axe- 
wielding  murder*'. 

But  Corvent  Garden  has 
seen  more  than  Its  share  of 
dramatic  disaster.  The 
backstage  tantrums,  scenes 
of  incompetence  and  ruth- 
less summary  dismissals 
provided  rich  material  for 
a (ly-on-lfae-wall  television 
documentaiy  last  year  » 
an  exposure  which  has 
probably  done  the  House  no 
favours  in  the  eyes  of  the 
great  British  public. 

The  latest  controversy 
about  the  sudden  departure 
of  its  new  chief  executive 
hits  the  Ro>'ul  Opera  House 
at  a particularly  bad  time. 

T^erw  have  been  large- 
scale  redundancies  and 
morale  is  extremely  low. 


The  Opera  and  Ballet, 
which  used  to  share  the 
building  In  Covent  Garden 
in  conditions  best  described 
as  cramped,  are  about  to 
become  homeless  for  two 
and  a half  years  while  the 
site  is  redeveloped  at  a cost 
of  £200  million. 

Plans  for  the  interim, 
leaked  piecemeal  to  tbe 
press  and  officially 
revealed  late  in  tbe  day. 
have  been  described  as 
shambolic. 

Lord  Gowrie  has  lam- 
basted Covent  Garden's  for- 
mer managemeat  team.  Sir 
Jeremy  Isaacs  and  Sir 
Angus  Stirling,  saying  they 
failed  to  plan  the  exile 
years  properly  and  bad  left 
(wo  resident  companies 
“homeless**. 

The  first  plan  was  to 
build  a “bubble"  construc- 
tion beside  Tower  Bridge  as 
a temporary  home,  but  the 
plan  fell  apart  whra  no  one 
could  decide  what  to  do 
with  tbe  structure  once  the 
opera  moved  back  to 


The  Arts  Council 
secretary-general 
Mary  Allen  (left)  is 
stepping  into  the 
breach  amid 
choruses  of 
acrimony 


Cov’ent  Garden,  in  a far- 
ther blow,  the  Royal  Albert 
Hall  declined  to  host  the 
ballet  for  part  of  Its  season. 

The  itinerant  perfor- 
mance repertoire,  particu- 
larly for  tbe  ballet,  has 
been  called  dreary,  and  tbe 
companies'  temporary  ac- 
commodation dismal  and 
inappropriate. 

Genista  McIntosh  was 
forced  repeatedly  to  post- 
pone announcements  until 
she  was  sure  that  she  could 
announce  a season  In  the 
rebuilt  Sadler's  Wells  for 
1998-99. 

Tbe  ROH  has  come  under 


hostile  public  scrutiny 
since  receiving  £78  million 
of  lottery  money  towards 
restoration  of  its  Covent 
Garden  home.  Tbe  award 
was  attacked  as  elitist,  and 
has  proved  something  of  a 
PR  disaster  for  Opera  and 
Arts  Council. 

Tbe  companies  will  leave 
tbe  Opera  House  with  a £4.5 
million  debt  banging  over 
them. 

The  Arts  CounciL  w’hich 
provides  the  ROH  with  a 
subsidy  of  £20  million  a 
year,  has  attempted  to 
strong-arm  tbe  company'  to 
get  Its  affairs  in  order.  It 


Homeowners  face  further  rate 
rise  and  threat  of  lower  Miras 


Riehnni  Thomas 
BeoiMKnIes  Correspondent 


lOMEOWNERS  Cuv  ;i 
Isnnnncr  doubli' 
[whammy  of  higher 
i;igc  citsLv  and  Uh>  thix’.at 
;Uu'ihI  nwt  roliW  as  the 
Ilf  England  gMrs  np  fi»r 
interest  rate  hike's  and 
luvi'iiiment  tries  to  fill 
ihllc  linanct's  W.ick  hole. 
Iking  its  jiewly-mclcpcn- 
ijiiiscles.  the  Rank 
:>d  yesieitl.iy  that  the 
mment  w.is  si'l  w mi>s 
Illation  Ltrgn  in  (wo 
‘ tune  and  tlvu  there 
■likely  lo  I**'  nwHl  for 
intxlomte  tishii'Miuig  ut 
onths.ihi’.hV. 
pile  Lnsi  ww'k's  ijuartiT 
ri»!  in  the  e««st  of  hor- 
IK  to  f>.2Tiin'r  rvnu  lltc 
sitid  the  tpnckoniiig 
of  the  housing  market 
i-ry  and  rwmg  "ayes. 
I continue  to  fueJ  pricv 
an*.s. 
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more  interest  rate  rises  are 
coupled  with  a hit  on  Miras, 
this  would  be  tantamount  to  a 
fairly  atuyressive  slowdown 
onthem.irker.” 

However.  Mr  Garrard 
added  that  house  prices  had 
enou^  steam  to  keep  rising, 
.illjelt  ut  a more  modest  rate. 

Yosterd.'iy  the  Britannia 
Buddmu  Society,  which  has 
Wfluu  borrowers,  reacted  be- 
Uitodly  to  last  Tuesdas’'s  pol- 
iev  tightening  by  raising  its 
lehdint;  niie  by  0.35  percent- 
age  poiitls  to  T.S  per  cent. 

A wwk  after  the  Govem- 
nieni  ir.insfprred  responsi- 
bility for  interest  rates  to 


Threadneedle  Street,  tbe 
Bank's  economics  dir^or, 
Mervyn  King,  delivered  a 
hawkish  lecture  on  the  need 
to  act  early  and  decisively 
against  the  inOation  risk. 

He  admitted  that  hi  the 
short  term,  the  prospects  for 
inflation  were  good  — largely 
because  of  the  downward 
pressure  on  prices  e.xerted  bv* 
the  strong  pound  — but  in- 
sisted that  the  Bank's  Job  was 
to  look  foither  ahead. 

“Simpb*  hitting  the  infla- 
tion target  this  year  is  not 
enough  in  terms  of  meeting 
the  target  two  years  ahead." 
he  said. 


With  consumeta  expected 
to  splash  out  with  cbeir  build- 
ing society  flotation  wind- 
falls. Mr  King  said  the  cur- 
remly  low  level  of  inflation 
could  not  be  sustained  aitii- 
out  corrective  action. 

Beneficiaries  of  last 
month's  .-Mliance  & Leicester 
flotation  cashed  in  a quarter 
of  their  flee  shares,  against 
expectations  that  only  around 
10  per  cent  would  be  sp&it  im- 
mediately, the  Bank  mid. 

Mr  King  added  that  after  a 
Call  of  500,000  in  the  number 
of  unemplo>*ed  since  tbe  be- 
gimiing  last  year,  wages 
were  growing  at  5 per  cent  a 
year  — a rate  whtoh  he  said 
was  not  consistent  with  the 
Treasury's  2.5  per  cent  infla- 
tion target. 

“We're  already  sailing 
prett>'  close  to  the  wind  on 
earnings  growth,"  he  said. 

The  Bank  refused  to  say 
when  the  next  increase  in 
rates  would  come,  although 
the  next  meeting  OS  the  new 
nine-strong  interim  Monetary 
Policy  Committee  is  likely  to 
be  after  the  budget. 

“If  a week  is  a long  time  in 
politics,  24  hours  is  a Jong 
time  in  central  banking,"  Mr 
King  said. 


Notebook,  Bank  puahaa  for 
te  rlaaa,  page  11 


■j^^^^JSSndSoodheroin^  sr^dal  over 
Switzeriand’s  role  in  laundering  Nazi  wealth  and_ 
ombezzl'mg  Jewish  savings  while  officially  remaining 
a neutral  country  during  the  second  wortd  wrar. 

The  man  who  blew  the  whistle  on  Swiss  banks  and  Nazi  gold 


has  reportedly  warned  that 
the  £23.5  million  so  far 
withheld  from  its  lottery 
award  will  only  be  deliv- 
ered if  the  Opera  House  can 
clear  its  debts. 

in  the  ROH's  first  attempt 
to  cut  costs.  280  of  its  800 
staff  have  been  made 
redundant  before  the  move. 

To  add  to  its  troubles,  it 
has  become  embroiled  in  a 
long-running  dispute 
which  looks  l^ely  to  lead 
to  industrial  action. 

Yesterday  ballot  papers 
were  issued  to  backstage 
workers  who  will  vote  on 
whether  to  strike  over  cuts 
to  their  touring  allowances. 

Morale  has  got  so  low 
that  staff  have  created  a sa- 
mizdat paper  called  Soap 
Opera,  charting  gaffes  and 
misdemeanonxs  and  con- 


taining harsh  criticism  of 
management. 

Even  before  the  present 
tronbles,  staff  were  demor- 
alised. The  former  director. 
Sir  Jeremy  Isaacs,  ruled  in 
dictatorial  style. 

So  far  1997  has  been  a bad 
year  for  the  Opera  Honse. 
In  March  in-honse  catering 
staff  were  replaced  with  a 
new  firm,  whose  efforts 
Lord  Chadlington  de- 
scribed as  “indescribably 
awful".  Then  contractors 
sliced  throngh  power 
cables,  bringing  the  lights 
down  unexpectedly.  And  in 
the  same  month  the  lights 
in  tbe  pit  Coiled,  forcing  the 
orchestra  to  grind  to  a halt 
during  a performance. 

The  latest  episode  is  one 
drama  tbe  Opera  conld 
probably  well  do  without. 


Cook  set  to 
take  Britain 
back  into 
Unesco 


Ian  Black 
Diplomatic  editor 


RTTAIN  is  to  rejoin 
Unesco.  the  United 
Nations’  educational, 
scientific  and  cul- 
tural organisation,  which  it 
left  12  years  ago  complaining 
of  inefficiency  and  a Third 
World  bias,  it  emerged  last 
night. 

The  decision  is  to  be  an- 
nounced in  tbe  foreign  policy’ 
section  of  tbe  Queen's  Speech 
today,  along  with  plans  for  a 
White  Paper  setting  out  objec- 
tives for  the  new  Department 
for  International  Develop, 
ment  and  proposals  for 
streamlining  Britain's  over- 
seas trade  promotion. 

In  opposition  LaLour  had 
pledged  to  rejoin  Unesco 
‘With  minimum  delay " but 
strikingly  is  going  ahead  now 
without  a pai^el  decision  by 
the  United  States,  which  in 
1981  led  a walkout  at  a time  of 
close  ideological  links  be- 
tween Margaret  Thatcher  and 
Ronald  Reagan. 

Today's  announcement  is 
being  seen  as  another  indica- 
tion of  the  new  government's 
determination  to  move  fast  on 
implementing  ke>-  manifesto 
commitments. 

Robin  Cook,  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  told  fellow  Euro- 
pean foreign  ministers  yester- 
day that  tbe  decision  wtis  im- 
minent His  comments  were 
apparently  prompted  by  the 
fhet  that  the  Western  Euro- 
pean Union  meeting  he  was 
attending  was  being  held  at 
Unesco’s  Paris  headquarters 

“Unesco  is  a very  impor- 
tant international  organisa- 
tion." be  said.  “It  is  impor- 
tant that  Britain,  because  of 
its  own  very  wide  interna- 
tional links,  and  because  of 
the  imporiance  of  language  as 
a means  of  communication, 
should  be  part  of  that 
organisation." 

Britain  was  a founder  mem- 
ber of  Unesco  but  it  left  in 
1985.  complaining  that  tbe 
organisation  had  suffered 
from  waste.  over-poUticisa- 
tioD  and  obscure  program- 
ming There  was  also  concern 
that  it  posed  a threat  to  press 
fieedom  with  plans  for  a 
‘‘new  world  order  of  commu- 
nication" that  many  felt 
would  boost  the  rote  of  gov- 
ernment-controlled news 
media  in  tbe  Third  World. 

Staffing  levels  were  cut  and 


performance  improved  when 
its  director.  Amadou  M'Bow 
of  Senegal,  was  replaced  by 
Spain's  Federico  Mayor,  who 
since  concentrated  on 
core  activities  such  as  the 
preservation  of  some  400  heri- 
tage sites. 

The  Conservative  govern- 
ment acknowledged  that  im- 
provements bad  been  made, 
but  a decision  to  rejoin  was 
held  up  by  a dispute  between 
the  Foreign  Office  and  the 
Overseas  Development  Ad- 
ministration (now  replaced  by 
the  independent  Department 
for  International  Dev^pmem 
under  Clare  Short)  over  the 
£11  miUion  annual  dues. 

But  tbe  Tories  also  made  it 
clear  that  Britain  would  not 
rejoin  before  the  US,  even 
though  Washington  has  indi- 
cated that  it  is  being  delayed 
only  by  budgetary  problems. 

Malcolm  Harper,  the  direc- 
tor of  the  United  Nations 
Association,  said  last  night: 
"We're  really  delighted.  It’s 
so  good  we’re  going  back  on 
the  merits  of  the  case  and  be- 
fore the  .-Americans,  because 
we  came  out  on  their  coat- 
tails. This  government  is  not 
just  banging  around  like  the 
Tories  waiting  for  others  to 
take  tbe  lead." 

John  Gordon.  Britain’s  last 
permanent  representative  to 
Unesco,  said  the  1985  decision 
to  quit  had  been  imposed  by 
Dou-nins  Street.  “It  was  taken 
in  accordance  with  an  agenda 
based  on  a scorn  for  multi- 
lateralism and  consensus- 
buOding  and  working  in  good 
faith  for  change  inside  the  UN 
system. 

“It  reflected  close  ideologi- 
cai  links  between  the  new 
right  in  Wasb'ington  and  Lon- 
don. reinforced  by  heav>-  lob- 
bying by  the  then  ascendant 
US  Heritage  Foundation.  Such 
bully-boy  tactics  are  quite 
inappropriate  for  today." 

Unesco's  world  heritage 
sites  include  Stonehenge,  the 
Tower  of  London,  tbe  pyra- 
mids and  Auschwitz.  It 
helped  save  Egypt's  Abu  Sim- 
bel  temple  when  the  Aswan 
dam  was  coostructed  and  ap- 
pealed for  funds  to  restore  the 
Stari  Most  bridge  in  war-rav- 
aged Mo&tar  in  Bosnia. 

In  Paris.  Unesco  spokesman 
Tom  Forstenzer  said  that  the 
organisation  was  delighted  at 
the  UK's  decision  to  return 
and  that  it  "hoped  that  posi- 
tion wili  be  taken  by  other 
former  member  states". 
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Ulster 
fears 
rise  as 


second 

Catholic 

kiiied 


David  Sharrock  reports 


The  abduction  and 
murder  of  a 62-year- 
old  Catholic  man 
stoked  fears  yester- 
day that  a loyalist 
campaign  of  random  sectar- 
ian killings  had  bran  renewed 
in  Northern  Ireland. 

Sean  Brown,  a father  of  six 
and  chairman  of  the  Wolfe 
Tone  Gaelic  AthJetic  Associa- 
tion  sports  club,  in  BeUaghy, 
Co  Londonderry,  was  ab- 
ducted shortly  before  mid- 
night on  Monday  as  he  was 
locking  the  clubhouse. 

His  body  was  fbund  an  hour 
later  10  miles  away  beside  his 
burning  car  near  the  M23  at 
Randaistoi\'n,  Co  Antrim.  He 
had  been  shot  in  the  head. 

The  Royal  Ulster  Constabu- 
lary said  there  was  evidence 
of  a Struve  at  the  hall  and 
that  his  murder  had  all  the 


hallmarks  of  a sectarian  kill- 
ing. No  organisation  has 
claimed  responsibility. 

In  a statement  last  night, 
Mr  Brown's  family  said  they 
had  no  doubt  that  be  had  been 
murdered  by  loyalist  parami- 
litaries because  of  his  promi- 
nent role  in  the  Gaelic  Ath- 
letic Association  (GAA). 

Last  Friday  Robert  Hamill, 
a Catholic,  died  after  13  days 
in  a coma  foDowing  a severe 
beating  in  Portadown.  Co  Ar- 
magh-  A number  of  Protes- 
tant youths  have  been 
charged  with  bis  murder. 

On  Saturday,  the  Irish 
National  Liberation  Army 
murdered  police  officer  Dar- 
ren Bradshaw  while  be  was 
off  duty  in  a Belfast  gay  bar. 

On  the  same  day  Ivan 
Heatherlngton.  a Protestant, 
was  sevei^  beaten  in  Ixm- 


News  in  brief 


Prosecutions  over 
oil  tanker  disaster 


THE  Environment  Agency  is  to  mount  criminal  prosecutoM 

over  the  Sea  Empt^  oil  tanker  disaster  In  February,  1996,  n 

was  announced  yesterday- No  details  of  the  projective 
diarpea  have  bem  released,  bat  the  Ministry  crf^^MigportaM 

the  Milfbrd  Haven  Poit  Authority  are  expected  to  tepreee^^ 

fbr  their  part  in  flie  botdied  salvage  «Wtion  which  IMW 

apiTiingintoiheaea.ItWDnlahetnenrsr 

Htwa  thft  mini.irfTy  hWft  proseention. 

Amonthagothaa^jencyasltedlWendsoftheEarthto  • 
postpone  plans  to  prosecute  while  it  consldwed  Its  own  action. 

Tt>py  Jiinipgr,  from  ft>E,  sald:  **Weare  deUgfated  they  have 

decided  to  do  their  duty  and  we  wait  with  our  own  evtdmioe  to 


Whales  ‘driven  from  scias’ 


WHAIES  are  being  driven  feom  large  areas  of  Qie  seas  arou^ 
Britain  because  of  explosions  and  oflier  undSTwater  distuihances 

caused  hyoflesptorafl<w.scienftste  said  yesterday. 

ftiaipnwri  tinipiiiTi  e-tpw-ta;,  ftgmimivaaibes  in  Brit- 

abi.  Canada,  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  heJleve  ffiat  sei^mc 
tests  to  chec^  vriiethear  the  sea  bed  contains  oQ  serknidy  affect 
nmmal  whale  acttvl^.  The  r^eatedunderwata:  Masts  rfsoi^ 
could  “stampede’*  the  whales;,  and  may  account  fOrtbegrounding 
ofgroupsofqpermwhalesinfheNorttiSealastyear. 

lqy>Hpa^ffxnha^f>ar^^^^rJ];^hhllmownto^veC10eetO 

nTTTiigrg*ppji|rttba  ftneaht,  parHraiiariy  in  the  north-west 

cf  sooQand  vdiere  oQ  e^^oratimi  is  intensi&ing. 

‘nv*ft«iBnHgtgheikti»p*>iarfpiTM«»1in<»aTw»ftdtpbeferinore 

wh^higtwn-OTHqyiflialiTiftflmiiPataTtpntni'nirjmiaetlierffectOn 

whales.  — AudHroien 


Colleagues  of  mnrdered  RUC  oCBcer  Darien  Bradshaw  at  his  funeral  in  Antrim  yesterday  photograph-  crispm  rooweu. 


donderry  in  an  apparent 
reprisal  attack  for  the  death 
of  Mr  HamilL  A number  oe 
Catholic  youftis  have  been 
charged  in  connection  with 
the  attack. 

As  the  sectarian  tempera- 
ture continued  to  rise  there 
were  reports  from  Dungan- 
non, Co  IVrone.  that  several 
Protestant  homes  and 
churches  have  been  the  sub- 
ject of  gun  and  arson  attacks 
in  the  past  few  days. 

Mr  Brown  had  been  an  en- 
gmeering  instructor  at  the 
governmeut  tralnii^  centre 
in  Ballymena,  Co  Antrim,  for 
15  years  and  was  due  to 
retire,  tn  his  spare  time  be 
acted  as  chairman  of  the  Bel- 
lamy GAA  club. 

Harry  Chivers,  chairman 
the  Derry  G.\A  committee, 
described  the  murder  of  Mr 


Brown  as  a “terrible  trag- 
edy*'. His  lifb  away  ftom  work 
had  been  the  GAA.  “He  put 
his  heart  and  soul  into  run- 
ning the  club,”  be  said. 

The  Northern  Ireland  secu- 
rity minister,  Adam  Ingram, 
said  the  wiling  was  “an  hor- 
rific murder  that  has  to  be 
condemned". 

The  Northern  Ireland  Sec- 
retary, Mo  Mowlam,  has  held 
talks  with  the  political  parties 
that  speak  fbr  the  loyalist  par- 
amilitaries — the  Progressive 
Unionist  Party  and  the  Ulster 
Democratic  Party. 

David  Adams,  of  the  UDP, 
confirmed  after  the  talks  that 
a ceasefire  had  been  dis- 
cussed and  that  his  party  told 
Ms  Mowlam  that  the  loyalist 
ceased  remained  intact,  but 
he  admitted  that  it  was  not 
solid. 


“With  the  strains  and  pres- 
sures put  on  the  lo^ilist 
ceasefire  by  continuing 
actions  by  the  IRA  there  has 
been  some  Grayix^  around  the 
edges,”  he  said. 

“But  the  combined  loyalist 
mllit^  command  remains 
committed  to  a democratic 
resolution  of  the  conflict  in 
Northern  Ireland.” 

The  Sinn  Fein  MP  fbr  Mid- 
Ulster.  Martin  McGulnness, 
said:  “The  now  familiar.  *no 
claim  no  blame’  policy  by  loy- 
alist paramilitaries  will  prob- 
ably follow  Wiig  trilUng 
"However,  peojde  are  not 
stupid  and  can  see  throu^ 
this  smokescreen  and  the 
double  standards  that  are 
being  applied  to  talks  with 
loya^  parties  while  other 
loyalists  kill  and  bomb 
nationalists." 


Sean  Brown,  who  was 
abdncted  and  murdered 


The  graduate — aged  1 04 


ja  WOMANofl04hasbeen 
#%gtven  the  birthday  present 
teller  life — die  Cambridge 
unlvers^  d^ree  she  earned 
80  years  ago.  Whm  Molly 
Maxwell  left  Newnham  Col- 
lege hi  1S17  womenWere  not 
allowed  to  receive  degrees — 
or  even  become  members  of 
theuniversity.Biitafteryes- 
terday*sceremonyatthennrs- 
home  in  Grddefs  Green, 
north  London,  where  she  has 
lived  for  three  years,  she  can 
finally  put  the  letters  BA  hon- 
ours aftm- her  name. 

Mis  MaxwML  who  took  her 
course  in  Gern^  and 

Wwglifth,  laHimiglri-tfthftCam- 

Ixldge’s  oldest  living  gradu- 
ate. WeariDgahladc  academic 
gown  trimmed  with  white  for, 
she  said  of  her  eotillcate:  “It 
is  lovdy,  a great  surprise." 


Treaty  change  would  ‘open  gay  marriage  floodgates’ 


Rebecca  Smithers 
Political  CorrespMident 


Gay  rights  campaigners 
yesterday  dismissed  as 
scaremongerlng  a 
claim  by  rightwing  Tory  MI^ 
and  an  evangelic^  Christian 
think  tank  that  Britain’s  sup- 
port of  new  European  gay 
rights  legislation  could  open 
the  floodgates  to  “gay 
marriages”. 

Edward  Leigh,  a former 


government  minister,  ex- 
pressed his  concern  about  an 
amendment  to  the  treaty  of 
the  European  Union  to  be 
considered  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister and  the  other  leaders  at 
the  inter-governmental  con- 
ference in  Amsterdam  next 
month. 

Mr  Leigh,  who  is  under- 
stood to  have  the  tacit  sup- 
port of  other  rightwing 
Tories,  said  the  proposed 
article  6a,  deseed  to  combat 
discrimination  against  homo- 


sexuals. could  allow  the  Euro- 
pean Court  of  Justice  to  en- 
force gay  r^ts  direct 

"Most  people  in  Britain  be- 
lieve that  marriage  should  be 
between  a man  and  a wom- 
an.” Mr  Leigh  said.  "Yet 
there  are  no  proper  safe- 
guards in  the  proposals  to 
stop  gay  marriage  or 
adoption. 

“ff  article  6a  was  applied  to 
the  principle  of  the  free  move- 
ment of  persons,  a hooiosex- 
ual  couple  with  a ‘registered 


partnership’  in  Sweden  could 
even  move  to  Britain  and  de- 
mand all  the  tax,  beneQts  and 
housing  rights  which  apply  to 
married  couples”. 

A spokeswoman  for  the  gay 
rights  campaign  group  Stoncs 
wall  said:  “This  is  complete 
scaremongering.  Even  if  this 
amendment  were  passed  it 
would  still  be  down  to  the  In- 
dividual member  state  to 
make  the  Qnal  decision  on  the 
l^alisatlon  of  formalised  gay 
partnerships." 


Labour  stakes  reputation  on 
pledge  to  primary  schools 


John  Carvel  reports  on  reforms 
geared  to  pushing  the  three  Rs 
to  the  front  of  the  classroom 


The  Government  yester- 
day staked  its  reputa- 
tion for  education 
reform  on  achieving  drastic 
improvements  in  the  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic  skills 
of  the  nation’s  11-year-olds. 

The  Education  and  Em^y- 
ment  Secretary.  David  Blun- 
kett,  said  the  proportion  of 
children  reaching  the  ex- 
pected standard  for  their  age. 
in  maths,  would  rise  from  55 
per  cent  to  75  per  cent  within 
five  yeais.  The  proportion  of 
11-year-olds  attaining  ex- 
pected standard  in  En^ish 
would  Increase  from  per 
cent  to  80  cent. 

By  setting  these  specific 


targets  for  children  leaving 
primary  school.  Mr  Blunkett 
has  established  a political 
benchmark  {gainst  which  the 
performance  of  education 
ministers  can  be  measured  in 
the  new  administration.  “We 
are  taWng  a risk.  We  will  be 
judged  — as  well  as  the  pro- 
fession as  a whole  — on  bow 
we  meet  those  targets.”  Mr 
Blunkett  said. 

Ministers  also  intend  to  set 
targets  for  local  education  au- 
ftwrities  and  schools,  using 
powers  outlined  today  in  the 
Queen’s  Speech. 

As  a first  step  to  achieving 
the  goals,  a numeracy-  task 
force,  led  by  David  Reynolds 


of  Newcastle  university,  has 
been  set  up  to  research  meth- 
ods of  inspiring  children  to 
excel  at  arithi^tlc,  and  to 
spread  ^kxI  practice  to  all 
primary  schools.  The  task 
force's  recommendations, 
based  on  international 
research,  are  due  in 
November. 

Professor  Reynolds  said  the 
research  would  be  open- 
mind^  but  that  he  would  be 
surprised  if  it  did  not  lead  to 
the  introduction  of  the  so- 
called  “whole-class  interac- 
tive teaching’’  techniques 
which  have  been  successful^’ 
pioneered  in  Swirterland  and 
Taiwan.  Teachers  would  be 
encouraged  to  engage  with  all 
the  childreji  in  a class  at  once^ 
instead  of  organising  them 
into  small  groups  to  learn  at 
their  own  pace. 

“This  will  not  be  going  back 
to  the  old-style  method  of  lec- 


turing from  the  front,”  said 
Prof  Reynolds.  "Instead  it 
makes  the  teacher  the  centre 
of  the  riasfi  with  very  high 
levels  of  pupil  involvemenL” 

The  task  force  will  consider 
revising  text  books  and  ^v- 
ing  more  detailed  Instruction 
to  teachers  about  the  progress 
that  children  should  make 
during  a term. 

Mr  Blunkett  said  the  pro- 
gramme would  mean  young 
people  “getting  to  grips  with 
their  tables  and  doing  calcula- 
tions in  their  heads  rather 
than  by  pushing  the  buttons 
of  a calculator”. 

David  Hart,  ^eral  secre- 
tary of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Head  Teachers,  said  he 
n'elcomed  Mr  Blunkett's  nu- 
meracy drive,  but  added  that 
the  ambitious  targets  would 
not  be  achie\'ed  without  the 
inclusion  of  more  resources 
for  primary  schools. 


Sinn  Fein  calls  on  IRA  attack  suspect 
amid  row  over  Westminster  move 


Martin  McGuiimess  outside  Holloway  martin  argles 


Bingo  sheds 
fusty  image 
to  attract 
the  young 

Luke  Harding 


IN  a smoke-filled,  converted 
cinema  somewhere  near 
you,  a stealthy  social  revolu- 
tion has  been  taking  place. 
Bingo  — traditionally  associ- 
ated with  old  ladies  In  hair- 
nets — has  shed  its  grey- 
haired  image  and  become  hUi, 
according  to  a new  survey. 

The  game  played  by  2 mil- 
lion people  every  week  has 
b^n  embraced  by  a more 
youthful  audience.  Only  15 
per  cent  of  players  are  more 
than  65  years  old.  The  largest 
group  is  the  25  to  34-year-olds, 
maiftng  up  27  per  cent  of  the 
totaL 

Bingo  organisers,  who 
have  long  been  trying  to  pro- 
mote the  game  as  trendy, 
yesterday  seized  on  the 
findings. 

“The  image  of  over-60s 
playing  in  smoke-filled  hails 
with  chipped  formica  tables 
Just  doesn't  apply  any  more,” 
said  Debbie  Catt,  corporate  af- 
fairs  manager  oC  Top  Rank, 
Britain’s  biggest  bingo  hail 
operator. 


OwenBoweoK 


Martin  McGulnness, 
Stnn  Fein’s  newly- 
elected  MP  for  Mid-Ul- 
ster, yesterday  met  a prede- 
cessor’s daughter  in  HoQoway 
prison  as  ^ row  over  his 
partsr’s  application  for  offices 
at  Westminster  intensfied. 

palling  for  the  release  of 
Roisin  McAliskey  — the  preg- 
nant IRA  suspect  whose 
mother,  Bernadatte,  held  tte 
same  seat  in  the  early  1970s  — 
Mr  McQuinness  alleged  that 
she  was  being  subjected  to 
“mental  and  physical”  abuse. 

The  high-profile  visit  to  the 
north  Lonten  jail  refiects 
Sinn  Fein’s  determination  to 
extend  Its  political  ranrpaign 
to  what  it  refuses  to  describe 
as  the  *mainland’. 

l^e  new  Mid-Ulster  MP  is 
the  most  senior  republican  to 
hold  a meeting  with  Ms  McA- 
liskey since  she  was  arrested 
by  the  RUC  in  Northern  Ire- 
Ismd  in  connection  with  the 
IRA’s  mortar  bomb  attack  on 
British  army  barracks  in  Ger- 
many last  summer.  Aged  25 
and  expectkig  her  bai^  oeitt 
week,  she  was  at  one  stage 


planning  to  stand  for  Mid-Ul- 
ster at  the  general  election. 
Sinn  Fein,  confident  of  taking 
the  seaL  refused  to  stand 
aside  and  persuaded  her 
stand  down. 

The  way  in  which  the  new 
Government  treats  M$  Mc.A- 
liskey  is  “crucially  impor- 
tant” to  the  Northern  Ireland 
peace  process.  Mr  McGuin- 
ness  warned  as  he  left  the 
prison.  Her  present  condi- 
tions were  “Inhuman  and 
degrading”. 

Solicitors  for  Ms  McAliskey 
have  begun  l^al  action  in 


Germany  in  an  attempt  to 
challenge  the  warrant  to  ex- 
tradite her. 

The  Serjeant-at-Arms’ 
office  was  meanwhile  ur- 
gently consulting  with  the 
Speaker's  office  about  Sinn 
Fein’s  applications  for  facili- 
ties for  Gerr>'  Adams  and  Mr 
McGulnness  in  the  Commons. 

Mr  McGuinness  said  y’ester- 
da)”  “If  It  is  possible  to  have 
offices  in  Westminster  then 
we  will  take  up  that  option. 
There  are  no  security  impll- 
cations.  We  come  here  in 
peace." 


The  Christian  Institute,  an 
independent  evangelical  pol- 
icy think  tank,  also  declared 
its  opposition  to  article  6a. 
Simon  Calvert,  its  legal  af- 
feirs  officer,  said:  “Combat- 
ing discrimination  on 
grounds  of  £^.  gender  or  dis- 
ability is  clearly  laudable. 
But  sexual  orientation  is  a 
different  matter. 

“Whole  fields  of  social  l^is- 
lation  could  be  affected  by  the 
gay  rights  clause.  Homosex- 
ual lobby  groups  are  already 
pressing  for  marriage  rights 
and  the  right  to  adopt 
children. 

“Parents  do  not  want  to  see 
‘homosexual  partnerships’ 
promoted  in  schools  as  being 
equivalent  to  marriage.  Giv- 
ing protected  status  to  homo- 
sexuals win  mean  denigrat- 


ing the  rights  of  rel^ons 
groups  who  believe  homosex- 
uality is  morally  wrong.” 

Yesterday  Downing  Street 
distanced  Itsdf  from  the  row, 
even  thot^  Tony  Bhur  has 
pledged  his  support  for 
greater  equality  for  homosex- 
uals. Labour  has  promised'a 
raft  of  measures,  innirwUng 
consultation  with  the  armed 
forces  on  aiding  the  ban  on 
bomoscsuals. 

Jack  Straw,  the  Home  Sec- 
retary. has  promised  a free 
vote  on  reducing  the  age  of 
homosexual  consent  to  16. 

iDcorporatkm  at  the  Euro- 
pean Convention  on  Human 
Rights  into  law  — ex- 
pected in  today's  Queens 
Speech — also  has  huge  ImEdi- 
cations  for  homosexual 
rights. 


Marines  face 


Singapore  trial 


GaryYounge 


TWO  British  servicemen 
could  face  caning  and 
lengthy  prison  sen- 
tences in  Singapore  after  they 
were  charged  in  court  yester- 
day with  robbing  a local  man 
of  less  than  £20. 

Neither  John  King,  s^ed  22, 
nor  Richard  George  Britten, 
22.  both  Royal  Marines,  was 
able  to  meet  the  £4,000  bail 
and  both  were  sent  back  to 
prison  until  their  next  court 
appearance  on  Tuesday. 

They  are  accused  of  steal- 
ing 43  Singapore  dollars  — 
about  £19  — from  a 53-year- 
old  man  in  the  eariy  hours  of 
May  3.  The  pair,  viio  were 
thought  to  be  on  shore  leave 
from  HMS  Sir  Galahad  at  the 
time  of  the  allied  crime,  are 
being  kept  in  Queenstown 
remand  centre. 

A Ministry  of  Defence 
spokesman  said  Britten  was  a 
marine  and  King  was  a crafts- 
man from  the  Royal  Electrical 
and  Mechanical  Engineers  on 
attachment  to  the  Royal  Ma- 
rines. "We  are  aware  that  If 
found  guilty  they  can  expect  a 
significant  sentence  and  we 
are  following  through  the  due 
processes  of  the  law  in 
Singapore.” 

If  found  guilty  the  soldiers 
face  at  least  12  strokes  the 
cane  and  a prison  term  of  be- 
tween three  and  14  years,  a 
Singapore  police  spokesman 
said  yesterday.  “The  sentervy 
is  stricter  bereuse  the  alleged 


Island  law 


□ Parents  over  the  age  of 
60  can  sue  their  diildren 
for  financial  support 

□ People  can^t  Uttering 
have  been  forced  to  wear 
neon-green  '^Corrective 
Work  Order”  vests  and 
pick  op  rubbish  before  the 
nation’s  media 

□ Heavy  fines,  including 
jail  sentences,  for  import- 
ing chewing  gum  Impl^ 
mented  after  gum  was  out- 
lawed in  1992.  Tourists 
forced  to  declare  chewli^ 
gum  on  customs  documents 
forms. 

□ Oral  sex  is  illegal 

part  of  fbr^lay,  because  it 
is  **unnataral”. 


crime  was  committed  during 
the  hours  of  darkness  be- 
tween 7pm  and  tem.” 

Singapore  is  well  known  for 
its  severe  penalties,  including 
lashing,  for  what  would  be 
regarded  in  the  West  as 
minor  offences. 

Tn  1994,  Michadl  Fay,  an 
American  teenager,  received 
four  strokes  of  the  cane  from 
a martial  arts  expert  as 
of  a sentence  for  spraying 
graffiti  on  cars. 

The  country's  rulers  are 
proud  (rf'  its  clean  streets  and 
hi-tech  Industry.  But  they  are 
also  anxious  that  its  new- 
found wealth  should  not  come 
at  the  cost  of  wh^  tiiey 
r^ard  as  western  decadence. 


OlWo  weeks  ago  Time 

magazine  listed  him  as  one 
of  the  25  most  influential 
people  in  America.  This 
week  H put  him  on  its  cover. 
Meet  Dr  Andrew  Weil 


Fraud  hotline  set  up 

PCHJCS  hzvestigathig  the  TkmnyEate’ allegations  of  comxptiaQ 
and  fraadfoDoncastff  council  set  tq>atele;dumebodtQefiH: 

tomi  haQ  steff  The  move  ooinckles  with  the  appolzumeDt  ofa 
■apprfal  nommittRa  to  mmitnr  finarirfal  a^irs  aftiar  a Awasfattng 
rapnri-  fimm  anditor.  Smrfh  VnricshirRjrin  w mid  the 

hcxline  was  to  discover  evidence  cf  expenses  fraud  and  possible 
comiptlmi  in  council  contiactB. 

'The  district  auditor,  Gordon  Snttcm.  is  in  the  middle  of  a second 
inquiry  toto  Dcmcaster’s  finances,  following  his  initial  rqK)rt 
which  castigated  lax  monitoring  Qfexpenses  and  warned  ofa 
“cuUure  that  has  grown  and  ne^  to  be  lodoed  af.  The  r^xirt  led 
to  the  resignation  offormer  leader  Peter  and  his  d^poty 

Peter  StoddillL  — Martin  Wdtuml^U 


Vandals  smash  graves 

SBCURjmf  has  been  striped  up  at  a gcaveymd  in  Ely,  Cardiff, 
after  vandals  desecrated  nearly  130  graves  inctndiDg  asmidial 
memcaMtostin-hom  children.  Police  have  called  for  witnesses 
to  the  attack  at  the  Western  cemetery  last  weekend  in  vfoidi 
headstones  were  iqiiooted  arid  stooe  figures  smashed.  A private 
security  firm  may  be  called  in  to  hek>  patrol  the  ceiDtiezy  area. 


ChitetafilMr  Bllott 


Heavy  horse  powers  up 

THE  biggest  and  most  poweaM  roadgoing  vehidebnflt  in  Brit- 
am  was  luzveiZed  yestrtday.  ITtrinoed  by  AlvEs  Uhtpower  in 
Watford,  Hertfordshire,  flte  122  tonne  tank  tzan^Kirter  is 
signed  to  conipete  for  contracts  In  Britain  and  oversees.  Ihe  first 
production  vdiicle  win  undergo  desert  trials  this  sonuner  in  the 
Uziited  Arab  Enurates,  where  at  least  120  tank  tianapoEters  are 


Abortion  row  ends  surrogacy 
group’s  aid  to  foreign  coupies 

in  January  after  lb  years  of 
trying  to  cixiceive  a ehfld. 
Mrs  Feeters,  aged  had  suf- 
fered five  miscarriages  and 
undergone  16  attempts  at 
tnsemhiation. 

Commercial  surrogacy  hag 
beeiLill^al  in  TTniiawd  since 
2993  and  the  laws  are  rigors 
ously  applied.  The  couple 
were  introduced  to  Ms  Roche, 
and  agreed  to  pay  £12,000  to 
cover  her  expenses  dnririp 
pr^nancy. 

Aftte*  concetving  a baby 
using  Mr  Peetecs’s  sperm,  the 
rehtttonsbip  between  the  cou- 
ple  and  Ms  Roche  broke' 
down.  She  had  a tenniiiatkm 
in  a private  cltofo  lart  nionfo. 

According  to  the  Feeters. 
who  took  their  story  to  the 
Daily  Minw.  She  became  lit 
creasingly  cold  and  de- 
manded more  money.  ' ' 

However.  Mix  Wfv^h.  told 
the  Daily  MajS:  “i  fi^  thay 
weren't  emnmitted  to  myself 

and  pwegnai^^  frit  ^ 

was  in  everyone’s  best  inter- 
ests to  terrrrinate  Qie  child.” 


The  founder  of  a surro- 
gacy advice  agen^  said 
last  ni^  tt  would  no 
longer  deal  wifii  foreign  cou- 
ples after  a Britisb  nurse 
aborted  the  baby  sbe  was  car- 
lying  for  a Dnt^  cos^e. 

Rim  Cotton,  who  founded 
Cots  (Childlessness  Overcome 
Throi^  Surrogacy  after  pio- 
neering surrogate  mother- 
hood in  Btitahi,  said:  "It  is 
the  second  time  smnething 
has  gone  wrong  with  an  over- 
seas couple  and  itfs  Just  too 
difficult,  ger^rapbically  and 
aifarunistrativaiy  to  get  pe<q^ 
blether.’’ 

Cots  said  it  had  done  all  It 
could  to  madtate  between  ^ 
ren  Roche,  a Si-year-old  ma- 
ternity nurse  frt>m  Scar- 
borough, and  the  couple, 
Sotga  and  aemens  Peeters. 

‘•nnmmnriiaattffnfl  totally 
broke  down,”  Mrs  Cotton 
said. 

The  coppile  came  to  Britain 


New  star  arriving  next  door 
— but  not  for  a miiiion  years 


'TtanRadfoid 
Sdence  EcBter 


The  Barth  is  about  to  get  a 
new  neighbour.  Accord- 
ing to  evidence  from  a Euro- 
pean satellite,  an  Imxmspicu- 
ous  star  called  GUese  710,  now 
63  light  years  away,  is  moving 
towmds  the  solar  systemia  14 
kQcxnetres  a second.  It  will 
pass  within  cme  li^t  year  of 
the  Earth  — In  about  a mff- 
lioa  years  from  now.  ' 

Data  from  the  EOpparcos 
satellife  Is  causing  a revolck 
tion  In  astronooiy.  Roger  Bon- 
net, head  of  the  European 
Space  AgteU7,  told  300  astron^ 
omers  gathered  in  Venice  yea- 


ter^  fiiat  the  ■■■■■■- 
results  w««  the  greatest 

Ibrward  in  400  years : 

astronmners  paved-  the 
for  Newton’s  theor] 

“A  hondred-ftAd  imp 
ment'in  file  accuracy  of 
postilcins  may  alter  the  si 
file  Universe  and  the  ae 
the  stars,"  said  Dr  Boom 

Hinarcos  has 
file  posJtbms  (Xrukglg  s 
GUese  7io  is  one  ofsfiie 
prises.  So  for.  the  -nei 
stars  are  four  li^-'  3 
away.  A few  stars  wfil  < 
wtthhi  three  years  i 
next  8.5  mOUcai  years  ao 
big  to  the  J6t  PrtQu]^ 
oratDiy  in  Pasadma. 


Ij;iOuardian  Wednesday  May  14  1997 

Police  chief 
hits  out  at 
‘dirty  tricks’ 
by  officers 


J«nc»n  Campbell 
Crime  Cnrregponaem 


The  commissioner  of 
the  Metropolitan 
police  Inst  night 
accused  a group  of  oP- 
Clrew  rtf  waging  a "dirty 
Incks"  cimpaign  against  his 
plfms  ro  change  the  service. 

Sir  Paul  Condon  said  a 
small  minorit>'  of  officers 
whose  earning  capacity 
would  be  Reeled  b>’  the 
changes,  were  waging  a 
“,g‘*arrc"  disinformation 
offensive, 

His  aRack  follows  an  anony- 
mous letter  to  the  Guardian 
from  “the  Collective  Group  of 
Mice  Officers,  New  Scoti^d 
Yard",  which  claims  the  pro- 
pt^  changes  have  led  to  ch- 
eers going  on  sick  leave,  refus- 
ing to  co-operate,  and 
considering  iormii^  a uniow 
with  the  rtght  to  strike. 

The  changes  would  prevent 
any  officer  from  staying  m 
the  same  station  or  squad  Ibr 
more  than  lo  years  and  would 
mean  some  detectives  return- 
ing to  uniform  duties. 

In  the  letter,  the  group 
attacks  the  policy,  due  to  be 
introduced  on  July  i. 
Changes  are  intended  to  en- 
courage flexibility  but  also  to 
act  against  the  possibility  of 
stagnation  or  corruption 
within  stations  or  squads. 

Detectives  have  argued  the 
skills  and  contacts  acquired 
in  specialisations  are  wasted 
by  r^eployment  to  uniform. 

“Much  intelligence  will  be 
lost  forever."  says  the  letter. 
“Many  of  the  senior  CID  offi- 
cers in  charge  of  these  depart- 
ments have  threatened  to 
resign  a.<(  a result" 

It  continues:  “The  signing 
of  the  Social  Chapter  b^'  the 
new  Labour  go^’emment  has 
encoumged  some  officers  to 
explore,  through  the  auspices 
of  the  EC,  the  rights  to  have  a 
union.  The  authors  of  this  let- 
ter are  not  looking  down  this 


Headless  body 
of  girl  found 


Racial  harassment  award 


path  but  with  morale  so  low 
we  can  understand  the  feel- 
ings of  junior  officers.” 

There  is  a meeting  today  be- 
tween the  policy  board  of  the 
Metropolitan  police  and  rep- 
resentatives of  staff  associa- 
tions at  which  the  issue  of 
tenure  will  be  discussed. 

Last  night.  Sir  Paul  dis- 
missed the  letter’s  claims  as 
“bizarre  and  untrue”  and 
part  of  “a  dirty  tricks  cam- 
paign of  disinformation". 

He  said  the  principle  be- 
hind the  changes  was  that  no 
officer  should  stay  in  the 
same  station  or  squad 
throughout  bis  or  her  career. 
“Dnifonned  work  at  a police 
station  should  not  be  seen  as 
the  lowest  of  the  low."  be 
added. 

Sir  Paul  accepted  that  no  ' 
one  liked  change  that  affected 
their  earning  capaci^*.  (Some 
detectives  have  traditionally 
I earned  heavily  through  over- 
I time.)  “Corruption  in  the  past 
, has  thrived  where  there  has 
not  been  movement,"  he  said. 
It  was  important  that  experi- 
enced officers  share  their 
skills  at  local  level. 

Mike  Bennett,  chairman  of 
the  Metropolitan  branch  of 
the  Police  Federation,  said  he 
was  not  surprised  ^ the  let- 
ter. which  be  believed  was 
from  disillusioned  detectives. 
“There  is  an  awful  lot  of  un- 
happiness because  of  tenure. 
We  are  not  happy  with  the  so- 
called  consultation  process." 

Dave  FVench.  chairman  of 
the  federation’s  constables 
committee,  representing 
90,000  offieers.  yesterday  criti- 
cised the  “overbearing  man- 
agement style”  oT  senior  ofO.- 
cers  nationally.  Referring  to 
the  high  absenteeism,  he 
added:  “It  doesn't  take  the 
brains  of  Einstein  to  see  that  if 
government  fosters  a w'orking 
environment  full  of  stress, 
frustration,  discipline  and 
punishment,  people  are  likely 
to  go  sick  — and  claim  ever>' 
penny  due  if  they  get  iixiured.” 


Kama!  Ahmod 

POLICE  launched  a mur- 
der inquir)'  yesterday 
afler  the  dismembered 
body  of  1 1-ycar-old  Kirstj*  Tid- 
man.  who  wimt  missing  in 
days  iigo.  was  found  in  tiu> 
River  Th:iim>s. 

I^dice  were  :Uertcd  at  Tam 
that  a boat  crew  had  seen  n 
b«hly  no.ating  near  Woods 
Pier  at  Wapping.  cast  London. 
The  bixly.  from  which  llie 
hisad  and  legs  h;id  boon 
rvmoved,  was  identifiod  by  a 
nm;  Ktrsiy  had  h»vn  weanut; 
when  >hi'  lii-cimio.ired  from 
near  her  htmu*  in  \\'»K>lwich. 
south  London,  on  May  i. 


Klrst>  Tldman  . . 
Diissine  1 0 da\-N  ago 


A post  mortem  was  carried 
out  but  the  exact  cause  of 
death  ha.i  yet  to  be  estab- 
lished. The  head  and  legs 
have  not  been  foiuid. 

Kirsty  had  Ibiled  to  come 
borne  offer  a day  out  with 
friends.  Her  parents.  Lynda 
and  Keith  Tidmnn.  5.oid  she 
had  no  problems  at  school 
and  would  not  have  run  away. 
She  had  house  ke\'S  with  her 
.*ind  had  taken  no  money'  or 
change  of  clothing. 

Her  cousin,  Paul  Pearson, 
j aged  32.  was  arrested  and 
I questioned  la.st  week  after 
bliiod  stain.s  were  fmind  in  the 
boot  of  n hire  car  he  was  driv- 
ing. Hours  .*iner  his  release  he 
killeil  himself  at  his  house  in 
Thamesinead.  He  left  a note 
saving  he  w.as  innocent. 

; Police  are  awaiting  the 
ri-sulL<  of  DN.A.  tests  on  the 
blttod  Ruirks  before  deciding 
whether  to  extend  the  invesd- 
galion.  "We  may  have  to 
change  our  minds  on  Friday, 
but  at  till’  moment  Mr  Pear- 
.«on  is  the  .•iuspect."  one 
senior  niTIcer  said. 

Two  girls  SUV  Pearson  talk- 
ing to  Kirst)'.  the  youngest  of 
thri’i’  vhildivn.  in  on  alley  be- 
hind her  house  on  the  night ' 
shu  disappean’d.  Vt'hen  ques- ; 
noned  by  police  he  said  an- , 
oihi'r  man  had  also  been 
there,  but  police  disewered 
that  liLs  -ilibi  was  untrue. 

The  family  were  told  that 
Kir#t\-'s  body  had  been  found  ; 
shortly  .■trter  they  .ippealed  on  , 
t;.MTV  for  her  safe  return.  ; 
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Hsrtham  Hamad  with  his  parents,  leleen  and  Aamed.  Dame  Allan’s  sent  a letter  to  all  parents  identuying  Hytham  as  a ‘troublemaker* 

Bullied  boy  wins  £8,000 


Private  school 
pays  teenager 
and  says  sorry 
after  3-year 
battle  in  court 


Parter  Hallierington 


A LEADING  private 
school  in  the  north 
of  England  has  apol- 
ogised to  a Ibnner 
pupil  for  bullying 
and  racial  harassment  after 
the  intervention  of  the  Com- 
mission for  Racial  Equality’ 
and  three  years  of  legal 
proceedings. 

In  an  out  of  court  settle- 
ment disclosed  yesterday. 
Dame  Allan’s  boys  school,  in 
Newcastle  upon  agreed 
to  pay  Hytham  Hamad  £4,000 
in  compensation,  along  with 
another  £4,000  in  legal  costs 
and  to  implement  a written 
equal  opportunities  policy. 

Sir  Herman  Ouseley,  chair- 
man of  the  CRE,  said  the  level 
of  racial  abuse  experienced 
by  the  teenager,  who  is  now 
18,  at  one  of  the  oldest  public 
schools  in  the  country  was ' 
totally  unacceptable. 

“It  is  deplorable  that  in  this 
day  and  age  any  pupil  should 
have  to  face  such  appalling 
behaviour  and  receive  so  lit- 
tle support  from  an  educa- 
tional establishment.” 

Tn  a statement  the  commis- 1 
Sion  said  Hytham,  from  Sun- 1 
derland,  and  his  friends  | 


Dame  Allan’s  boys  school,  which  was  forced  to  pay  £8,000  to  a former  pupil 


started  experiencing  abuse 
from  sixth  formers,  whidi  fre- 
quently turned  into  “physical 
bullying",  in  1993. 

He  received  little  support 
from  his  teachers  and.  on  one 
occasion,  ivas  physically  as- 
saulted by  a teacher. 

Although  complaints  were 
lodged  by  his  parents  and  a 
meting  arranged  with  the 
headmaster,  the  Hamads  be- 


lieved no  effective  action  was 
taken. 

In  January.  1994.  the  teen- 
ager was  suspended  for  fight- 
ing w’ith  a sixth  former  who 
had  earlier  called  him  a 
“black  bastard”,  according  to 
the  CRE. 

Following  this  incident. 
Dame  Allan's  sent  a letter  to 
all  parents  identifying 
H)tbam  as  a “troublemaker" 


and  blaming  him  for  causing 
problems  between  fourth  and 
sixth  formers. 

The  school  then  put  pres- 
sure on  Hytbam’s  parents  to 
withdraw  him.  When  they 
made  it  clear  that  he  would 
stay,  the  pupil  was  threatened 
with  expulsion. 

"His  parents  were  left  with 
no  alternative  but  to  with- 
draw him,”  said  the  CRE. 


Recalling  the  events  of  four 
years  ago,  Hytham  later  ex- 
plained that  be  lashed  out  in 
the  heat  of  the  momenL 
“I  took  as  much  as  I could. 
You  get  to  the  point  where 
you  Just  can’t  take  no  more 
and  I felt  something  bad  to  be 
done  because  no  one  else  was 
paying  any  attention. 

"I  had  been  to  teachers,  and 
my  parents  had  been  to  teach- 
ers. and  nothing  bad  been 
done  so  I Just  couldnt  see  it 
coming  to  an  end.” 

He  added;  “I  wasn't  going 
home  crying  every  ni^t  or 
anything,  but  It  got  to  the 
point  where  If  I did  not  do 
something  ...  I would  have 
had  It  for  the  next  two  years.  I 
took  as  much  as  I eoul(L" 

The  C-RE  said  that,  as  part 
of  the  settlement  the  school 
would  work  with  the  commis- 
sion to  introduce  a written 
equal  opportunities  policy.  A 
letter  bad  been  sent  to 
parents  expressing  tbe  board 
of  governors'  deep  regret  at 
the  distress  caused  to  Hy'tham 
and  his  family. 

Another  letter  expressing 
regret  at  shortcomings  in  the 
investigation  of  the  matter  by 
the  school  had  been  sent  from 
the  chairman  of  governors  to 
Hytham 's  parents. 

David  Welsh,  the  headmas- 
ter of  Dame  Allan's  boys 
school,  who  arrived  after  the 
incidents,  said  last  night  that 
the  way  allegations  of  racial 
abuse  tvere  investigated  cer- 
tainly left  something  to  be 
desired. 

“We  must  be  well  aware  of 
that  and  learn  any  lessons 
from  iL”  he  said. 


Royal  Court’s  artistic  director  to  leave  ‘hotbed  of  talent’  after  six  years 


Simon  Hatten  stone 


STEPHEN  Daldry,  artistic 
director  of  tbe  Royal 
Court,  announced  yesterday’ 
that  he  planned  to  leave  the 
theatre  when  his  contract  ex- 
pires next  year. 

Although  be  is  remaining 
to  see  it  into  its  revamped 
building  in  Sloane  Square, 
central  London,  next  autumn. 


he  will  take  no  responsibility' 
for  pn^ramming  from  then 
on.  His  successor  is  ejected 
to  be  announced  within  three 
months. 

Daldrt'  emphasised  he  ti-as 
not  resigning.  “My  contract 
formally  finishes  next 
September  and  Fd  always 
thought  I wouldn't  renew  be- . 
yond  then.*’  ' 

His  departure  after  what . 
will  have  been  sL\  and  a half  I 


years,  comes  as  a shock  be- 
cause he  enjoyed  great  suc- 
cess, re-establishing  the 
Court  as  a botbed  of  new  tal- 
ent the  first  time  since  the 
kiteben-sink  glory  days  of  the  ; 
fifties,  wben  tbe  English 
Stage  Company  was  founded. 

Daldty,  aged  36.  promoted 
tbe  controversial  and  the  lit- 
erary. He  has  also  helped 
pave  the  way  for  a new  finan- 
cial stability.  Last  year  the 


Court  won  £15  million  in  lot- 
tery.' money,  and  Daldry  was 
behind  much  fund-raising. 

One  theory  about  bis  deci- 
sion to  leave  is  that  he  is 
tired.  Another  is  that,  despite 
excellent  promotion  of  new 
writing  and  directing  talent, 
he  has  lost  confidence  in  his 
otvn  directing  ability. 

Daldry*  says  it  is  a prag- 
matic decision.  In  an  exclu- 
sive interview,  he  told  the 


I Guardian;  “If  I was  going  to 
I stay  on  1 needed  to  make  a 
commitment  for  another 
three  years,  the  logic  being 
that  if  you  leave  within  six 
months,  the  building  goes 
' into  limbo.  It's  better  to  have 
that  limbo  out  of  the  way.” 

He  says  be  is  proud  of  creat- 
ing a sense  of  the  Court  being 
"a  national  theatre". 

‘Knackered’,  G2,  page  4 


mMMHEN  Stephen  Dor- 
^MSrell  came  to  Cannes 
VW  as  national  heritage 
secretary  he  let  slip  that  be 
thought  the  veteran  French 
actress  Jeanne  Moreau  was 
a veteran  actor  called  John. 

Last  year  his  successor. 
Virginja  Bottomley,  made 
so  much  of  her.  viewing  of 
Trainspotting  it  seemed  as 
if  it  had  been  her  only  out- 
ing to  tbe  cinema  in  years. 
Her  then  Labour  shadow. 
Jack  Cunningham,  could 
not  remember  the  last  film 
he  had  seen. 

Bnt  when  Tom  Clarke, 
the  new  Minister  of  State 
for  Films  and  Tourism,  ar- 
rived at  the  Cannes  film 
festival  yester^y,  he  had 
no  hesitation  when  asked 
to  name  his  favonrite  film. 

Give  Us  A Goal,  he 
answered  to  the  bemuse- 
ment of  his  audience.  Jour- 
nalists scoured  through 
lists  of  Palmes  d'Or  win- 
ners. film  specialists 
looked  puzzled.  What  was 
this  masterpiece? 

Mr  Clarke  is  one  of  the 
very  few  people  to  have 
seen  the  film  — because  he 
was  tbe  director.  The  1972. 
15-minute  documentary 
was  the  minister's  one  and 
only  excursion  into  film- 
making.  It  told  the  story'  of 
two  football  teams.in  Dum- 
fries and  Clydebank,  and 
featured  the  then  Queen  of 
the  South  player  Mike 
Jackson. 

“It  was  an  amateur  film," 
said  Mr  Clarke.  "We  even 
brought  it  to  tbe  Cannes 
festival.*'  The  minister 
brings  unprecedented  expe- 
rience to  the  Job.  He  is  a 
former  governor  of  the 
British  Film  Institute  and 
was  assistant  director  of 
the  Scottish  Film  Connell. 
He  lists  his  interests  as 
walking,  reading  and  tbe 
film  industry. 

Tbe  last  film  he  saw  w’as 
Brassed  OS’. 

"There  is  a tremendous 
enthusiasm  for  British  film 
in  this  government,"  said 
Mr  Clarke,  who  was  carry*- 
ing  a video  of  a new  British 
film  called  Hard  Edge  in  his 
hand  as  be  toured  the  Brit- 
ish pavlUon  at  Cannes. 

“When  tbe  Prime  Minis- 
ter offered  me  this  Job  be 
said  be  was  1 10  per  cent  be- 
hind tbe  film  industry. 

"We  will  give  a far  higher 
priority  to  film  and  film- 
making."  In  spite  of  the 
^Md  intentions.  Mr  Clarke 
was  short  on  specific  policy 
pledges.  "I’ve  only  been  in 
tbe  job  for  a week  and  a 
day,"  he  said.  “1  haven't 
made  any  suggestion  that  I 
could  come  here  and  make 
' policy  on  the  hoof." 

I Mr  Clatke  was  equally 
' opaque  about  the  merits  of 
his  own  film.  “As  was  said 
about  Christine  Keeler. 
‘She  was  young.  Don't 
judge  her  too  harshly'." 


■ ‘ H 

Tom  Clarke:  ‘Tremendous 
enthusiasm  for  British  film* 


Widdecombe’s  toughness  and  tears  at  Home  Office 


Minister’s  defence  of  sacked 
prisons  chief  is  based  not  on 
romance  but  a deep  sense  of 
injustice,  writes  Afsn  Travis 


Ann  Wuldccomb*' 

went  to  Mlvhnvl 
nowaiii'.*: 

Offin’  with  "a  for- 
mJd.tblc  ivputaimn 
.1%  it  iiiinUine  nuliiwliigi'r.  ;i 
tiD.'ictou';  nnu-.'ibnnit*n  <■.-»«■ 
u.iiiMior.  and  a ri'H* 

v.’rl  lo  I'.'ilhoMcIsm  Kv«'»i 
IMlrhavJ]  Porsv'ih  i'onli.’ss»*ii 
lo  bring  setmi  id'hos'."  ivn*k 
U-WI&  wrote  in  mvirton^- 
V«i  within  iiuMiiJi"'  ihv  nft' 
trr.  \Uily  strugf.le  bcfwcvn  Mr 
Hnwiini  am!  Mr  U*wis.  dirrr- 
Mr  prnrnil  «if  Ihr  !*rssoil  Ni*r 
virr  iinil  lh»*  highest  P-'nd 
sei-vanl  in  \Vh«i’h:ill.  hart 
ri’dmi'rt  Ibis  “tough.  iiU'Wiw 
.im!  ilrlcnuiniHS*’  wuntan  to 
tViiTs  over  the  sacking  of  Mr 
Utois.  Her  iwoyr.ir  sdenro 
over  thi’  .ilTalr  w.if  hrokni 
this  when  sdir  ■<ial  th:u 
Mr  llowarirr-  I'har.H’ft’r  w’n'* 


not  tlu’  stuff  of  Tory  leader- 
ship. and  ixmialncd  “some- 

ihinxoniiv  nighi”.  . 

Miss  Widdpcombe  obyi* 
uiisly  imjirosspri  Mr  L^wis. 
Ik*  rvc.'Ul.s  in  his  book.  Hidden 
A‘gend;is.  that  hv  "re.solved  to 
DUiKC  th«*  must  t)f  this  new 
p.TTinc«hip."  Her  offiw  *'f^ 

ouently  i-ing  with  unbndled 
laughter,  often  at  her  <wvn  ex- 
pense." he  wrote.  Civil  ser- 
v.ints  got  perwned 

thiink-vjiu  nines.  She  insisted 
on  first  naiiips  — and  when 
,iiw  minister  objected  replied 

■BmGi»»lroliMne.\nn. 

Miwt  Wiildecomlw  .s  denials 
ycsienlav  dial  her  relation- 
ship with  Mr  [A!Wis  extended 
to  llitwers  and  chocolates  are 
cunvlncing.  She  Ims  always 
b«-n  oiH‘« 

ilti'  Sl*.o  had  oiu’  reLalionsnip 
at  Oxfoni  "which  faiJi’d  to 


translate  into  the  real  world" 
and  now  “marriage  is  a ‘non- 
qiieslion*.” 

Miss  Widdecombe  says  sbe 
is  launchiiig  such  a ferocious 
.mack  on  Mr  Howard  now 
partly  to  support  her  former 
social  security  boss.  Peter  Lil- 
ley.  in  his  bid  for  the  Tory 
leadership.  Mr  Lilley  dis- 
owned her  attacks  yesterday. 

But  tbe  lengths  to  which 
she  has  been  prepared  to  go  to 
defend  Derek  Lewis  need 
some  explanation.  By  the 
time  she  arrived  at  the  Home 
Office  as  prisons  minister.  Mr 
Lewis  — appointed  by  Mr 
Howard's  predecessor,  the 
genial  Ken  Clarke  — had  al- 
re^y  been  engaged  In  a 
W’hltehall  war  with  Mr  How- 
ard for  nearly  three  years.  Mr 
I Lewis  had  been  left  to  face  the 
I media  flak  as  the  Prison  Ser- 
' vice  limped  from  one 
matic  disaster  to  another.  Mr 
Hou'ard  raised  his  own  “not 
guilty"  plea  to  a novel  wliiie- 
hall  principle  that  the  prison  , 
service  was  responsible  for  j 
all  operational  disasters,  and 
he  would  only  carry  the  can  , 
for  policy  decisions.  i 


strangely  there  were  never 
any  policy  mistakes. 

wiien  Miss  Widdecombe  ar- 
rived at  the  Home  Office  h 
came  as  a massive  relief  to 
prison  governors.  .As  Mr 
Lewis  puts  ic  “Ann  Widde- 
combe has  provided  the 
Prison  Service  with  the  visi- 
ble ministerial  support  in 
Parliament  and  in  public  that 
it  so  badly  needs." 

During  their  brief  time 
working  together,  that  sup- 
port ei^bited  itself  in  e.x- 
tiaordinary  ways. 

Miss  iViddecombe  fell  out 
with  Mr  Howard  very  early 
on.  Sbe  was  said  to  have  to 


Friends  old 
and  new 
rally  to 
support  of 
‘outstanding’ 
Howard 


I raise  her  hand  at  miaisterial 
I meetings  before  being 
' allowed  to  speak,  and  her  irri- 
tation with  Howard  boiled  up 
as  she  was  forced  to  do  the 
Home  Secretar>’’s  dirty’  work, 
such  as  trying  to  defend  the 
shackling  of  pregnant  women 
prisoners  — wluch  earned  ' 
her  tbe  Doris  Karloff  nick- 
name. Id  the  battle  over  who 
was  going  to  carry  the  can  for 
the  top  security  breakout 
from  Parkhurst  prison,  she 
not  only  ai^ed  with  Mr  How- 
ard against  sacking  Mr 
Lewis,  but  she  also  helped  Mr 
Lewis  clandestinely  plot  his 
defence. 


The  "friends  of  Michael 

Howard’'  yesterday 
tried  to  keep  his  leadership 
campaign  on  track  in  the 
foce  of  the  Widdecombe  on- 
slangbt  by  publishing 
pledges  of  support  from  six 
of  his  former  colleagues, 
irrit&Alan  Travis. 

The  letter  issued  in  the 
names  of  David  Maclean, 
Patrick  NldhoUs,  Christo- 
pher Chope.  Sir  Ivan  Law- 


The  former  director-general 
describes  one  encounter  dur- 
ing a Blackpool  Tory  Party 
conference:  “Feeling  like  a 
character  out  of  an  unfin- 
ished John  le  Carre  novel,  I 
eventoally  found  my  way  to  a 
dingy  back-street  hotel 
reserved  for  lesser  ministers 
and  party  officials.  Widde- 
combe was  already  under  sur- 
veillance by  Howard’s  politi- 
cal advisers. 

“We  met  in  a small  down- 
stairs room  visible  through  a 
window  to  those  coming  in 
and  out  of  the  hold.  Patrick 
Rock  and  Rachel  Whetstone, 
the  Home  Secretary's  PoUti- 


I rence,  Derek  Conway  and 
Tim  Collins  said;  “We  bave 
worked  with,  and  for, 

' Michael  Howard  for  many 
years.  He  bas  proved  him- 
self an  outstanding  minis- 
ter and  colleague/’ 
Unfortunately  for  the  for- 
mer home  secretary,  two  of 
the  six  — Sir  Ivan  Law- 
rence and  Derek  Conway  — 
lost  their  seats  at  tbe  gen- 1 
eral  election  and  will  not  I 


cal  bodyguards,  frequently 
found  it  necessary  to  pass  by 
that  window,  keeping  an  eye 
on  proceedings." 

liie  official  inquiry  into  the 
Parkhurst  escape  “revealed  a 
chapter  of  errors  at  every 
level  and  a naivet)’  that  defies 
belier'.  There  was  such  “di- 
sastrous indecision  and  apa- 
thy” that  “tbe  breakout  could 
have  been  launched  at  any 
tune  with  the  same  chances  of 
success." 

But  the  outcome  proved  an 
unequal  struggle  between  I 
Howard  and  Lewis.  The  direc- 
tor-general went,  albeit  with  a | 
high  profile  court  struggle  to  i 


have  a vote  in  the  coming 
leadership  contest. 

In  a separate  move,  Fran- 
cis Maude,  MP  for  Horsham 
and  one  of  Howard's  cam- 
paign organisers,  together 
with  Cambridgeshiro  South 
MP  Andrew  Lansley.  Joined 
Mr  Chope  and  Mr  in 

Bigwiwp  a "new  MPs  back 
Howard  statement”.  It 
read:  “As  newly-elected  j 
MPs,  either  entering  the  I 


get  a £250.000  compensation 
payoff.  Miss  Widdecombe  said 
this  week  she  now  regrets 
that  she  did  not  resign  In 
protest. 

Instead  she  buried  herself 
in  her  job.  As  though  in  some 
kind  of  penance  she  set  about 
visiting  ail  135  prisons  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  often  taking 
In  tbi^  in  a single  weekend. 
At  a small  Home  office  drinks 
party  to  celebrate  her  unique 
achievement  Mr  Howard 
stayed  for  fewer  than  five 
minutes. 

Leader  comment,  page  8j 
Francis  Wheeii,  page  7 


Hoose  for  the  first  time  or 
returning  to  It.  we  believe 
that  Michael  Howard  is  the 
best  candidate  to  lead  the 
Conservative  Party. 

"He  bas  tbe  vigour,  expe- 
rience and  determination 
needed  to  provide  clear 
leadership.  He  has  an  out- 
standing record  in  Govern- 
ment, and  has  proven 
capable  of  defending  Tony 
Blair." 


6 WORLD  NEWS 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  May  14 1997 : 


Italy’s  welfare  at  stake  in  Europe 


News  in  brief 


John  Hooper 
taiRome 


Ministers  and 

union  leaders 
met  yesterday  at 
the  prime  minis- 
ter’s residence  in 
Rome  to  start  negotiating  an 
overhaul  of  Italy’s  welfare 
state. 

One  of  the  party  leaders, 
Fausto  BertlnotU  of  Commu- 
nist Refoundation,  has  called 
it  “the  mother  of  all  issues,  on 
which  the  future  oi  the  gov- 
ernment depends".  Yet  not 
even  that  gives  Uie  true  mea- 
sure of  what  is  at  stake:  the 
outcome  is  crucial  to  Italy’s 
participation  in  a sin^e  Euro- 
pean currency  and  could  wdl 


Romano  Prodi:  future 
depends  on  reform 


Le  Pen  takes 


Jonathan  Steele 

watches  as  the 
National  Front 
leader  comes 
out  from  the  wings 


£ £ et  them  out"  said 

■ ■ the  slogan  plas- 

tered  across  a 
huge  photomontage  of  ttie 
French  parliament,  the 
national  assembly.  Beneath 
it  Jean-Marie  Le  Fen.  the 
National  Front  leader,  took 
the  st^.  pouring  scorn  on 
both  wings  of  the  elite  that 
has  governed  France  for  the 
last  quarter  of  a century. 

He  treated  them  with  equal 
contempt  This  week  he  in- 
vented a new  composite  of  his 
main  opponents:  Alain  Juppe, 
the  centre-ri^t  prime  minis- 
ter. and  Lionel  Jospin,  his 
SociaJjst  fihallflnger. 

"Here  we  have  Monsieur 
Juppin  and  over  there  Mon- 
sieur Jospe.  and  they  are  both 
the  same,"  he  snorted,  draw- 
ing chuckles  of  delight  fbom 
the  crowd  of  U500  supporters. 

Repeatedly  melding  their 
names,  and  then  making 
mock  apologies  for  confusing 
them,  he  accused  both  men  of 
wanting  to  mei^  France’s 
identity  into  a federal  Euro- 
pean superstate.  Both  had 
allowed  immigration  to 
undermine  France's  tradi- 
tional way  of  life.  were 
all  "mired  in  comiption”. 

With  the  possible  exception 
(tf  the  Communist  leader,  Rob- 
ert Hue.  none  of  France's  po- 
litical leaders  seems  to  eqjoy 
himself  as  much  as  Mr  Le 
Pen.  Relaxed  and  beaming,  he 
bopped  about  like  a music 
bail  entertainer,  with  a micro- 
phone clipped  to  his  lapeL 

He  criticised  the  World 
Trade  Organisation's  judg- 
ment that  the  European 
Union  had  been  wrong  to  ban 
meat  from  American  cattle 
treated  with  hormones. 

"France  decided  it  did  not 
want  the  risk  of  women  grow- 
ing moustaches  and  men  de- 
veloping beautiful  chests,  so 
we  said  no  to  this  kind  of  cat- 
tle-raising. Now  we  are  going 
to  be  Qn^  because  the  WTO 


Berisha  dashes 
election  hopes 


Joanna  nobertaon  in  Tirana 


ALBANIA'S  election  ne- 
gotiations fen  apart  yes- 
terday as  President  Sail 
Berisha's  Democratic  Party 
marched  into  parliament 
with  its  own  version  of  an 
electoral  law.  bypassing  dis- 
cussions with  Organisa- 
tioa  for  Security  and  Co-oper- 
ation in  Europe  (OSCE). 

Ihere  was  little  to  stop  the 
political  coup.  The  party  con- 
trols parliament  with  a huge 
majority  won  in  corrupt  elec- 
tiras  last  May.  The  prime  min- 
ister, paghkim  Fuio,  and  key 
members  of  bis  cabinet  were 
in  Washington  yesterday  meet- 
ing the  secretary  cf  state,  Ma- 
delelne  Albright  The  OSCE 
met  the  opposltloQ  in  Tirana. 

Franz  Vranitsky,  the  OSCE 
special  envoy,  had  brokered  a 
1^-minute  deal  between  the 
parties  on  Friday,  guarantee- 
ing elections  before  the  end 
June.  But  the  accord,  bailed 
by  Dr  Vranitsky  as  “a  break- 
through”. started  to  unravel 
almost  immediately. 

The  parties  were  unable  to 
set  the  ground  rules  by  agree- 
ing an  electoral  law.  Nine  of 
the  10  managed  to  settle  on  a 
draft,  but  the  Democratic 
Party  refused  to  compromise 
on  Its  demand  for  a system 
similar  to  that  used  last  Ma>'. 

The  future  of  the  interim 
government  of  reconciliation 
is  now  under  threat.  Mr  Pino 
has  repeatedly  said  he  will 
resign  if  a (hir  election  law 
cannot  be  agreed. 


Mr  Berisha  has  seized  back 
, his  grip  on  power  after  the 
' country’s  collapse  into  anar- 
I chy  more  than  two  months 
I ago.  He  declared  on  Monday 
' that  the  Democratic  Party 
would  claim  victory  at  the 
elections.  "I  am  here,  and  1 
am  here  to  stay."  he  said.  He 
did  not  mention  the  promise 
he  made  during  the  weeks  of 
i chaos  to  give  up  ofOce  should 
! his  party  foil  at  the  polls. 

The  president  has  de- 
manded that  the  Southern 
Salvation  Committees  dis- 
band before  the  elections  are 
announced.  The  citizens'  com- 
mittees grew  out  of  the  anti- 
government  protest  move- 
, ment  and  have  provided 
' informal  local  leadership  for 
i the  past  three  months.  They 
are  expected  to  stand  down. 

' but  will  re-group  iTTimwi  lately 
I if  threatened  by  Mr  Berisha. 

The  elections,  should  they 
go  ahead,  are  likely  to  be 
fraught  with  logistical  and  se- 
curity problems.  More  than 
1 million  weapons  are  esti- 
mated to  be  in  the  bands  of 
civilians,  and  the  country’s 
entire  prison  population  es- 
caped doling  the  anarchy. 

Mr  Berisha  has  quashed 
plans  for  the  multinational 
force.  Operation  Alba,  to  pro- 
vide security  for  observers 
and  at  polling  stations. 

• An  Albanian  was  killed 
and  two  Macedonian  border 
guards  wounded  in  incidents 
along  the  volatile  Macedo- 
nian-Albanlan  border,  yester- 
day.. the  interior  ministry  in 
Skopje  said. 


Bomb  under  bench 
rocks  Beijing 

AN  EXPLOSION  yesterday  ripped  through  a nonnaUyqn^ 


determine  the  country's 
future  prosperity. 

Even  if  Italian  authorities 


manage  to  cut  spending 
enough  to  meet  the  3 per  cent 
budget  deficit  criterion  for 
monetary  nninn  Eoropean 
partners  fear  that  welfore  ex- 
penditure would  soon  rise 
again,  threatening  the  new 
currency's  credibility  and 
stability. 

The  reasons  for  that  con- 
cern can  be  found  in  the  Ital 
ian  government’s  own  projec 
tions.  As  things  stand, 
welfare  spending  as  a percent- 
age of  gross  domestic  product 
is  expected  to  foil  over  the 
next  couple  of  years,  but  then 
izicrease  shazidy  in  the  year 
2000. 

Such  are  the  hopes  which 


Italians  place  in  a single  cur^  | 
rency  that  exclusion  firom  the 
first  round  could  easily  brii% 
down  Romano  Prodi  and  his 


Italy  would  lose  a historic 
opportunity  to  pay  off  its 
huge  debts  at  the  lower  Inter- 
est rates  which  the  single  cur- 
rency la  expected  to  d^ver.  It 
would  then  be  more  vulnera- 


ble to  relapsing  into  a pattern 
of  burdensome  debt  repay- 
ments and  high  government 
deficits,  with  the  consequent 
risks  of  both  inflation  and 


stagnation. 

Overall  welfore  provision 
is,  in  foot,  below  the  Euro- 
pean Union  average.  The 
problem  is  a combinatiixi  a£ 
generous  retiremept  arrange- 
ments and  the  ElTs  most  rap- 1 


is  just  an  arm  of  the  United 
States,"  he  said. 

He  attacked  the  media  for 
sDencing  or  d^orting  his 
message,  and  bemoaned  the 
decline  of  French  agriculture. 

"Six  million  f^mers  have 
I been  reduced  to  one  million, 

I while  the  number  of  civil  ser- 
I vants  in  the  ministry  €i  agri- 
: culture  has  gone  up  firom 
j 15,000  to  50,000,"  he  said. 

' “When  there's  not  a single 
I former  left,  well  have  100,000 
civil  servants,  lookiDg  after 
j agricultural  museums  and 
showzi^  visitors  what  a trac- 
tor and  a combine-harvester 
used  to  look  like." 

Most  of  the  audlmce  was  el- 
derly formers,  owners  of 
small  businesses,  retired  shcq;i- 
keepers  and  army  officers. 
They  applauded  the  hard  core 
of  Mr  Le  Pen's  speech,  which 
targeted  Jacques  Chirac  and 

the  centre-r^t 

“The  Socialists  are  follow- 
ers of  an  absurd  ideolc^,  but 
at  least  they’re  loyal  to  their 
own  mistake."  he  said.  “The 
others  are  worse:  theyTe  trai- 1 
tors,  liars,  and  cheats.” 

Mr  Chirac  had  promised  to 
lower  taxes  and  unemploy- 
I ment.  be  said,  but  had  raised 
' both.  Worst  of  all,  he  had  pre- 
vented the  National  Front 
from  making  a breakthrough 
by  rejecting  proportional 
representation. 

Mr  Le  Fen.  who  founded  the 
I National  Front  25  years 
I is  not  running  for  parliament 
j He  cdaims  to  be  bolding  bim- 
I self  free  for  the  presidential 
' contest  whirti  he  believes 
may  be  brought  forward  from 
2002.  Critics  say  he  is  not  run- 
ning because  be  is  afraid  of 
^tting  beaten. 

The  latest  opinion  polls 
show  the  party  has  the  sup- 
port of  12  and  15  per  cent  of 
voters.  As  candidates  must 
gain  more  than  12.5  per  cent 
of  votes  to  quality  for  the 
second  round  run-off,  the 
Natlmial  Front  should  have  a 
good  chance  to  get  quite  a few 
candidates  dirou^  to  the 
second  stage. 

Puftbd  up  with  his  own  per- 
formance, Mr  Le  Fen  almost 
fo^t  to  introduce  his  local 
candidates.  There  were  fewer 
than  10  women  among  the  60 
presented.  At  least  a dozen 
had  fbu^t  In  Algeria  or  as 
volunteers  in  Indochina. 


idly  ageing  population. 
Pensions  have  twice  been 


reformed  in  recent  years  — 
by  the  Amato  government  in 
1993  and  the  Dini  government 
In  1995  — but  until  very 
recently,  some  public  empire- 
ees  were  able  to  retire  with  a 


state  pension  as  yoaag  as  35. 

Paradoxically,  moreover, 
Roman  Catholic  Italy  has  the 
world's  lowest  fertility  rate 
(number  of  children  per  wom- 
an of  child-bearing  age). 

There  are  already  fewer 
workers  »han  pensioners.  The 
latest  report,  prepared  for  the 
govermnezit  the  economist 
Paolo  Onofrl.  concluded  that 
spending  on  cash  benefits 
would  increase  by  17  per  cent 
in  real  terms  in  the  next  three 


years  alone. 


Fbr  the  government,  the  piv 
litlcal  difficulty  consists  In 
having  to  win  over  not  only 
the  unions,  but  also  Mr  Ber- 
tinoW’s  orthodox  Marxists. 


Communist  Refoundation, 
which  is  for  from  keen  on  the 


whole  Maastricht  process 
currently  holds  the  balance  of 
power  In  the  lower  house  at 

parllnmaTlt 

The  strength  of  Communist 
RefoandaUon’s  petition  has 
been  underlined  in  the  past 
few  weeks  by  two  rounds  of 
local  elections.  The  party 
made  impressive  gaina  when 
voting  was  first  hdd  last 
month,  and  the  support  of  its 
voters  was  crucial  to  the  vie- 


tbeofficesofChina’stopleaders.  ' ^ 

Residents  said  a bomb  placed  underneath  a bench  in  Zaong- 
shan  Paris  exploded  at  about  Spm,  but  did  not  know  whetner 

there  had  been  any  casualties.  , ^ . 

R)Uce  blocked  vehicles  from  using  streets  leading  to  the 
park.  Soldiors  stationed  at  its  west  gate  prevented  pmide  from 

antaHng  nffifftalgTwtrtallydaglinedtOCommentOnthe 
tnffiriant  . 

Xf  conSxmed.  the  bcanbing  woiild  be  the  second  In  the  Chinese 

capital  m two  months.  Security  has  been  tl^t  in  Bebinj^b^a 
bomb  exploded  on  a bus  on  March  7.  Eight  peoiue  were  ingureo. 

The  government  has  znade  no  arrests.  Suspicion  Ml  on_ 
separatist  groups  fighting  fbr  independence  for  Xihiiangin 

China’s  north-west,  which  Is  by  Turkic-speaking 

Muffims.  — AP. 


Ambassador  bows  out 


last  Sunday. 


^ 

-.tr vtA;--; 


''I: 


Police  in  Istanbul  try  to  stop  a protest  march  yesterday  by  leading  Turkish  journalists  demonstratiz^  against  a spate  of 
attacite  on  the  press  Media  under  attadt.  page  14  photograph:  muraosezsi 


Little  strangers  in  their  own  home 


Karen  Coleman  finds  out  how  the  war  babies  who  returned 
from  Germany  are  settling  into  institutional  life  in  Bosnia 


SEVEN-YEAR-OLD 
Elma  Ahmedi  stands 
by  the  railings  facing 
the  road.  “1  remember  just 
a little  of  that  place  1 used 
to  live  in  in  Germany,"  she 
says.  “I  used  to  ride  bicy- 
cle, draw,  sleep  and  eat 
there.’* 

The  lanky,  daric-haired 
little  girl  is  one  of  SO  chil- 
dren returned  firom  Ger- 
many last  month  to  the  Bje- 
lave  children’s  home  In 
Sarajevo. 

They  were  taken  firom  the 
home  to  Germany  in  1992, 
when  conditions  were  dire 
because  of  the  war.  Much 
publicity  soxTOonded  the 
evacuation,  especially 
when  Serb  snipers  attacked 
the  bos  carrjdng  the  chil- 
dren OQt  of  Sarajevo,  kill- 
ing two  babies  on  board. 

It  was  always  accepted 
that  the  children  would 
return  to  Bosnia,  and  an 
agreement  between  the 
t^rmans  and  the  Bosnians 
led  to  their  repatriation. 
BJelave  home  site  high  op 


on  one  of  Sarajevo’s  many 
hills.  Children  miu  around 
the  courtyard  playing  ball 
or  jostling  for  a turn  on  one 
of  the  few  see-saws  at  the 
bottom  of  the  yard. 
Recently  refurbished,  the 
children’s  home  looks 
bright  and  sunny,  though  It 
is  overcrowded. 

“The  children  have  been 
back  from  Germany  for 
about  a month  now  and 
tbey’re  obviously  having 
con^derable  problems  in 
settling  down,"  Margaret 
Hollis,  a volunteer  with  the 
British  charity  Hope  and 
Homes  for  Children,  says. 
“They  had  some  tuition  in 
their  own  language  before 
they  returned  to  Bosnia  but 
for  many  of  them  it’s  still 
much  easier  for  them  to 
communicate  in  German." 

Ms  Hollis  is  spending  six 
months  working  as  a helper 
In  the  home.  “The  problems 
are  enormous.  It’s  partly 
that  there  are  not  enough 
helpers  to  go  around  for  so 
many  children  . . . They're 


cooped  up  all  day.  There’s  a 
lack  of  routine,  they  don’t 
have  enoo^  to  do,  they 
don’t  get  enoi^  physical 
activity  for  children  oS  this 
age. 

“They  go  out  into  the 
playground  but  most  of  the 
physical  activity  seems  to 
come  firom  fighting." 

Despite  gloomy  as- 
sessment, some  of  the 
young  returnees  playing  In 
the  yard  seemed  quite 
happy  with  their  new 
home.  Several  said  they 
liked  Bjelave.  Elma  said 
she  preferred  it  to  the  home 
in  Germany. 

But  another  helper,  who 
was  with  them  in  Germany 
and  who  does  not  want  to 
be  named,  says  life  in  Sara- 
jevo is  very  different 

In  Germany  they  used  to 
be  taken  to  the  zoo.  the 
swimming  pooL  the  cin- 
ema, she  says,  but  since 
returning  to  Sarajevo  the 
children  have  not  been 
taken  beyond  the  grounds. 
There  are  too  many  of  i-hwiii 


I fbr  the  few  staff  to  look 
after. 

“It  was  very  nice  In  Ger- 
many. They  had  everytbixig 
they  wanted  and  here  I 
don’t  know. . .Idon'tknow 
what  the  fiitnre  is  now  in 
Sarajevo." 

It  was  the  Bosnian  au- 
thorities who  insisted  on 
the  children’s  retmm,  and 
the  director  of  the  dill- 
I dren’s  home,  Amir  Zelic,  is 
defendve  about  the  eonidi- 
tions  there.  Things  may  not 
be  perfect  in  Bjelave  but  at 
least  they  are  back  In  foeir 
own  country,  he  says. 

*Tt  was  all  rl^t  to  bring 
these  children  back.  Be- 
cause In  Germany  they 
were  also  living  In  orphan- 
^es,  and  what  Is  the  differ- 
ence between  the  orphan- 
c^es  here  and  in  Germany? 
These  are  children  of  Bos- 
nia and  they  beloi^  to  Bos- 
nia,’’ Mr  Zelic  says. 

Almost  all  nhIMryn 
have  at  least  one  living 
parent,  but  so  far  none  has 
been  taken  home. 

Mr  Zelic  says  about  half 
may  go  back  to  their  homes 
within  six  months  but  the 
rest  will  remain  in  the 
home. 


keep  peace  of  mind  among  70  Mlow  hosta^  who  were  by 

Mtwing  lebtis  for  four  moulhs  in  Lima,  announced  bis  resigna^ 

tioQ  yesterdsy. 

Morihisa  AcAti  seemed  to  be  bowing  to  paUie  pressure  toteke 
regonsfonity  for  the  hostegB  crisis  at  his  residence  in  tte  Peru- 
irian Thaefa»ritlnfrij«rMiBrion^priiaawhaiPeiUVia)l 
seddites  stramed  the  residence,  rescued  all  the  hostages  but  one 

and  killed  an  14  rdiels.  Two  soii^ers  died. 

rec^rtfoa  1 had  hosted  caused  massive  pain  to  a zmmb«  cd'peoide. 
irw»iTiri^ng  ftipsg  *1*^  ]jrt**ntr  TicctOT."  Mr  A nfci  Twgnrih«s  _ 

nf»hp.T«)igrw»pariiafnBnt.  **TaHi  painfiiTly  aware  flfmvreSPCaiSi- 
tiilHy  thr  ranging  awTtety.** 

After hia  1^701  fo-Tspi*"  O"  AprfU « TWi»  Aniri  wasgnintnnned 
to  pariiamteit  amid  criticism  ofhis  handling  of  the  crisis  and  of 
his  lax  management  of  security. — I^YorkTlmes,  Tokjfo. 


Cancer  among  cane  cutters 

NINETY-FIVE  per  cad  ofwoanenworkmg  in  Dominican  sugar- 
cane plantations  suflfei' from  uterine  cancer  because  of  poor 
/wiriTKnwggnft  argntheaWh  >^rp.  a TTnitart  HbtWifl 

report  has  found. 

The  study  also  found  that  10  pa:  coit  of  the  total  canecutting 
population  of 60,000 was  suferfogfiom  Aids. 

‘Tfs  a qiuestion  of  bygiaie,"  said  JoseOna  Heredia  Matos,  a 
wial  worker  the  T/ia  Robles  planteHnn  in  Rarahnna,  ahont  12S 
miles  wert  cf  Santo  Daningo,  the  capftal. 

For  years,  hmnan  rights  groups  have  decried  condidcBisoo  the 

plantetifme  »here  whnTa  famftiea  are  farreft  tnitee  in  Hwy  imid 

huts  and  where  wnkers  are  often  forced  to  wmk  fbr  weeks 
without  rest  Hae  cane  enttera,  thousands  ofwfaom  come  from 
nejghbaaringBaiti,haveilflle(vtioabattoendurethebadE- 
biteaking  labour  and  poor  pay. 

Ihe  Doniimcan  presideot  Leaiel  FbendDdez,  has  vowed  to 

in^rove  oouditifODS  (m  foe  ptantatiODS  In  le^ranse  to  pnessure 
from  the  Kdtian  gcyaimienL  But  Mis  Heredia  said  conditioiis 
have  changed  little. —AP,  Btnfofknifogu. 


US  manhunt  for  gay  kiOer 

PCILICIE  to  flte  United  States  yesteiday  striped  up  a mardiunt  fix' 
a gay  serial  kiOer  they  describe  as  a *toiad  di^  on  a sEHee"  who  is 
suspected  ofldUh^iiw  peoide  across  the  country  in  the  last 
fortni^it. 

Poli^  who  would  not  spec£fr  where  they  were  concentrating 
their  seEirdi,  yesterday  advised  formte- lovers  of  27-year-old 
Andrew  ranyinan,d«er!bed  as  a highdassprustiliite  firm  San 
Di^o,  to  seek  proteetkm. 

Thc7  aie  seeing  Mr  Cunanan  in  ccamection  with  the  deaths  cf 
four  meoi  in  three  states  since  Apiil29.  when  lie  fl^firom 
Califomia  to  Afemesota.- AmoE^fhEm  are  ^33-703^0^ architect 

and  a fomi  w na™l  nffirer  ftgwf  ^ frnm  Opp  had 

been  shot  and  the  other  bludgecNied  to  death. 

On  May  4,  £iKMigiin.a72-year-ol(lpr(q?a1y  developer  and 
socialite  was  killed.  He  hadbeen  dashed  and  had  his  throat  cat 
with  a diainsaw.  Last  Friday,  a 45-yeao:-o]d  oemetteT  carefakei: 
was  found  shot  dead  in  Fennsville, New  Jersey. — AlexDuood 
Smitfi,  Was/iuigiott. 


Russia  ‘owns  seteed  arf 

RUSSIA’S  parliament,  oveexiding  a pcesideiitjlal  veto,  has  voted  to 
declareihattbeooazitayownsfliearttteesuresttseizedfinmNazi 
Germany  at  the  end  of  Qie  seecnd  world  war. 

But  the  d^^  culture  minister,  MQdiail  Slivydkol,  said  foot 
^TOsidentBorisYettemwouMaK^^tofbeoainslitutioDalcoaitto- 
have  the  vote  flashed. 

Mr  SZivydkoz  said  yesterdsy  ttaataliaut  140  members  of  padifr 
meat's  upper  chamber,  the  FederatiCRi  Couzi^  hsid  voted  to 
overate  Mr  Yeiltsto’s  objections. 

Items  taken  from  ^ NiBte  duiingthe  tear  indnde  a piiodess 

Gutenberg  biMe  and  painthigs  by  irnpraaainnfatttf*raridpTU>inal- 

and  Henri  Matisse,  (letniany  is  lobbying  hard  fiiw  the  treasures  to 
be  retuxxied. — Reuter.  Afoscow. 


Sri  Lankan  offensive 

SRI  LANEAN  troops  imfoed  their  way'forward  into  the  hearttend 
jfTamft 'Ilger  lebds  after  launching  a large  (ffenrive  ye^mday 


litde  Fesistance,  a defteice  ministry  statement  said. 


year.— Reuter,  Colombo. 


Angry  mob  tears  down  brotbel 


Austrian  report  on  slain  Kurds  condemned  as  ‘wbitewasb’ 


Kate  Connelly  In  Vienna 

Austria  published  a loag- 
awaited  report  yesterday 
exonerating  the  government 
of  colluding  in  the  1999  flight 
of  susperted  Iranian  assas- 
sins, but  opposition  parties 
said  the  document  was  a 
whitewash. 

The  report  into  the  shoot- 
ing of  three  Kurds  in  Vienna 

in  July  1989  stated  that  “no 


grave  mistakes  were  conunit- 
ted"  by  either  police  or  civil 
servants.  The  200-page  report, 
compiled  by  the  interior,  jus- 
tice and  foreign  ministries. 
foUowed  an  emergency  debate 
in  parliament  last  week  at 
which  opposition  parties 
claimed  the  government 
bowed  to  pressure  firom  Iran 
in  allowing  the  three  sus- 
pected kiUers  to  flee. 

Warrants  for  their  arrest 
were  only  Issued  after  they 


had  left  Austria.  Two  of  the 
men  are  believed  to  have  been 
held  in  custody  before  one 
was  put  on  a plane  to  Tehran 
— driven  to  Vienna  airport  is 
an  official  motorcade  — and 
another  was  given  protection 
in  the  Iranian  embassy  while 
the  third  allegedly 
disappeared. 

Chancellor  Viktor  Klima 
said  he  supported  the  report’s 
ftndings.  But  opposition  par- 
ties reacted  angrfly  to  the 


report  which  has  been  sent  to 
the  public  prosecutor’s  office. 

peter  FUz  of  the  Green 
Party  said  the  foreign  and  Jus- 
tice ministries  “did  nothing 
short  of  organising  an  escort 
servloe  fbr  Iranian  terrorists. 
It’s  a whitewash.*’ 

The  allegBtioDS  came  to 
light  In  mid-April  after  the 
widow  at  one  victim  said  the 
government  had  bowed  to 
Iranian  pressure  not.  to  dam- 
age Austro-Iranian  rations. 


of  Qm  250  prostitutes  Idthomeless  after  angry  resideuts 
to  Dha^  Bangfedesb,  denwlisbed  the  hzothd  in  which  they 

worked,  contemplate  their  fttture  moroGRAPitRAPiQuRRAMytAN 


o 


I remember  at  primary  eohool 
being  eerved  Bakewell  IbrL 
Manchester  Pudding  and 
Bradford  Mice  all  in  one  week. 
Each  dessert  was  exactly  the 
same,  but  I was  sweat  arid ' 
seven  and  didn’t  realise. 


WORLD  NEWS  7 


nw  OMardlan  Wednesday  May  u 1997 

Chris  McGreal  in  Kinshasa  reports  on  the  angry  reaction  to  the  man  being  lined  up  to  succeed  President  Mobutu  as  the  rebels  close  in 

Archbishop  triggers  protest  in  Zaire 


rwitors 


it 


t. 


i t' 


The  Zairean  govern- 
nicnt  imposed  an 
overnight  curfew 
yeslerday  and  ga%’e 
the  army*  orders  to 
snoot  looters  on  sight  ahead 
or  an  opposition-led  general 
stiiKe  in  Kinshasa  today.  The 
“dead  protest  was  called 
i^inst  the  appointment  of 
the  country's  most  powerful 
churchman  ns  President  Mo- 
butu Sesi*  Seho’s  successor 
and  In  demand  that  aiHnp 
autocrat  step  down  Immedi- 
ately and  unconditionally. 

LeaHets  have  alM  appeared 
on  (he  capital’s  streets  — pur- 
portedly from  the  rebels  dos- 
ing in  on  the  city  — rainng  on 
residents  to  stay  at  home 
until  Kinshasa  anally  fblls. 
They  warn  soldiers  and 
paUcemen  that  from  tomor- 
row they  will  be  considered 
enemies  of  the  pecmle  unless 
they  discard  their  uniforms. 

Zaire's  information  minis- 
ter, Kin-Kiey  Mulumba. 
warned  the  population  that 
the  rebels  are  only  two  hours 
from  the  city  and  called  on 
people  to  resist  any  attack. 

The  strike  call  came  as  a 
summit  planned  for  today  on 
a South  African  ship  in  ; 
Pointe  Noire.  Congo,  between  ' 
the  Zairean  president  and  the  | 
rebel  leader.  Z^aurent  Kabfla,  i 
ran  into  trouble  after  South  | 
African  mediators  fruitlessly 
sought  guarantees  that  both 
sides  are  finally  prepared  to 
seal  an  agreement  to  end  Mr 
Mobutu's  32-year  rule.  South 
African  oQicials  said  a deci- 
sion on  whether  to  postpone 
the  meeting  would  be  made 
tonight. 

Pretoria  hopes  to  fhshion  a 
deal  under  which  Mr  Mobutu 
hands  power  to  an  interim 
president  who  would  oversee 
a peaceftil  rebel  entry  into 
Kinshasa. 

At  the  weekend,  Mr  Mobu- 
tu’s supporters  in  Zaire’s  cha- 
otic parliament  reinstated  the 
Rivnan  Catholic  Archbishop 
of  Kisangani,  Laurent  Mon- 
sengu'o.  as  speaker  and  there- 
fore the  president's  i^al  suc- 
cessor. But  the  plan  appeared 
doomed  after  the  rebels 
repeated  their  demand  that 
pog'er  be  transferred  direct  to 
Mr  Kabila.  The  scheme  was 
also  rejected  by  the  archbish- 
op’s old  foe,  the  former  prime 
minister,  Etienne  Tshlsekedi. 
who  cali^  today’s  strike. 


The  archbishop  said  he 
would  not  accept  the  post  un- 
Ibss  he  had  the  agreement  of 
all  parties.  But  the  cleric, 
sometimes  described  as  the 
5*9®*  skilful  politician  in 
Zaire,  has  not  counted  him- 
self out  of  the  picture.  Cer- 
tainly  he  has  made  enough 
enemies  — Mr  Mobutu  amnng 
them  — to  rival  any  of  Zaire's 
seasoned  politidims. 

The  ai^bishop,  aged  S8, 
rose  to  politicaj  prominence 
six  years  ago  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  head  a national 
conference  on  Zaire’s  future 
which  had  become  bo^ed 
down  in  squabbles  as  it  tried 
to  cut  a path  to  constitutional 
rule  and  a democratic  system. 

Mr  Mobutu  created  the 
national  conference  only 
under  foreign  pressure  to 
relax  his  grip  on  power.  He 
immediately  set  about  under- ' 
mining  it  by  flooding  the  con- 1 
I ferenoe  with  cronies  and  buy- ' 
ing  off  enough  opponents  to  | 
' create  chaos. 

The  main  body  of  opposi- 
tion, led  by  Mr  Tshisekedi, 
played  into  Mr  Mobutu's 
hands  with  its  craven  pursuit 
of  self-interest  over  hammer- 
ing out  a workable 
constitution. 

Hie  archbishop,  who  had  a 
permanent  armed  guard, 
brought  to  bear  the  powerful 
influence  of  the  Chiirch  in  a 
country  wbere  more  thaw  half 
the  population  is  nominally 
Catholic.  The  Roman  Catholic 
church  supplanted  the  state 
in  important  areas  of  Zaire's 
decaying  infrastructiu’e,  espe- 
cially educatl<m.  health  care 
and  mail  delivery. 

Fr  Monsengwo  proved 
adept  at  sidestepping  Mr  Mo- 
butu's divide  and  rule  tactics. 
He  presided  over  the  conlbr- 
ence  like  a strict  school- 
master dealing  with  unruly 
pupils.  He  managed  to  decon- 
struct problems  to  the  core 
issue,  And  common  ground 
between  opposing  views  and 
construct  a solution. 

His  princlp^  aim  was  to 
bufld  a constitution  which 
trapped  Mr  Mobutu  into  hold- 
ii^  free  elections.  He  insisted 
on  a clause  requiring  th^  the 
jHTsident  and  prime  minister 
emne  from  separate  political 
parties. 

But  while  the  archbishop 
was  successful  enough  at 
bringing  the  national  confer- 


Archbishop Laurent  Monsengwo,  surrounded  by  bodyguards,  arrives  in  irtwithaisa  after  a trip  to  Bmssels  photograph:  jean-marc  bouju 


ence  to  order,  his  power  ulti- 
mately challenged  the  influ- 
ence of  Kir  Mobutu  and  Mr 
Tshisekedi.  After  the  national 
conference  evolved  into  a par- 
liament. with  Archbishop 
Monsengwo  as  speaker  and 
Mr  Tshisekedi  as  prime  min- 
ister, the  church  leader  be- 
cause embroiled  in  a new 


bout  of  political  bloodletting. 

The  prime  minister's  arro- 
gant and  authoritarian  style 
alienated  even  many  of  Mr 
Mobutu's  oppooents  and  the 
archbishop  backed  parlia- 
ment’s vote  to  remove  Mr 
Tshisekedi. 

The  deposed  prime  min^ 
ter’s  supporters  could  do 


nothing  but  accuse  the  arch- 
bishop of  being  a Mobutu 
stooge.  Mr  Tshisekedi's  stable 
of  newspapers  p^hed  the 
charge  with  vitriolic  denunci- 
ations of  Mr  Monsengwo  as 
“The  Antichrist'’.  Some  of  the 
mud  stuck  and  ordinary  Zair- 
eans beg^  to  question  his  in- 
te^ty-  Eventually  an  unhoSiy 


alliance  of  Mr  Mobutu’s  and 
Mr  Tshisekedi's  supporters 
voted  the  archbishop  out 
The  Vatican  had  allowed 
Archbishop  Monsengwo  to 
become  head  of  the  national 
conference  on  the  under- 
standing that  he  would  not  be 
appointed  president  There  is 
no  evidence  it  has  changed  its 


position.  But  more  moderate 
voices  believe  Zaire's  most 
prominent  religious  leader 
may  still  have  a crucial  role 
to  play  as  a credible  voice  in 
the  post-Mobutu  era. 

Whether  the  music-loving 
archbishop  wants  such  a role 
is  another  matter.  After  he 
was  dismissed  as  ^>eakier  two 


years  ago.  he  said  he  would  be 
more  t^n  happy  to  retreat  to 
pastoral  work  Kisangani. 

• British  nationals  were 
warned  tonight  to  leave  Zaire 
immediately  as  their  safetx* 
could  no  lon^r  be  guaran- 
teed. The  British  embassy  in 
Kinshasa  said  the  situation 
was  increasingly  volatile. 


Nigeria’s  treasures  stolen  for  art  trade 


Gary  Younge  reports  on  thefts  which  are 
emptying  museums  in  Africa  to  supply 
some  unscrupulous  collectors  in  the  West 


A bronze  replica  of  a Ife  terracotta  head,  12tfa-15Ch 
century,  which  disappeared  frxnn  a Nigerian  museum 


lOEKlAN  art  trea- 
sures are  being 
looted  from  muse- 
um.<  to  supply  nn 
undcr^roumi  iii'iwork  of  deal- 
ers, mosi  of  them  b.iisod  in 
[.oiidnn  .nnd  New  York. 

The  multi  million  pound 
trade,  which  i-ontravenes  a 
t'iiitcd  Nations  romi'niiun  on 
(?v  mU'  .imi  smuggling  of 
stolen  oiiwork.  has  left  some 
}nu.si‘ums  m (he  iMUiito'  vir- 
lu:iUy  i.'iii|il>. 

The  loonng  sparked  ctll.s  ui 
Kritalii  lor  Ihe  new  Libour 
gi'i\er!)ini*ni  to  honour  us 
manifesto  roinniMnieni  to 
rejiiin  I’nesco.  which  sup- 
{loris  the  ivlurn  of  :«ll  stolon 

CKTiotaliy.  natn*  Uun  iW 
wnrk.s  linve  bi*eu  stolon  from 
NiKeruuT  museums,  but  it  is 
geiK*r.iIly  ytwptoii  that  llu- 
real  ii.gurc  is  much  higher. 
Missmg  WMcks  Include  Bonin 
broures.  ti‘rr.ioott;i  heads 
(irotti  Ifo  111  the  siiiilh.  and  So- 
koto  .^nd  Nok  heads  from  iho 
north-west.  Many  predate 


written  history  in  their  areas 
.and  provide  some  of  the  few 
remaining  clues  to  civilisa- 
tions ivhich  flourished  up  to 

2.000  years  ago. 

In  the  museum  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  lib,  thieves,  who  are 
often  anned.  have  looted  prac- 
tically the  entire  collection 
leaving  only  empty  display 
cases  ,'ind  a bemu^  curator. 

"When  the  last  set  of  rob- 
bers came  the  museum 
guards  were  drugged.  Some- 
one came  and  promised  them 
n meal  and  of  course  they 
were  hungr)’.  While  they  slept 
the  museum  was  robbed  of 
most  of  its  last  works,"  said 
the  museum's  arefaaeok^st. 
Ope  Onabajo. 

L.*ist  month,  several  ofli- 
cials  nt  the  national  museum 
iif  .intiquities  were  arrested 
for  tri'ing  to  exhibits  to 
an  .American  dealer.  One  om- 
clal  said:  ’’We  do  arrange  for 
things  like  that  at  tunes. 
\N'h.'iT  does  it  depend  on? 

Money  of  course," 

Nigeria’s  isolation  from  the 


international  community 
following  the  execution  of  the 
hitman  rights  activlsl,  Ken 
Saro-Wiwa,  has  compounded 
difficulties  in  retrieving  the 
exhibits. 


"It  is  a very  serious  matter. 
A lot  of  revenue  has  been  lost 
These  artelkcts  date  to  pre-co- 
lonial times  and  are  of  very 
great  value  to  Nigeria’s  heri- 
tage. But  the  suspension  of 


*Some  collectors  may  be  naive  enough 
not  to  realise  this  stuff  has  been  exported 
illegally,  but  others  don’t  give  a damn’ 


Nigeria  from  the  Common- 
n’ealth  has  made  it  difflcult  to 
pursue  the  issue  with  the  vig- 
our we  would  like.”  said  a Ni- 
gerian High  Commission 
spokesman  in  London. 

The  works  are  usually 
taken  from  the  provinces  to 
the  capital.  Lagos,  where  they 
are  boxed  up  before  being 
smuggled  overseas.  Photo- 
graphs are  sent  ahead  to  deal- 
ers so  they  can  find  out  what 
is  on  the  market,  then  if  they 
are  interested  the  piece  usu- 
ally foUows. 

Some  dealers  may  not  real- 
ise the  works  are  stolen  but 
most  are  not  so  naive,  said 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Art  at 
Glasgow  university.  Frank 
Wiliett.  who  is  an  expert  on 
Nigerian  art 

suppose  the  ultimate  end 
of  the  Ihie  is  New  York  and 
London.  Some  collectors  may 
be  innocent,  naive  enough  not 
to  realise  that  this  stuff  has 
been  exported  illegally,  but 
others  I don't  think  give  a 
damn.  They  feel  if  they  can 


afford  to  buy  it  then  they 
have  title.  They  are  simply 
buying  the  heritage  of  Afri- 
can peoples  and  making  a 
proflt  on  it" 

Revelations  of  the  looting, 
to  be  screened  on  BBC-2 
tonight,  will  heighten  debate 
over  the  government's  deci- 
sion on  whether  to  return 
artworks  stolen  from  Benin 
and  Ethiopia  during  the  colo- 
nial era. 

Bernie  Grant  MP  £6r  Tot- 
tenham. has  contacted  muse- 
ums in  Exeter  and  Glasgow  to 
try  to  persuade  them  to 
return  ceremonial  sculptures 
taken  from  Benin  lOO  years 
ago.  “I  will  be  seeing  the  Heri- 
tage Secretary  not  only  about 
getting  artefacts  back  to  their 
country  of  origin,  particu- 
larly those  which  have  been 
stolen,  but  also  about  the  situ- 
ation today  in  relation  to  the 
smuggling  of  these  illegal 
goods."  be  said. 

Black  Britain  icill  be  screened 
tonight  on  BBC2  at  7.30 


Baseless  optimism  turns  sour  in  Okinawa 


News  in  brief 
Mass  grave 


Japan’s  poorest  prefecture  is  wondering  whether  it  might  be 
better  off  independent,  reports  Jonathan  Watts  in  Okinawa 


A # HKN  1 was  ftve 
ii\i  or  sis.  I'd  get  a 
kf  V ploco  of  white 
and  draw*  a big  rntind 
m It  In  rt»d  crayon, 
rd  llx  one  side  of  the 
lo  a chop:  tick  :md 
II  around  like  a nag. 
tg  at  the  day  when  I 
celebrate  being  Jnpa- 
Nnw.  though,  that 
K has  Kune-  Of  courw. 
jiipanMe.  but  today  n 

a«ked  about  my  idcn- 

I desdrihe  myself  as 
iwun."  . , . 

> many  of  the  Island 
iDhabltants.  Ka- 

.1  Hokanu.  nsrd  30.  a 
•r.  haw  mixed  R*ellnps 
the  25th  anulvcrsnry 

rrow  of  Okinawa's 
lion  to  Japanese  rule. 
1972,  there  was  wide- 
irellerihat  27  years  of 
i Slates  mUitury  occu- 
I h^  come  lo  an  end. 
from  the  advantage  of 
aWe  to  travel  froel,v  to 
and  Japan  without  a 
jrt.  inanv  Okinaw-ans 

that,  by  rcunllloR. 


they  could  close  the  income 
gap  that  had  opened  up  over 
the  years. 

However,  a quarter  of  a 
century  later  Okinawa 
rcraalus  Japan’s  poorest 
nrefcctorc.  it  bears  a larger 
proportion  of  US  military 
bases  than  c^’er  and  there  is 
a growing  feeling  among  the 
population  that  they  are 
being  discriminated  against 
bvTbKyo. 

'Polls  show  that  more  than 
80  per  cent  of  Okinawa^ 
are  glad  that  revas^  t^ 
place,  but  relations  with  the 
mainUnd  have  never  been 
more  Strained. 

Professor  Takayoshi 
Ecaml.  a public  opimon 
expert  at  Okinawa  s 
kvu  University,  says  about 
70  per  cent  of  Okinawa^ 
an-  dlssatlsfirf  “‘“..S' 

central  covenunent.  For 
the  first  lime  In  « 
of  a eentur>’,  thert  **  ® 
ons  dobaie  about  whether 
or  not  It  would  to 

be  independent,  he 

Before  being  forcibly 
integrated  into  Japan  m 


1879.  Okinawa  was  known 
as  the  Ry^'u  Kingdom.  Its 
location  — closer  to  Shang- 
hai. Manila  and  Seoul  than 
TOlb’o  — made  It  an  Asian 
cultural  and  trade  hub. 

Prof  Egami  believes  Old- 
nawans  look  back  at  that 
period  as  a golden  age. 
“Rather  than  being  on  the 
periphery  of  Japan,  eco- 
nomically weak  and  forced 
to  host  US  bases  as  now,  the 
Ryukyu  Kingdom  era  rep- 
resents an  ideal  ibr  many 
Okinawans,**  be  said. 

Okinawa  has  a more  di- 
verse eth^c  and  cultural 
mix  than  the  mainland. 
Many  ftel  this  dlflbrence 
has  lead  to  discrimination 
against  them  by  Tokyo. 

The  most  recent  example 
of  this  was  a law  passed  by 
the  Diet  (parliament)  last 
month  applying  only  to 
Okinawa  prefecture,  which 
forced  many  owners  of  land 
upon  which  there  were  US 
militars'  basM  to  extend  the 
leases  on  their  property. 

PftmywfinHng  on  the  way 
the  government  rushed  the 


bill  through,  the  Asahl 
Shimbon  newspaper  asked. 
”How  many  politicians 
really  oonmdered  the  plight 
of  the  people  of  Okisa-wa  as 
their  own?" 

One  of  the  most  outspoken 
critics  is  Shoichi  Chibana,  a 
gxocer  and  base  landowner, 
who  has  been  arrested  twice 
for  his  protests. 


‘It  seems  the  rest 
of  Japan  does  not 
see  our  problem 
as  their  problem’ 


“In  the  past  28  years,  the 
roads  and  s:±ooIs  faa've  im- 
proved, bat  political  power 
has  not  spread  to  Oki- 
nawa.” said  Mr  Chibana. 
“The  government  say  they 
have  to  provide  land  for  the 
bases  to  meet  their  respon- 
sibilities under  the  Joint 
Secuj^  Treaty  with  the 
US.  But  they  don’t  take  the 
responsibility  themselves, 
th^  pass  it  on  to 
Okinawa,  despite  the  oppo- 
sition of  onr  prefectnral 
and  town  assemblies.** 


Mr  Chibana  Is  one  of  the 

3.000  base  landowners  who 
refused  to  grant  the  govern- 
ment an  extension  of  the 
leases.  However,  another 

30.000  accepted  — the  rent 
the  Japanese  government 
pays  them  is  an  important 
part  of  their  income. 

Although  Tokyo  has 
pumped  over  5 trillion  yen 
(£2.5  billion)  into  Okinawa 
since  1972,  the  economy 
remains  weak  and  depen- 
dent on  bases,  tourism  and 
public  works,  incomes  are 
25  per  cent  lower  tban  tbe 
Japanese  average. 

Many  Okinawans  believe 
they  were  sacrificed  by 
Tokyo  in  1945.  when  — in 
tbe  only  land  battle  on  Jap- 
anese territory  — 120.000 
local  people  were  killed. 

KikTikp  Miyagi,  then  16, 
saw  most  of  her  school- 
mates and  teachers  die. 
i.iicp  many  peace-conscious 
OkinawanB.  she  supported 
tbe  reversion  movement, 
fhinteing  It  would  lead  to 
the  removal  of  the  bases. 
She  has  been  disappointed: 
“It  seems  that  tbe  rest  of 
Japan  does  not  see  our 
problem  as  their  problem. 
Ail  that  we  ask  is  to  be 
treated  tbe  same.** 


in  Vietnam 

Tbe  remains  of  66  communist 
soldiers  killed  in  tbe  Vietnam 
war  have  been  discovered  in  a 
mass  grave,  c^cial  media 
said  yesterday. 

It  is  thought  tbe  North  Viet- 
namese soldiers,  buried  in  a 
5D0ft'Wide  grave  in  the  central 
province  of  Quang  Ngai.  were 
killed  in  battle  by  a South 
Korean  infantry  unit  and  US- 
backed  forces  in  1967.  — AP. 

Sectarian  violence 

At  least  one  person  has  been 
shot  dead  and  three  others 
wounded  in  clashes  between 
two  rival  Muslim  groups 
since  Monday  night  in  a vil- 
lage in  Russia's  southern  Da- 
gestan region.  Police  were 
sending  reinforcements  yes- 
terday in  an  attempt  to  quell 
tbe  violence.  — Reuter. 

Ambassador  quits 

Israel's  ambassador  to  Jor- 
dan. Oded  Eran,  has  resigned 
after  four  days  in  the  job,  the 
ibreign  minisoy  said.  He  de- 
cided to  oult  after  not  being 
told  about  a secret  meeting 
between  the  prime  minister, 
Binyamin  Netanyahu,  and 
King  Hussein  of  Jordan  last 
Thursday  in  Aqaba.  — AP. 


Police  sent  in  to 
beat  eiram  rage 


Arahad  Mahmud  in  Dhaka 


VIOI£NCE  arising  out  of 
students'  attempts  to 
cheat  is  disrupting  tbe 
higher  secon^ry  certifleate 
final  examinations  now  under 
way  throughout  Bangladesh. 

More  than  700,000  students 
are  taking  tbe  examinations. 
Those  who  pass  are  eii^ble 
for  admission  to  universities 
and  colleges  of  higher 
education. 

Extra  police  have  been  sent 
to  tbe  most  violent  regions, 
examinations  have  been  can- 
celled and  some  unmanage- 
able centres  have  been  closed 
and  tbe  students  moved  to 
more  secure  areas. 

The  crackdown  was 
prompted  by  violent  clashes 
at  tbe  weekend  between 
police  and  students  in  which 
more  than  200  people  were  in- 
jur^ There  was  widesprrad 
destiTJCtion  of  examination 
centres,  incidents  of  arson 
and  invigilators  were  as- 
sault^ during  the  English 
language  exam. 

police  regained  control  by 
using  tear  gas  and  making 
several  arrests.  More  than 

5.000  students  were  expelled. 

Most  of  the  incidents  took 
place  in  remote  districts 
where  the  lack  of  adequate 
police  apparently  encouraged 
the  students  to  indulge  in 
blatant  cheating. 

The  invigilators  were 
reportedly  powerless  in  the 
face  of  threats  from  the  stu- 


dents and  their  accomplices 
waiting  outside  examination 
centres  with  sticks,  knives 
and  handmade  bombs. 

Tbe  most  serious  Incidents 
took  place  in  tbe  Bbola  dis- 
trict in  the  south  of  the 
country  and  six  districts  In 
tbe  north  and  south-east. 

The  trouble  began  in  the 
remote  Lalmohan  district  on 
Bboia  island  moments  after 
the  exam  started  when  tbe  in- 
vigilators tried  to  stop  stu- 
dents copying. 

The  enraged  examinees 
n'ent  on  the  rampage,  destro}'- 
ing  furniture,  ripping  up 
exam  papers  and  setting  fire 
to  two  police  Jeeps.  More 
tban  100  were  injui^  in  the 
ensuing  clashes  between  the 
police  and  tbe  students.  Two 
policemen  — one  the  chief  of 
tbe  local  administration  — 
vrere  seriously  wounded. 

The  authorities  have  can- 
celled the  evani  and  shifts 
the  centre  to  a relatively  weQ- 
managed  examination  hall 
about  12  miles  away. 

In  Tangail.  about  62  miles 
north  of  the  capttaL  Dhaka,  a 
group  of  people  supplying  the 
students  with  written 
answers  for  money  clashed 
with  police.  More  than  50 
pMple  were  ii\jured  in  the  in- 
cident. including  five 
policemen. 

In  tbe  south-eastern  district 
of  Chandpur.  angry*  students 
assaulted  a profe^or  of  chem- 
istry after  he  expelled  a girl 
caught  copying  In  the  exami- 
nation baft 
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Almost  a catastrophe 

The  Tunnel’s  waggons  must  be  redesigned 


THE  REPORT  of  tbe  Channel  Tunn^ 
Safety  AuQioilty  into  last  November's 
fire  mahes  very  alarming  reading,  in 
marked  contrast  with  Eurotunnel's 
complacent  response  to  what  was  al- 
most a catastrophe.  The  Channel  Tun- 
nel is  still  hii^ly  popular  among  the 
passengers  who  travel  by  Eurostar  — 
which  has  been  unaSbcted.  It  QjShrs  an. 
attractive  service  to  lorry  operators  — 
who  are  keen  to  see  their  shuttle  reopen 
_ which  beats  the  ferry  alternative. 
The  car  shuttle  which  has  continued  to 
operate  is  very  popular.  But  these 
pluses  cannot  canc^  out  the  menacing 
minus  recorded  in  yesterday’s  report,  if 
only  because  anoA^  accident  could 
destroy  the  tunnel’s  attraction  for  ever. 

The  November  fire,  it  emerges 
clearly  &om  this  report,  revealed  seri- 
ous d^ciencies  in  the  emergency  pro- 
cedures and  staff  training.  This  was 
quite  ap^  from  the  controversial 
open  lattice-sided  design  of  the  wag- 
gons which  allowed  it'*  to  spread 
quidkly.&om  one  to  the  next  It  took 
more  than  an  hour  after  the  first  sight- 
ing of  the  fire  for  the  Kbit  fire  brigade 
to  be  infbrmed.  The  hotline  betv^n 
the  UK  and  French  tunnel  command 
centres  failed:  it  took  even  longer  for 
this  important  link  to  be  established. 
Control-centre  operators  and  other 
staff  showed  an  obvious  lade  of  train- 
ing in  how  to  manage  emergencies.  ' 

Simple  mistakes  were  made,  such  as  i 
allowii^  otiier  trains  to  continue  using  I 
the  tunnd  which  accelerated  the  build 
up  of  smoke.  There  was  also  a dday  in 
switching  on  the  supplementary  venti- 
lation system  while  the  crossover  doors 
into  the  service  tonnd  had  been  left 
open.  All  of  these  faults  in  training  and 
procedure  can  and  must  be  rectified, 
but  how  much  confidence  should  be 
placed  in  a management  which  allowed 
them  to  happen  in  the  first  place? 

Some  of  tbe  most  worrying  detail  in 
the  report  concerns  tbe  conditions 


! under  which  the  firefighters  had  to 
I work.  Ihe  (hief  fire  officer  of  Kent 
I described  the  operation  yesterday  as 
“akin  to  dealing  with  a fire  in  a remote 
I part  of  the  county.”  But  this  was  no 
isolated  house  or  hay  bam  on  fire  out 
I in  the  open,  but  an  entire  train  with 
combustible  cargoes  and  vulnerable 
human  beings  trapped  in  a tumiei 
where  the  temperatures  reached  as 
h^  as  1300  d^rees  centigrade.  The 
space  between  the  side  of  the  train  and 
tile  tunnel  wall,  we  are  told,  was  only 
one  metre  wide.  (Ludicrouby,  a Euro- 
tunnel was  riatTning  3reberday 

that  there  could  be  “few  more  benign 
environments  ffom  which  to  fight  a fire 
than  the  Chbinel  Tunnel")  It  is  little 
wonder  that  the  fire  Brigades  Union 
has  threatened  to  let  a futore  fire  bum 
out  once  people  have  been  evacu- 
ated. That  could  finish  off  the  already 
debt-riddi^  tunnel  a oommercial  in- 
vestment once  and  for  all 

The  Channel  Tunnel  Safety  Authority 
has  no  reason  to  exaggerate  the  serious 
nature  of  the  incident  If  anything,  it 
might  be  more  inclined  to  give  too 
fevourable  a verdict  on  the  hardware  of 
a safety  system  which  it  had  previously 
approved.  Tbe  Chief  and  Assistant 
Chief  Fire  Officers'  Assoriation  yestei> 
day  urged  the  Authority  to  look  again 
at  the  design  of  the  open-lattice  wag- 
gons. The  Authority  s^ms  to  -have 
ducked  tbe  issue,  even  tboi^  its  chair- 
man said  yesterday  he  would  "welcome 
with  open  arms"  a redesign. 

Ihat  is  what  is  needed,  and  the 
Anglo-Ftench  Intergovernmental  Com- 
mission should  insist  on  it — instead  of 
the  new  waggons  of  substantially  tbe 
same  design  now  on  order.  The  only 
conceivable  objection  toteplacing  these 
with  an  enclosed  design  is  financial  It 
may  cost  more  money  vdiicb  Eurotun- 
nel doesn’t  have.  But  which  is  pr^bra- 
ble,  the  risk  of  bankruptcy  or  another 
much  worse  disaster? 


A party  that  still  won’t  listen 

The  Tories  are  re-enacting  Labour's  fatal  fiasco  after  1979 


NOT  for  the  first  time,  though  perhaps 
fbr  the  last.  John  Major’s  leadership  of 
the  Conservatives  has  created  more 
problems  for  his  party  than  it  has 
solved.  By  resigning  even  before  the 
last  votes  were  counted  on  the  day  that 
die  Tories  lost  power.  Mr  l^or  may 
have  given  the  impression  tiiat  he  was 
taking  decisive  action  to  address  the 
future.  Yet  by  doix^  so  he  plimged  bis 
party  into  an  instant  leadership  elec- 
tion it  did  not  need  to  hold  so  soon  and 
which  is  now  becoming  ever  more 
messily  entangled  with  toe  traumatic 
post-mortem  into  Lalx>ur’s  election  tri- 
umph. The  Ann  Widdeoombe-Michael 
Howard  spat  is  just  an  entertaining 
sideshow  in  tbe  wider  shambles  that  is 
today’s  Comexvative  Party. 

Yesterday’s  Guardian/ICM  opinion 
poll  on  the  Tory  leadership  illustrates 
part  of  the  problem.  Six  well-known 
candidates  - bave  declared  themselves, , 
yet  none  of  them  commands  more  than 
18  per  cent  approval  among  the  general- 
public.  Five  of  toe  six  men  have  spent ' 
years  on  the  treadmill  of  government;  | 
toe  other  is  a forbidding  ri^t-wing  | 
intellectual  whom  most  people  think . 
would  be  a disastrous  leader.  all  I 
these  men  need,  and  what  their  party  ' 
needs,  is  time.  They  needed  to  let  toe 
implications  of  May  1 sink  in.  They 
needed  to  discuss  their  party’s  weak- 
nesses. They  needed  to  decide  the  sort 
of  course  they  wish  to  set  There  was 
time  to  do  all  this  before  toe  summer. 
With  the  party  reduced  to  164  MPs, 
there  -was  a powerful  case  for  consider^ 


ing  a broader  firanebise  in  the  choice  of 
leader,  to  allow  the  voices  of  urban, 
Scottish,  and  Welsh  Toryism  to  be  repre- 
sented in  the  process.  All  of  tiiis  could 
have  been  done  before  the  party  confer- 
ence in  October,  at  whidi  point  the 
strategy  for  regaining  power  mi^t 
have  been  launched. 

Instead,  Mr  Major  wants  his  party  to 
choose  its  leader  first  and  then  to  adjust 
its  view  of  the  world  afierwaids.  But 
what  the  party  rteOly  needs  is  to  adjust 
first  and  then  choose  toe  right  leader  in 
the  light  of  toe  course  it  has  chosen.  Ihe 
party  despera^y  needs  to  recognise  the 
dangers  of  which  Kenneth  Clarke 
warned  tills  week.  Ihe  Conservatives 
did  not  lose  in  1997  because  they  were 
not  Eurosceptic  enough  but  because 
they  had  ceased  to  bilieve  what  toe 
voters  kept  on  telling  them,  in  poll  after 
poll  and  by  election  after  by  election. 

The  Tories  are  still  not  listening.  As  a 
result,  if  they  are  not  careful,  they  are 
about  to  r&enact  toe  mistakes  Labour 
oommitted  after  their  own  defeat  in 
1979.  Labour  had  stopped  listening 
then,  and  things  got  worse  for  them  in 
198^  not  better.  They  could  get  worse, 
and  not  better,  for  the  Tories  after  1^ 
for  toe  same  reason.  Perhaps,  aft^ 
having  put  up  with  so  much  disloyalty 
fium  his  party  for  so  long,  Mr  Bdajor 
was  simply  putting  two  fingers  up  to 
the  lot  of  them.  Understandable  per- 
hase.  But  not  riever  politics.  Mr  Ma- 
jor’s anxie^  to  quit  the  scene  so  rapidly 
has  done  him  no  credit  and  the  pai^  no 
fevours. 


The  Old  Lady  Is  at  It  again 

She  wants  another  rise  in  interest  rates;  or  is  it  a ploy? 


THE  BANK  of  England  is  seizing  its 
prospecti-ve  independence  with  relish. 
A week  after  raising  interest  rates  the 
Old  Lady  is  ihreatenit^  more  of  the 
same.  Yet  a man  ftom  Mars  might  find 
it  difficult  to  see  signs  of  an  inflation 
explosion  in  this  country.  The  prices 
chai^  by  producers  — an  early  indi- 
cation of  shop  prices  — have  risen  only 
0.8  per  cent  in  the  past  year.  And  toe 
cost  of  raw  materials  and  fiiels,  which 
give  an  even  earlier  indication  of  retail 
prices,  have  — wait  for  it  -^fallen  by 
10.5  per  cent  in  the  past  year. 

If  the  Bank  rushes  to  put  up  interest 
rates  in  these  conditions  then  goodness 
Imows  what  happen  if  input  prices  were 
rising  sharply.  The  excuse  is  that  toe 
short-term  inflation  prospects  are 
favourable  only  because  of  the  recent 
strength  of  sterling  which  the  Bank 
expects  to  be  temporary  (which  it  won’t 
be  if  toe  Bank  keeps  on  putting  up 
interest  rates  to  widen  toe  differential 


with  other  coimtries).  The  Bank  also 
seems  to  pay  little  serious  attention  to 
the  new  Buxupean  indices  based  on  a 
harmonised  way  of  measuring  inflation 
in  all  EU  countries.  They  show  Brit- 
ain’s inflation  rate  to  be  a modest  2 per 
cent  instead  of  2.7  per  cent  on  the 

official  measure.  One  of  the  reasons  the 
European  measure  is  lower  is  that  it 
includes  computers  (which  have  feUen 
sharply  in  real  terms)  in  the  RPI  which 
toe  ^ RPI  curiously  leaves  out  Even 
the  arrival  of  the  Maastricht-fitiendly 
Labour  government  doesn’t  seem  to 
have  made  much  difference  even 
thoi^  it  is  the  harmonised  figures  that 
will  be  used  to  judge  whether  coimtries 
qual^  for  monetary  union.  Maybe  tbe 
Bank  is  merely  threatening  bl^r 
rates  to  persuade  the  Government  to 
raise  taxes  in  the  forthcoming  budget 
by  enough  to  ensure  that  interest  rates 
don’t  have  to  rise  after  alL  A modem 
case  of  toe  Bank  doing  good  by  stealth? 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Settiiig  the  law  to  rights 


Child  labour:  the  ball  bounces 
back  into  Christian  Aid’s  court  , 


IF  peoide  atv  to  feel  Ihe 
booeSts  of  inccffporating 
the  Eun^iean  Coavention 
CBlalr’s  privacy  rights  pledge. 
May  13),  we  need  a put^ 
bo^  diaoged  wife  reqmnsi- 
bili^  for  promoting  and  m- 
fbreing  it  A bnman  rights 
commission,  a 
in  Laboi^s  Joint  r^ort  with 
the  Liberal  Democrats  on  con- 
stitutional reform,  wonld  ful- 
fil to^  fanctions. 

It  would  advise  individuals 
how  to  obtain  redress  and 
scrutinise  proposed  legisla- 
tion fbr  confiMinity  to  tbe 
Convention,  thus  reducing 
tbe  possibntty  of  snbseqnent 
challenge  in  the  courts.  It 
would  conduct  inqobries  into 
issues  causing  public  concern 
and  could  fester  a cultnre  of 
rights  and  responsibilities 
throughout  society.  Were  the 
UK  to  follow  the  UN's  encour- 
agement to.  member  states  to 
establish  national  boman 
rights  Lnstltutioas  of  this 
Trind  it  would  enhance  its 
credibility  when  encouraging 
other  states  m .improve  the 
protection  oGGnled  to  their 
owncitizens. 

The  need  fbr  tbe  UK  to  dem- 
onstrate its  good  intentions  is 
particularly  strong  in  North- 
ern Irdand  where  a commis- 
sion should  replace  tbe  advi- 
sory. body  which  currently 
stru^des  to  overcome  its  lim- 
ited mandate  and  resonrees, 
the  Standing  Advisory  Com- 
mission on  Human  Ri^its. 
Sarah  Spencer. 

Director. 

Human  Rights  Programme, 
IPPR, 

3(^32  Southampton  Street, 
London  WC2E  7RA. 


^PhoSB  members  of  society 
I -vtixo  are  most  in  need  of 
protection  under  the  Conven- 
tion— ie  prisoners — will  find 
little  cmnfoct  unless  the  Gov- 
■ermnent  prq^ioses  a test  trade 
syststt  of  Justice  to  deal  with 
serious  abuses  of  human 
rights  within  this  country. 

A Iniman  rigto  ecEumissioa 
should  bear  in  mind,  for 
instance,  titat  Judicial  review, 
the  only  m^hod  of  dieclting 
abuses  cf  powo-  by  public 
bodies,  is  a eanfeersonie  and 
inefibettve  pFOcedure  -ndiich 
gives  ooly  scant  proteetxxi  to 
ftwirfawiimtai  of  bxuzian 

ri^ts.  A prisoner  who  is 
wrm^  kept  in  solitary  cem- 
finement  or  moved  from 
prison  to  prison  win  find  little 
cesriort  m a jiuficid  hearing  to 
takp  plaoft  in  six  months'  Hme, 
A human  rights  commission 
wiQ'also  need  to  clarify  those 
issues  which  it  coosldais  to 
fall  within  the  scope  of 
“human  rights".  The  Euro- 
pean Court  has  consistently 
faitad  to  recognise  rha  exis- 
tence of  any  fundamental 
rights  In  respect  of  prisoners 
convicted  of  murder,  de^ite 
the  feet  that  the  system  has 
been  criticised  by  leading 
members  of  the  judiciary  and 
the  Parole  Board. 

Simon  Creighton. 

SdicitOT,  ftlsoottrs' 

Advice  Service. 

Unit  305,  Hatton  Square, 

16/16a  Baldwins  Goodens, 
London  EClN ‘7RJ. 

Your  Leada:  (May  13)  ex- 
presses concern  that  the 
right  to  privacy  might  have  a 
detrimental  effect  on  the 
media.  In  fact  the  grea:^ 


threat  to  the  privacy  of  ordi- 
nary people  comes  from  the 
state  — tbe  police,  local  au- 
thorities, government  dep^ 
ments  and  otiier  large  institu 
tions.  It  is  tbe  rapid  pn^ress 
in  technological  develop 
marts,  whlrii  includes,  for 
instance,  cameras  tiiat  have 
facial  recognition  systems 
sophisticated  surveillance  of 
Wgphone  and  new  bug- 
ging devices. -witiwut  any  cor- 
responding development  in 
tile  regulation  of  sudi  tedmol- 
ogy.  &t  is  of  urgent  concow. 

It  is  to  protect  people  firam 
this  kind  of  largky  unregu- 
lated interfefoice  that  the 
ri^  to  privacy  in  the  Con- 
venUon  is  necessary. 
jQhuWadham. 

Director,  Liberty. 

21  Tabard  Street, 
LonitonSEl4LA 

PRESS  freedom  is  not  at 
risk  from  the  Convention. 
Ifee  right  to  freedom  of  ex- 
pression is  guaranteed  under 
Article  10  and  the  public  inter- 
est defoice  is  built  in.  What 
newspapers  proprietors  are 
worried  about  is  that  they 
might  lose  tiieir  licence  to 
make  mon^  at  the  expence  of 
other  people’s  misfortunes. 
This  has  nothing  to  do  with 
press  freedom  and  everythli^ 
to  do  with  what  has  gone 
wrong  with  jouxnklistic  stan- 
dards. The  press  .should  bave 
no  more  special  pririleges 
than  the  public.  Ihe  Conven- 
tion win  adjust  the  balance. 
MikeJempson. 

Executive  Director, 

PressWise. 

25  Easton  Business  Centre, 
Fhliz  Road,  Bristol  BSS  OHE. 


Soap  and  sanity 

IN  EastEnders  (TV  soap 
sparics  bias  fight  May  10),  a 
young  man  si^rs  the  trau- 
matic loss  of  his  sister,  redis- 
covers his  flather,  finds  a sis- 
tn*  he  never  knew  he  had, 
loses  his  father  (again),  is  ex- 
posed to  the  corrupt  d^ma  of 
a reli^us  cult  and  loses  trust 
in  his  only  supportive 
relationship  (his  mother). 
Isn't  this  enou^  to  provoke 
the  deepest  personal  crisis  in 
any  c£  us?  What  on  earth 
obliges  us  to  explain  the 
resulting  effects  on  his  behav- 
iour as  a disease  or  genetic 
defect? 

Seventeen  years  as  a quali- 
fied mental  health  profes- 
sional and  I still  struggle  to 
see  how  it  Is  useful  to  de- 
scribe someone  as  schizo 
phrenic.  1 certainly  fe£L  to 
understand  bow  such  a dh^ 
nosis  will  benefit  Joe  Wldts. 
Steve  Nash. 

117  Heaton  Park  Road. 
Newcasde-upon-iyne  NE6  SNR. 


qfWviShOfUH 
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The  title  role 

Martin  i^tUe  is  wrong 
that  “tbe  left  has  always 
tended  towards  democratic  in- 
fbnnallty'*  in  the  use  Chris- 
tian names  (Whaf  s in  a name? 
May  10).  Tbe  early  members  of 
the  left — trade  unions,  social- 
ist societies,  the  Co-operative 
Movement,  etc  — were  always 
punctilious  in  addressing 
other  as  M]r  or  Mrs  So-and-So, 
and  the  use  of  Christian 
names  was  reserved  for  a 
small  circle  of  old  friends.  In 


his  memoirs,  Malcolm  Mi^ 
geridge  says  of  his  early  days 
in  the  Labour  movemwit  "We 
mistered  each  other  like 
mad”,  and  goes  on  to  say  that 
in  debate  they  were  carrful  to 
address  the  chairmnw  prop- 
erly and  to  r^r  to  o^c 
speakers  formally. 

tn  the  d^s  whw  men  were 
treated  as  rather  than 
as  human  beings  it  was  impor- 
tant that  dignity  should  be 
maintained  between  equals. 
RegNeaL 

26  Brumby  .Wood  r^itia 
Scunthorpe  DN17  lAB. 


US  slips  on  a banana  skin 


For  the  US  to  express  con- 
cern about  the  danger  h 
feces  from  drug  productioa 
and  drug  trafflekiag  is  some- 
what ironic  (Islands  link  drug 
cartels  to  Europe.  May  12). 

The  US,  which  has  never 
exported  a single  banana,  has 
lodged  a complaint  at  the 
World  Trade  Organisation 
against  tiie  ED’S  preferaitial 
access  for  Caribbean 
bananas.  As  we  saw  in  the 
eastern  Caribbean  last  week, 
small  farmers  would  simply 
not  be  able  to  compete  with 
the  bananas  grown  on  large 
plantations  In  Latin  America, 
owned  by  North  American 
multinationals.  So,  if  smne 
formers  are  already  “divers- 
ifying” into  drug  production 
and  trading  than,  If  the  Carib- 
bean banana  industry  cat- 
lapses,  we  will  inevitably  see 
an  increase  in  narcotics  activ- 
ity. It  be  Qie  ^ which 
fe^  the  brunt  of  this, 
denys  Einxtock  hQSP. 

David  Tbomae  MEP. 

Terry  Wynn  MEP. 

European  Parliament. 

97  rue  Belliard, 

Brussels  B-10€7. 


IT  IS  a sbame  tibat  your  City 
diary  (May  8)  inomged  in 
den^h^  remarks  about  the 
EU  p^amentaiy  feet-find- 
iz^  mission  to  assess  tbe  dan- 
gers  to  the  Caribbean  banana 
industry  if  the  WTO  ruling 
goes  against  them.  The  Carib- 
bean faces  economic  and 
social  devastetfon  without  the 
EU  banana  regime 
The  region  is  susceptible  to 
natural  disasters,  inclading 
hurricanes,  droughts  and 
floods,  and  hag  higher  unit 
costs  of  production  due  to 
steep  terrain  and  economies 
of  scale.  DLverslflcatioa  is 
being  pursued,  but  is  only- 
possible  over  time  and  along- 
side a nourishing  bangTiff 
trade.  la  the  Windward  Is- 
lands, for  example,  this  one 
crop  accounts  for  up  to  90  per 
cent  of  primary  exports  and 
25  per  cent  of  GDP. 

For  those  affected  this  is  no 
joking  matter. 

Gordon  Myexs. 

European  fopresentatlve. 
Caribbean  Banana  Exporters’ 
Association. 

Nugents  Park. 

Hatch  End,  Middx  HA54RA. 


Animal’s  right 

Graham  stringer’s  letter 
(May  13)  is  extraordinary 
and  di^racefUL  That  he  com- 
pares opponeats  of  Muebes- 
ter  Alr|K>rt’s  second  runway 
to  fascists  and  tpa»?  murder- 
ers only  shows  how  rattled  he 

must  be  by  their  criticisms. 
But  possible  libel  of  his  oppo- 
nents aside,  his  comparison  Is 
in^  Mussolini  and  Pol  Pot 
seized  power  by  force  of  anns- 
Swampy,  Animal  and  Muppet 
Dave  have  no  power  and  no 
means  of  obtaining  u. 

Joseph  Nicholas. 
ISJansonsRoa^ 

London  NI54JU. 

IT  is  interesting  to  note  this 
new  Labour  MP*s  obvious 

dislike  of  direct  action.  I won- 
der what  his  view  woiOd  have 
been  of  suffragettes,  early 
trade  unionists,  civil  ri^ts 
activists  and  others  who  have 
taken  cUrect  action  in  the  past 
to  further  their  cause.  Would 
he  r^aid  tiiem  as  mmjpp 
from  the  same  political  trad- 
ition as  Mussolini  or  Pol  put? 
Iain  Rowan. 

9 Beachwood  Terrace, 
Sunderiand  SR2  7LY. 


Your  report  on  child 
labour  in  India  (The  foul 
smell  of  soccer'.s  sweatshop 
fhiirt  labour.  M.*iy  12)  mhwes 
one  crucial  poiiit.  wiiieh  is 
that  children  stitch  soccer 
balls  because  they  are  pour. 
Manufacturers  do  ha^'o  rvs- 
ponsibility  to  provide  safe 
working  conditions  and  fair 
pay  for  their  employees,  but 
the  unfortunate  fact  is  that 
many  children  need  to  work, 
this  will  only  cliange  if 
the  structural  causes  of  pov- 
erty are  addressed. 

Save  tbe  Children  recently 
conducted  research  In  Pak- 
istan which  showed  that  6l 
per  cent  of  children  stitch 
balls  to  help  their  fiunUios 
meet  basic  needs,  such  os 
food,  dothlng  and  education. 
Moreover,  there  is  no  simple 
choice  between  ntirk  or  edu- 
cation. In  most  cases,  children 
do  not  attend  school  because 
families  could  not  survive 
without  the  additional  income 
they  earn. 

A consumer  boycott  would 
be  counter-productive,  driving 
children  into  more  dangerous 
and  degrading  worit.  Phasing 
out  child  labour,  when  appro- 
priate. is  a complex  process 
which  should  never  overlook 
tbe  very  real  material  needs  of 
children  and  their  families. 

As  consumers,  we  ne^  to 
be  watchful  for  exploitative 
practices.  But  public  outKHie 
against  child  labour  is  best 
directed  at  the  root  causes  of 
poverty  which  drive  children 
into  work  in  the  first  place. 
Silvia  StefenonL 
Director,  South  Asia, 

Save  the  Children  Fund. 

17  Grove  Lane,  London  SES  SRD. 


Perhaps  chri^iiRu  Aid 
and  other  oncam.«atloni 
who  Wiiol  1‘llhilRatinn  nla>vv 
nil  cl'M'  shi'utfl  take  iha  ailvK'e 
of  chlldi-cA’s  orgaiUMiiuas 
such  its  Bhima  Sanithn.  the 
working  children’^  trade 
\mk>n.  Ill  Indik'  Tbc>'  want 
fair  wages,  rivkI  workmii  ran- 
ditiims  and  the  choice 
whether  tu  work  iw  iuk. 

Ttn'ii'  aiv  probably  working 
children  in  all  coiuiiriw  W# 
haw  estimates  hetwH'n  cwo 
and  thrtv  milikm  fur  Ibe  HK-. 
simUai'  DstfoiRles  throughout 
Eastern  ami  Westen)  Kiiroiw*. 
ami  the  US  has  nothiUK  to  lie 
smuRulMnit. 

Till*  bottom  line  is  UmI 
umuy  children  to 

work.  We  must  dUTeremiate 
between  cliildren  in  tmdl 
tlonal  societies  who  are  «vo- 
nomicalfy  active  , as  stxm  as 
they  ajn>  able  to  do  relattvel.v 
.simple  fasksw  and  for  whisn 
that  is  Uie  only  aj^iKHiruite 
education,  w those  who  sur- 
vive on  their  own  initiativvs 
(Street  chQdrvn  etr.i.  ami  t)ir«e 
who  are  Renumely  bonded  la- 
bourers or.  in  any  way. 
enslawd. 

Brian  Milne, 

The  Old  Store.  High  Street.  . 
Brinkley.  Suffolk  CBRQSE. 

India  h;i«  no  form  of  social 
security-  This  is  likdy  tu  be 
at  tho  route  uf  the  problem,  aa 
people  are  literally  left  to 
starve  at  the  roadside.  I mo. 
assured  that  even  the  equiva- 
lent of  on  hour  is  likely  to 
be  sufficient  to  prevent 
starvation. 

Jo  Duller. 

30  Banks  Lane,  Offerton. 
Stockport  SKI -UT. 


Deliver  Roisin  from  this  fate 
I 


[HAVE  seen  Roisin  McAlis- 

ikey  twice  prior  to  previous 
bail  applications  and.  with 
two  other  doctors  and  a pro- 
fessor of  midwifery,  have 
recommended  strongly  on 
medical  grounds  that  she 
should  be  released  from 
prison  to  prepare  for  the  birth 
of  ber  baby  due  on  May  21. 

Can  we.  In  a civilised 
country,  really  let  her  night, 
mare  continue?  Ms  McAlisk^ 
is  a young  woman,  of  good  pre- 
vioos  character,  never  in  trou- 
ble with  the  police,  doing  vol- 
untary work  in  the 
community,  and  vouriied  for 
by  peoide  of  good  standing  in 
her  home  town.  Does  this 
count  for  nothing  with  our 
Crown  Prosecution  Service 
and  the  German  government 
seeking  her  extradition?  Or 
does  comiog  from  Ifortbem 
Ireland  mean  you  do  not  have 
foe  same  rights  as  other  mem- 
b^  cf  foe  British  nation? 

I do  not  condone  terrorism 


A Countiy  Diary 


and  I understand  that  sqe 
times  the  evidence  may 
overwhelming  (although  i 
miscarriages  of  justice  uno 
ered  in  recent  years  ha 
shaken  my  faith  in  the  Brit] 
judicial  system).  This  ca 
however  does  not  fsdl  into  tl 
category  and.  as  an  obst 
rician  and  a grandmother.  I i 
peal  to  all  readers  to  expre 
their  disapiuroval  immediati 
to  the  German  ambassad 
and  the  CPS  and  call  for  I 
McAliskey  to  be  reteo^  > 
bail  when  she  applies  nea 
this  week. 

She  has  not  been  chargi 
she  has  not  been  coavicted 
any  crime  and  she  denies  ai 
involvement  in  the  attack  i 
Osnabnick.  Her  only  error, 
seems,  is  to  have  been  bom 
Northern  Ireland  where  si 
has  grown  up  among 
republicans. 

(Dr)  Wendy  Savage. 

19  Vinc^t  Tnr^. 

London  Ml  BHN. 


THE  CHILTBRNS:  I glimpsed 
ouf  first  swifts  in  the 
tooming  sunshine  of  May  i 
were  12  bouts  late  for 
their  fea$t-d^',  but  four  were 
careeriog  about  the  sky  in  the 
space  where  they  always  first 
appear  — about  600  feet  ut> 
tke  parish  church 
a^  the  derelict  cinema.  Th«i 
nl^  frosts  and  buffetlnB 
sojh-westerly  gales  retiwnefo 
Mid  they  disappeared.  When 
ted  still  not  come  back  a 
WMk  later,  I had,  not  for  the 
time,  pangs  of  anxiety 
the  awftd  prospect  of  a 
swiftly  summer.  Hoping  for 
coi^lntioti,  I drove  over  to 
Wilstone  reservoir,  where 
swifts  and  hlrundines  often 
®>»Wgate  to  feed  In  bS 
wca^r.  Sure  enou^,  it  was  a 
s«foihg  mass  of  birds.  Neatly 
a thousand  sand-martins  were 
across  the  water  in 

Just  n few  ftS 

the  surface.  HiSier  uo 
hundreds  of  swifts  were  cr££ 
in  fantastic  arcs,  t 
fomight  about  the  esoteric 
get^raplucal  wisdom  of  these 
birds,  their  knowledge  of 


water  and  scHTot  shelte 
stormy  spells,  I have- 1 
martins  feeding  m woo 
glades  and,  once,  cou 
d^p  inside  a canal 
chamber. 

next  d.ay  was 
btowter.  and  Wilstone 
transformeu.  Tlw  sand 
tins  were  gotK'.  the  t 
c™  down  to  take  thefr, 

Rnlps  chopplM 

^ter  into  foot-htoh  ww 
pott^  the  first  liSSiy.-S 
the  wind  uiwTa  1« 
sainton.  Then  it  was  huu 

out  she  hd 
scyfoing  about 
frifts.  aiuUike  foBm.S 

to  the  teaof  tte  rcuibed] 

io\»ha 

(excMt  Insects  iierhaDa} 
to  tte  next  hour,  they  u 

aerotelS 
W.  staUtog;  i 

the  whUe-hoii 
shearwaters.  But  they- 

filCHARDMi 


.... 
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IN  this  age  of  fiscal 

control  and  flrcezps  on 

public  spcn<linE.  little 
lifts  tbc  spirits  Uice  news  of 
a Labour-controlled  coim- 
clU  in  an  area  of  notorioas 
urban  deprivation,  paNinea 
linn  of  accountants  to 
recruit  its  staff.  For  helplne 

V'‘ith  Its  sooreh  for  a new 

Director  of  Social  Services 

Tower  Hamlets  ~ fresh 
{1*001  a recent  lixnding  crisis 
ffuii  lod  to  Che  closure  of  a 
home  for  the  elderly  and 
two  day  centres  — has  Just 
paid  Price  Waterhouse 
£35.000.  Price  Waterhouse 
first  compiled  a list  of  25 
applicants  for  the  £75,ooo> 
per-aiinum  post,  and  this 
they  then  trimmed  into  a 
shortlist  of  se\'en.  Faced 
with  this  Impressive  choice 
meanwhile,  the  Social  Ser- 
vices Committee,  from 
which  Councillor  Bill 
Wakefield  has  now  resigned 
in  disgust,  then  conceived 
the  masterstroke  of  giving 
the  Job  to  someone  who 
wasn't  even  on  the  shortlist. 
Come  to  that,  the  splendidly 
named  Jim  Lim  wasn’t  even 
on  the  long  list  Be  was, 
however,  the  acting  Direc- 
tor of  Social  Services  dui> 
Ingthc  recent  bud^t  crisis, 
and  Inherits  a dqmrtment 
with  a deficit  of  £9  mUHtw; 
or,  more  precisely, 
£9,035,000. 


IHBfiE  Atewsnfght  debut 

■ ofa  new  Labour  MP 

■ last  week  has  sparked 
fiuntic  speculation  about 
scientific  experimentation 
at  Millbank.  Many  who  saw 
Peterborough  MP  Helen 
Brlnton  are  convinced  she 
is  a cybernaut  under  the 
remote  control  of  Mandy 
Mandelson.  “It  wasn’t  Jost 
the  hair  and  eyes,  or  how 
she  clucked  robotically  at 
any  criticism  of  the  leader- 
ship,” says  one  shell- 
shocked viewer,  “it  was  the 
way  she  recited  the  ‘Five 
main  pledges*,  and  even 
used  the  phrase  'Now  look’. 
When  Tony  Howard  sug- 
gested Mhndelson  mi^t  be- 
come a sort  of  Spymaster 
General  like  George  Wigg, 
and  she  tutted  'This  really  is 
fantasy*.!  just  couldn't  take 
any  more.”  What  he  there- 
fore missed  w'as  Mi^  Brin- 
ton's  concluding  remark, 
“We’re  all  speaking  with 
one  voice,  and  that  Is  Mandy 
Mandelson’s  great  achieve- 
nent.“  Yes,  but  for  CM’s 
sake,  to  what  fiendish 
lengths  has  he  gone  to 
achieve  it? 


The  Diary  Is  putting 
together  a campaign  to 
pressurise  former 
^rraed  Forces  Minister 
fatty  Soames  to  stand  for 
lie  Tory  leadership.  It  is 
eirly  days  yet  but  the  pos- 
sbillty  ofcnticlng  Ann  Wld» 
(hcombe  away  fi’om  Peter 
llUey.  to  form  a dream 
teket.  has  not  been  dls* 
ounted.  Any  Tory  MP  who 
vants  to  help  get  the  Patty 
hindvagon  rolling  should 
ODtact  us  here,  in  the 
strictest  secrecy  of  course. 


I 


AM  overjoyed  to  receive 
I an  invitation  to  an  event 
, in  London  tomorrow 
: night.  It  is  An  Evening 
■ With . . . Bel  Mutmey.  My 
' prolific  friend  fbom  the 
1 9608  will  ho  talking  not 
only  about  children’s  fic- 
tion— she  hath  a children’s 
bi)^  The  Green  Man,  out 
this  month  — but  also  her 
days  protesting  against  the 
Aathea.ston  Ri'pass.on 
which  she  has  based  her 
uther  new*  book  Joining  The 
Hainbow.  “a  novel  for  teen- 
agers ( I’J  plus)’’.  Bel  and  1 
did  fall  out  a white  ago  (you 
may  recall  n letter  to  the 
editor  which  included  the 
phrase  “he's  making  a 
laughing  stock  of  you“>.  so 
the  relief  is  tangible.  In- 
deed. there  is  evcr>-  chance 
(hat  Bel  will  become  the 
first  person  in  history  to  be 
the  author  of  (be  Diar>'*s 
Joint  Books  Of  The  Month. 

(DNNEE-upinthis 
’ month's  PC  Brains 
_ _lcompotitlon  is  Con- 
stable Dominic  Williams  of 
South  Yorkshire  Police. 
While  on  duty  at  Wolves’s 
football  match  at  Barnsley 
last  month,  the  constable 
was  guiding  <bns  who  had 
come  on  to  the  pitch  b«tck  to 
(he  terraces  when  he  met 
resistance  from  a man  in  a 
tracksuit.  “1  can’t  go  o'-er 
the  wall.”  said  the  man.  who 
had  born  running  tlie 
touchllne  In  that  tracksuit 
ofhis.  "Yon’ll  do  as  you're 
told,  gel  o\'er  the  wail.” 
replied  the  constable.  “But 
I can’t."  said  the  iracksuli- 
ed  figure.  "Why  not?" 
o^ed  PC  Williams.  “Be- 
cause I am  the  substitute." 
said  the  man  in  the  track- 
suit.  “and  I'm  warming 
up.”  Well,  bota*  could  the 
pour  constable  hax’e 
known? 


Pragmatism  must  not 
still  conscience 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


Commentary 


Roy 

Hattersley 


A! 


T FIRST,  1 assumed 
that  it  was  a slip  of 
the  tongue.  Then, 
after  his  breathtaking 
first  week  in  Downing  Street, 
I realised  that  Tbny  Blair 
really  meant  to  forecast  tbe 
end  of  elections  “fought  on  the 
basis  of  ideology  and  politics". 
Suddenly  all  the  di^vowals 
made  sense.  No  other  E^tour 
leader  would  have  dared  to 
make  a virtue  out  of  “not 
being  bom  into  the  party",  de- 
nounce “tribal  loyalties"  or 
pay  gratuitous  compliments 
to  socialist  hate  figures  of  the 
recent  past  The  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  never  made  a secret  of 
his  determination  to  make  a 
clear  break  with  the  past  But 
be  bss  done  more  thm  create 
a new  part>'.  He  has  built  a 
Government  which  is  un- 
tainted by  dogma.  Tony  Blair 
is  taking  the  politics  out  of 
politics. 

It  is  a brilliant  strategy'  for 
winning  and  retaining  power. 
The  target  voters  in  the  scepti- 
cal middle  regard  poli- 

ticians as  croo^  or  cranks. 
Their  cry  is  “Why  can’t  they 
all  get  tc^ether  and  work  for 
tbe  good  of  the  country?”. 


That  is  exactly  what  Labour's 
policy  of  ‘‘Inclusiveness’’ 
seems  to  oSer.  Alan  Howarth 
was  tbe  paradigm  of  that 
point  of  view.  FUs  desertion  of 
the  Tory  party  was,  in  Itself,  a 
stunning  political  coup.  But  it 
was  elevated  into  an  act  of 
high  principle  with  a for 
greater  significance  than  the 
simple  rejection  of  the  mani- 
festo on  which  he  had  been 
elected.  .Apostasy  In  itself  be- 
came a virtue.  It  demonstrates 
the  open-minded  Oexibility  of 
the  ideologically  footloose.  A 
party  which  establishes  the 
reputation  for  rising  above 
the  party  battle  may  be  a para- 
dox but  it  is  also  irresistible. 

So  the  first  dynaimlc  week 
was  backed  with  consciously 
“anti-political"  decisions. 
Bankers  — who.  unlike  politi- 
cians, can  be  trusted  not  to 
manipulate  the  electoral  cycle 
— were  given  the  last  word  on 
interest  rates.  Prime  Minis- 
ter’s Question  Time  — the 
raucous  manlfestatiOQ  of  un- 
thinking antagonism  — was 
replaced  by  the  opportunity  to 
pursue  rational  construc- 
tive enquiries.  An  industrial- 
ist was  brought  into  the  Gov- 
ernment to  provide  the 
cunmercial  ballast  that  all  ad- 
ministrations need,  ni^en 
Lord  (^alfont  went  to  the  For- 
eign Office  to  lead  Harold  wn- 
son’s  disarmament  negotia- 
tions, he  had  the  grace  to  say 
that  he  was  tbe  only  man  in 
history  to  become  a peer,  a 
Privy  CouziseUor,  a Minister 
of  the  Crown  and  a member  of 
the  Labour  Party  all  on  the 
same  day.  There  Is  no  need  for 


Sir  David  Simons  to  make  a 
similarly  self-protective  joke. 
Being  not  Labour  Is  one  ofhis 
qualifications. 

Even  tbe  policies  which  un- 
regenerated  socialists  regard 
as  part  of  the  class  stru^Ie  or 
the  morally  necessary  redis- 
tribution of  resources  are  de- 
scribed as  no  more  than  the 
product  of  clear  thinking. 
When  Peter  Haln  — as  fiery  a 
radical  as  parliamentary  sec- 
retaries come  these  days  — 
announced  the  abolition  of  the 
nursery  voucher  scheme,  he 
did  not  celebrate  the  removal 
of  the  market  from  an  area 
which  Is  only  appropriate  for 
public  provision.  He  an- 
nounced the  rejection  of  ont- 
dated  (Tory)  ideology.  We  are 
all  pragmatists  now.  The  his- 
torical importance  of  the  new 
empiricism  is  that  Tony  Blair 
really  believes  in  it  Tbe  rejec- 
tion of  tbe  conventional  rules 
of  party  politics  is  not  an  ad- 
vertising gimmirV  It  is  the 
Prime  Minister’s  vision  of  the 
good  government  which  will 
create  the  good  society. 

Most  reforming  pobtlcians 
have  truly  believed  that  tbe 
policies  which  they  proposed 
were  self-evideotly  right  and 
only  opposed  by  the  ignorant, 
the  prqiudiced  and  tbe  mali- 
cious. But  party  pressures 
have  forced  them  into  describ- 
ing their  proposals  in  the  po- 
lemical langnagft  of  COnfUct 
and  confrontation.  Denis  Hea- 
ley promised  “screams  of 
anguish"  from  the  rich  at  the 
1976  Labour  Party  Confer- 
ence. The  wealthy  were  to  be 
punished.  Not  any  more.  The 


abolition  of  the  enlusive  as- 
sisted-places  scheme  and  Ihe 
use  of  the  savings  to  fund 
smaller  primary-school 
classes  throughout  the  state 
system  is  an  act  of  classic 
redistribution.  But  no  one  has 
ever  beard  David  Blunkett  de- 
scribe it  in  such  contentious 
language. 

Now  we  are  told  to  antici- 
pate a Budget  which  will 
make  “radicil’'  changes  in 
the  social-security  system. 
Radical  means  different 
things  to  difikrent  people. 
Both  Margaret  Thatcher  and 
the  Tupac  Amaru  guerrillas 
have  used  it  to  describe  their 
policies.  The  word  has  come 
to  mean  any  sort  of  signifi- 
cant f^hangw.  And  a LabouT 

Chancellor  — perhaps  for  the 
first  time  in  ttie  party’s  his- 
tory — is  about  to  d^ver  a 
Budget  which  proposes  funda- 
mental changes  wbicb  the 
people  want.  No  talk  of 


Tony  Blair  has 
built  a Government 
which  is  untainted 
by  dogma.  He 
is  taking 
the  politics 
out  of  politics 


squeezing  tbe  Hat  cats  from 
the  privatised  utilities  — just 
the  obvious  wisdom  of  using 
excess  profits  to  finance  a 
more  practical  view  of  social 
security  which  may  even  cut 
tbe  wdfkre  budget  I harbour 
the  suspicion  that  an  ideologi- 
cal Mr  Hyde  lurks  inside  the 
dordoD  Brown’s  meritocratic 
Dr  Jekyll  exterior.  But  why 
prejudice  his  reforming  pros- 
pects with  bloodcurdling 
threats  as  long  as  he  does  not 
have  to  make  his  ideas  as 
emoUient  as  bis  language? 

And  that,  of  course.  Is  the 
risk.  So  for.  so  brilliant  — the 
most  stunning  start  that  a 


modem  government  has  ever 
had.  The  policies  (tf  the  first  10 
days  were  no  more  populist 
than  they  were  Conservative. 
If  populi^  was  what  the  Gov- 
ernment was  after,  it  would 
not  have  agreed  to  Jay 
Khadka  remalniDg  in  this 
country.  Tony  Blair  has  fosb- 
toned  a genuine  compact  be- 
tween government  and  the 
people  who  want  his  brand  of 
gentle  reform  — not.  as  I once 
wrongly  believed,  improve- 
ment without  change,  but 
change  without  uptaeavaL 
But,  sooner  or  later,  tbe 
consensus  vrill  break  down, 
iiniftss  the  Government  gives 
foe  electorate  an  ideal  to  live 
by.  When  foe  hard  times  come 
— a sudden  deterioration  in 
foe  economy  or  a head-on  col- 
lision In  Europe  — even  the 
most  dashing  government 
needs  more  than  dash  to  see  it 
through  foe  crisis.  It  needs  to 
say.  "Here  1 stand.  I can  do  no 
other  Qian  implement  foe  pol- 
icies which  are  cemsistent 
wifo  my  ideologic^  beli^” 
The  problem  with  pragma- 
tism is  that  nobody  ever  died 
for  it  Margaret  Thatcher  sur- 
vived some  of  her  hardest 
. times  because  her  back-bench- 
ers believed  that,  whatever 
the  judgment  of  press  and 
public-opinion  polls,  the 
theory  on  which  the  govern- 
ment based  its  policy  was  in- 
destructible. Bliss  is  it  now  to 
be  a Labour  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  the  Government  is 
doing  what  is  right  and  neces- 
sary. But  what  if  personal 
taxes  do  have  to  go  up  — 
rather  than  cut  foe  welfore 
budget  or  in  order  to  provide 
first-aid  for  the  very  poor 
whilst  suigeiy  is  peribnned 
on  foe  welfore  system?  Then 
there  may  be  divergence  be- 
tween party  and  people.  It  is 
important  not  to  become  wed- 
ded to  foe  notion  that  popular 
approval  Is  al^  necessary. 
Lucky  is  the  government 
which  can,  with  good  con- 
science, carry  out  the  policies 
foe  people  want  But  wlien 
that  is  not  possible,  con- 
science must  take  prec^ence 
over  consensus. 


Does  enabling  the  creation  of  life  simply  cost  too  much?  Isabel  Hilton  suggests 
we  should  be  doing  more  to  help  people  come  to  terms  with  their  childlessness 

Balancing  the  baby 

I 


T W.AS  a man  in  Latin 
.America  who  put  it  best. 
We  had  been  driving 
round  the  edge  of  the 
r.unToresL  visiting  fam- 
ilies who  had  squatted  die- 
pUly.  cle-wd  foe  forest  and 
hunt  their  slvicks.  They  were 
all  poor  and  struggling  to  sup- 
port lai^D  families  on  ivhat 
the>-  could  grow.  The  children 
were  undersized  nnd  mal- 
nourished. I asked  him  about 
his  own  fuznily  and  realised, 
too  late,  how  tactless  I had 
been.  He  and  his  wife  were 
uruible  to  have  children.  "It’s 
n great  sorrow  to  me,  but  we 
hsivo  .accepted  it."  he  said. 
"But  I feel  as  though  I am 
:dre.id>'  dead." 

His  childlessness  had  de- 
priv’d him  ctf  that  promise  of 
immortality  that  children 
hrins,  that  connection  with 
llic  future  that  gives  us  a 
sense  of  our  pl:*oe  in  the  ctain 
of  being.  Bre.Tking  the  link 
with  foe  future  meant  focing 
up  to  his  own  finite  existence. 

My  friend  lived  in  a 
countrj'  and.  being  poor  him* 
»#lf.  had  no  access  to  the  mt?d- 
icul  facilities  that  might  h.;»ve 
helped  him.  His  condition 
causctl  him  grief,  but  be  was 
«p.in>d.  at  least,  the  ethical 

dilemma  that  tcchnolc®*  hM 

pkiced  in  the  path  of  thow 
who  do.  Th.’tl  disiuwtion  IS 
,me  of  money  - and  whether 
it  has  an  appropriate  plaw  in 
enabling  foe  creation  of  a 

human  being.  , 

The  current  legal  position 
in  Britain  that  mon^* 
should  not  jtlay  a part:  as  the 
spokesuum  for there^at^ 
bSty.  foe  Huniiin  Fertilisation 


and  Embryologj'  Authority 
put  it.  ‘The  principle  of  foe 
market  works  for  goods  but 
not  comfortably  for  foe  cre- 
ation of  human  life.  The  ethi- 
cal consideration  is  that 
money  shouldn't  come  In  to 
it"  It  is  filial,  therefore,  to 
pa>'  for  egg  donation,  which 
has  resulted,  according  to 
some  doctors,  in  a shortage  of 
donor  e^. 

The  reality,  of  course,  is 
that  money  plays  a part  in 
many  conceptions.  IVF  treat- 
ment is  privately  available 
and  money  speeds  up  access 
to  it.  Money  plan’s  a part  too. 
In  the  selection  of  suitable 
couples  for  such  treatment 
the  guidelines  in  the  code  of 
practice  which  clinicians 


Fbr  him  foe  purchase  of 
brings  foe  creation  of  a child 
firmly  into  the  realm  of  tbe 
commercial  transaction. 

If  he’s  right  do  we  care? 
That  depends  on  whether  we 
think  that  to  reproduce  is  a 
right  that  can  be  daimed 
thraigh  technology.  If  we  do. 
then  money  will  certainly 
come  into  it  whether  we  like 
it  or  not  It  has  become  fosh- 
ion^le  to  reg^  it  ets  a right 
in  practice  if  not  in  theory.  If 
anjlhing  can  be  done  to  help 
an  infortile  couple,  then  do  we 
not  have  a mori  obligation  to 
do  it?  It's  a view  much  pro- 
moted by,  among  others,  foe 
directors  of  tbe  many  infertil- 
it3'  ehnics  that  earn  their  liv- 
ing that  way.  The  tragedy  of 


the  erf'  foe  lesbian  couple 
who  had  followed,  with  out- 
standing success,  the  now 
well-established  technique  of 
selffortilisation  using  noth- 
ing more  technical  tiian  a 
willing  donor,  a clean  jar  and 
a ssTiz^  or  a turkey  baster. 

Since  surrogacy  is  illegal  in 
wntianri,  the  Dutch  couide 
were  introduced  to  their  Brit- 
ish sum^ate.  Karen  Roche, 
by  Cots,  foe  agency  set  up  by 
Britain’s  first  public  surro- 
gate mofoer,  Eim  Cotton. 
Since  news  d foe  abortion 
broke.  Cots  has  accused  both 
sides  in  the  arrangeDoent  of 
violating  Cots’s  guidelines. 
As  a result  (fots  has  decided 
to  discontinue  its  assistance 
to  foreign  couples. 


in  the  US.  money  ensures  things  are  different.  Clinics  offer 
legal  guarantees,  counselling  and  m^ical  back-up 


must  follow  when  they  screen 
couples  Include  a judgment  on 
whether  foe  couple  is  suffi- 
ciently well-off  to  provide  a 
child  with  an  adequate  up- 
bringing, a judgment  that  na- 
ture notoriously  fails  to  make. 

But  Is  there  a difference 
between  these  financial  judg- 
ments? Is  there  an  ethical  dis- 
tinction to  be  made  between 
p.’tying  for  tbe  technique  that 
allows  a couple  to  create  a 
child  out  of  their  own  biologi- 
cal material  and  buying  a 
thiiti-party  egg  or  sperm'f  The 
law  says  there  is,  and  it  is 
backed  up  by  such  authorities 
as  Dr  Richard  Nicholson  of 
the  Bulletin  of  Medical  Ethics. 


the  infertile  couple  is  a staple 
of  the  popular  press,  and  the 
repeated  “miracles"  ofhnman 
generosity  are  regulariy  cele- 
brated: Grandmother  Be- 
comes Surrogate  Mum;  My 
Best  Friend  Gave  Me  The  Gift 

Of  A Baby,  and  so  on.  It's  all 
very  heart-wanning;  or  is  it? 

T^o  episodes  this  week 
pi^  me  wonder  about  foe 
authenticity  d our  enthusi- 
asm for  fertility'  at  aU  costs: 
the  first  was  tbe  sad  story  ofa 
Dutch  couple  whose  British 
sxxrtogate  aborted  foeir  child. 
The  child  was  genetically 
theirs,  but  the  surrogate 
mother  had  pulled  out  the 
arrangement  The  second  was 


Cots  is  dearly  embarrassed 
by  the  case,  but  this  has  done 
nothing  to  dent  gwi  Cotton’s 
enthusiasm  for  surrogacy.  It 
is.  she  admits,  a process 
frau^t  wifo  emotional  and 

psychologlcai  pitfalls  which 
her  organisation  does  its  best 
to  address.  But  Cots  is  a vol- 
untary body  that  has  no 
power  to  enfiarce  its  guide- 
lines; if  any  of  the  parties 
choose  to  ignore  them,  as  they 
appear  to  have  done  in  tbe 
Dutch  case.  Cots  can  only 
lament 

The  law  addresses  surro- 
gacy only  in  a minimal  way 
through  the  Surrogacy  Ar- 
rangements Act  1985,  which 


prohibits  foe  payment  ofa  fee 
to  the  sum^te  mother  and 
addresses  foe  potential  emo- 
tional complications  only  In 
so  for  as  it  says  that  surro- 
gacy contracts  are  unenforce- 
able: in  other  words,  if  foe 
surrogate  mofoer  does  not 
want  to  give  up  the  chnri.  $he 
cannot  be  made  to.  If  sturo- 
gacy  also  demands  IVF  then  it 
is  r^ulated  by  foe  HFEA,  bat 
this  does  not  cover  DIY  cases 
like  the  Dutch  one.  When  it 
goes  wrong  the  parties  are  on 
their  own. 

In  the  United  States  tbe 
power  of  money  ensures  that 
thir^  are  arranged  differ- 
ently. Clinics  in  the  US  offer 
legal  guarantees,  prafosskuial 
eounspning  and  medical  back- 
up for  surrogate  motherhood. 
It  comes,  of  course,  with  a 
price  tag  — around  $40,000. 
Advocates  of  surrogacy  like 
Kim  Cotton  would  lUtg  to  see 
such  a service  here,  but  for 
half  the  price.  The  controver- 
sial fertility  doctor  Ian  Craft 
would  likg  to  see  an  official 
agency  mo,  for  surrogacy, 
which  would  screen  and  re- 
late as  well  as  provide  support 
for  all  parties. 

is  a sorrow. 

even  a tragedy.  But  should  we 
not  expend  as  much  effort  in 
helping  people  to  come  to 
terms  with  it  as  we  do  in 
encouraging  them  to  go 
through  foe  harrowing  proce- 
dures of  tr^ng  to  fix  it?  There 
would  be  less  money  in  It.  of 
course  — for  foe  clinics,  for 
the  demors,  for  the  surrogates; 
but  in  the  end  there  mi^t  be 
a pay-off  for  the  species  as 
w^  as  for  the  lndi\^uals. 


Try  the  pudding 
test  on  your 
lunch  gueste 


David  McKie 


BRE  IS  something 
rather  curious.  Philip 
Oppenheim,  a foroier 
Treasury  minister,  kept  a 
diary  during  the  election  cam- 
paign. snatches  rfwbicb  have 
been  published  in  tbe  Sunday 
Times.  Had  he  held  his  seat, 
he  might  have  been  tram- 
melled by  caution:  as  it  was. 
the  extract  had  the  authentic 
taste  of  the  way  politicians 
talk  when  off  duty.  So  rougVi 
words  for  Brian  Mawhinnev 
("best  of  all  Mawhlnney  is 
being  kept  off  the  media"); 
great  affection,  sometimes 
tinged  wifo  mild  disbeUef.  for 
Oppenheim’s  laid-back  boss. 
Ken  Clarke.  There’s  a "balls- 
acMng  ditmer"  on  March  2 
(various  (kmservative  digni- 
taries are  no  doubt  consulting 
their  diaries  to  discover  who 
was  bost  to  him  that  evening); 
and  a rugby  match  against  foe 
Assemble  Natlonale;  "After  a 
g(^  dinner,  we  end  up  1^- 
less.  I’ve  organised  some  fe- 
male friends,  which  puts  the 
French  in  better  humour." 

But  there’s  also  this,  his 
entry  for  i^ril  16.  "Someone 
has  opened  the  box  and  the 
f*  * 'wits  have  popped  out ...  A 
handful  of  ministers  who 
were  happy  to  take  Major's 
shilling  and  stick  to  tbe 
single-cuETency  line  have  now 
decided  to  depart  from  it  in 
their  election  addresses . . . 
One  of  them,  a guy  called 
Horam.  looks  like  a KGB  oper- 
ative and  is  so  unmemorable 
that  I can’t  remember  having 
seen  him  before."  Under- 
standable, perhaps,  if  Oppen- 
heim didn't  know  every  one  of 
the  336  Tory  MPs  elected  wifo 
him  in  1992;  rather  more  sur- 
prising IL  five  years  on.  he 
still  did  not  recognise  one  of 
his  fellow-ministers.  But  as- 
tonishii^  if  be  didn’t  know 
Horam.  FOr  John  Horam  is 
one  of  those  specimens  at 
whom  tbe  whole  House  tends 
to  gawp:  a p£uly-swapper  — 
the  nearest  thing  in  politics  to 
a sex  change.  What's  more.  In 
a process  which  beats  any- 
thing In  foe'history  of  gender 
dysphoria.  Horam  has  done  It 
twice:  from  Labour  to  SDP  to 
CkunservaUve. 

This  entry,  in  other  words, 
appears  to  owe  less  to  reality 
than  to  that  Qourisbing  art 
form,  the  bitchy  diary.  An- 
other recorded  incident,  in 
which  be  chats  to  a girl  be 
fancies  in  the  Strangers'  Bar. 
only  to  find  she’s  a Wimble- 
don supporter  who  works  for 
New  Labour,  removes  any 
remaining  doubt:  this  man's 
an  assiduous  pupil  in  the 
School  of  Alan  Clark. 

Clark  didn’t  of  course,  in- 
vent foe  bitchy  memoir,  but 
he  gave  it  new  life.  Note  foe 


success  in  the  past  few  weeks 
of  the  diaries  of  Sir  Roj- 
Strong.  former  director  of  the 
National  Porfrait  Gallery  and 
the  V&A,  serialised  fii-st  in 
the  Mail  and  then  in  the 
Times.  Yet  here  there  is  some- 
thing amiss.  Strong  can  be  as 
rude  and  as  ruthless  as  Clark. 
Princess  Di  is  dismissed  for 
her  common  accent,  not  foe 
sort  of  Ihing.  chides  Sir  Roy. 
you  expect  when  her  father's 
an  earl.  Princess  Margaret 
gets  all  kinds  of  stick,  though 
this  seems  to  be  coloured  by  a 
horrily-ing  occurrence  when 
they  first  met:  the  princess  sat 
beside  him,  but  “ignored  me 
until  the  pudding".  Shirley 
Williams  is  "oddly  short",  and 
holds  her  knife  and  fork  in 
her  fists. 

But  Clark,  though  he  some- 
times  drives  one  spare  with 
his  bigotries,  is,  for  most  of 
foe  time,  an  entertaining  com- 
panion — and  not  afraid  to  ad- 
mit from  time  to  (ime  that 
he's  been  in  the  wrong,  which 
makes  him  a bit  more  forgive- 
able.  lA'hat  makes  Strong  so 
extremely  tiresome  is  his  un- 
relenting vanity.  One  might 
hesitate  to  judge  him  on  news- 
p.iper  extracts,  but  his  session 
with  Michael  Berkeley  on  the 
Desert  Island  Discs  of  Radio  3. 
Private  Passions,  on  Satur- 
day, was  aU  of  a piece:  pep- 
pered with  moving  tributes 
(by  Strong,  not  by  Berkeley) 
to  Sir  Roy’s  perspicacit)'.  wit 
and  shi'ewdness.  and  by  self- 
adulating  anecdote,  like  the 
one  w'here  Cecil  Beaton,  wish- 
ing to  photograph  him.  told 
him:  “Put  on  your  sad  look. 
Roy,”  and  Narcissus  WTapped 
himself  around  a convenient 
post  and  did  bis  best  to 
comply. 

.Aspiring  keepers  of  bitchy 
diaries  would  do  better  to  in- 
vest in  the  memoirs  of 
Anthony  Powell,  which  the 
Telegraph  has  been  printing 
on  Saturdays.  He  too  delights 
in  drawing  attention  to  his 
top-drawer  connections,  but 
it's  done  with  some  wit  and 
subtlety.  “I  Imew  him  on  and 
off  for  a long  time."  he  muses 
on  reading  Francis  Wheen’s 
life  of  Tom  Driberg,  "and 
could  ne^'er  see  foe  point  of 
him." 


C 


EPORE  lunch."  he 
writes  of  Lord  Jen- 
kins. "Roy  drank 
gin-on-the-rocks  with  a dash 
of  sherry,  somewhat  exotic 
taste."  .At  the  end  of  week  one. 
Ingredients  for  foe  next  instal- 
ment were  listed  as  Kingsley 
Amis,  Philip  Larkin  and  the 
Koran.  One  feared  for  all 
three,  especially  foe  Koran. 
And  rightly.  'T  read,  with  con- 
siderable skipping,  the  Koran 
(tr  N J Dasbwood),"  Powell  re- 
cords on  May  ll,  1992.  “Rei^- 
itive,  lacking  in  narrative 
power,  in  short  not  a patch  on 
the  Bible." 

Yes.  1 know  he’s  a dreadful 
old  Tory',  admirer  of  Thatcher 
and  shameless  snob.  But  at 
least  if  you  found  yourself 
next  to  him  at  a luncheon 
p£^'  you’d  expect  to  be  enter- 
tained. Juxtaposed  wifo  Roy 
Strong.  I doubt  if  I'd  stay  till 
foe  pudding. 
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Unique  in  the  UK  - the  NEW  credit  card 
from  Alliance  8c  Leicester  gives  you; 

B money  back  on  every  purdiase,  every  year 
I double  money  back  of  up  to  2%  in  1997 

I no  annual  fee  - unlike  many  other 
credit  cards 

9 up  to  46  days  interest-free  credit 

I low  standard  rates  of  17.9%  APR 
and  12.9%  APR  on  transferred  balances* 


Earn  money  back  - 
apply  today 
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Gabriel  Figueroa 


Painting 
with  iight 


Gabriel  Figue- 
roa. who  has  died 
90.  was  one 
or  the  great  cam> 
eramen  of  our 
century,  with  more  than  200 
films  to  his  crediL  He  is  best 
known  for  his  collaboration 
in  seven  of  Luis  Bunuel’s 
films,  and  his  work  in  John 
Huston's  Under  the  Volcano 
and  Night  of  the  Iguana. 

He  was  orphaned  young 
flnri  started  work  at  16  as  a 
photographer's  apprentice. 
He  studi^  art  at  the  Acade- 
mia de  San  Carlos  in  Mexico 
City,  where  he  revered  the 
works  of  mural  painters  like 
Diego  Rivera,  Orozco  and  Si- 
quieros.  He  also  admired  art- 
ists with  a subtle  sense  of 
light  and  shade  — Vermeer, 
Rembrandt  and  Goya. 

Figueroa  was  taken  on  as  a 
still  photographer  at  the 
Clasa  film  Studios  in  the 
early  1930s,  and  given  the  op- 
portuni^'  to  spend  a year 
learning  cinematography  in 
Hollywood.  There.  Gre^  To- 
land  was  his  first  master. 

On  his  return.  Figueroa 
b^an  working  for  inferior 
Mexican  directors,  or  on  me- 
diocre scripts.  His  first  no- 
table film  was  Fernando  de 
F^entes's  1936  Alla  en  el  Ran- 
cho Grande,  and  it  won  him 
his  Qrst  international  award, 
at  the  Venice  Film  FestivaL 
But  his  reputation  was  to  be 
made  through  working  with 
the  distinguished  director 
Emilio  Fernandez  on  16  films. 


An  intensely 
visual  artist, 
because  of  his 
experience  as 
a painter 


Fernandez  b^an  as  an  actor: 
in  small  Hollywood  parts  and 
ended  as  one,  in  Huston's 
Under  the  Volcano,  photo- 
graphed by  Figueroa.  Their 
first  film  tc^ether  was  Flor 
Siloestre  (1943). 

Fernandez,  nicknamed  In- 
dio — his  mother  was  a native 
Mexican  Indian  — encour- 
aged Figueroa  to  see  the  cin- 
ema screen  as  the  canvas  for 
a painting.  After  becoming  a 


fine  camera  technician,  he 
later  had  to  learn  to  control 
his  artistic  impulses  and  not 
impose  his  vision  on  the  dl- 
Feetoi*s.  FemSndez  allowed 
his  cameraman  to  indulge  his 
fhncies  a little  too  fireely,  and 
Maria  Candelaria  (1943). 
which  won  a Jury  )^ize  at 
Cannes  in  the  first,  1946,  post- 
war Festival,  is  lit  like  an  art 
calendar  and  so  melodramati- 
cally framed  that  today  it  is 
almost  unwatchable. 

Figueroa's  skill  was  un- 
questionable, but  taste 
was  unform^  Femdndez  en- 
couraged him  to  deitolop  his 
pictorial  style  in  Bnamorada 
(1946)  with  Maris  Felix,  and 
Rto  escondido  (1947). 

In  a recent  interview,  Fi- 
gueroa referred  Uluminat- 
ing^y  to  his  long  and  som^ 
times  pain^  eflbrts  to  find 
his  true  path  as  an  artist  "1 
managed  It,  but  I am  not  able 
to  say  exactly  how  I did  it  I 
can  perhaps  exiflain  it  best  by 
mentioning  the  way  I would 
^end  two  or  three  days  be- 
fore shooting  started  fully  Im- 
mersii^  mys^  in  the  atmo- 
sphere of  the  story,  tracing  In 
my  memory  a kind  of  map 
that  guided  me  from  bato- 
ning to  end.  and  which 
allowed  me  always  to  be  led 
by  light” 

He  had  also  studied  violin, 
so  it  was  natural  that  music 
should  be  mingigd  with  paint- 
tog  to  his  photographic  vi- 
sions: “Films  have  to  them  a 
certain  rhythm  which  is  the 


Lois  Bimuel’s  simnw  of  the  Desert,  as  shot  by  Gabriel  Figueroa,  one  of  the  seven  films  on  which  they  woitedtc^sfiier 


story.  The  cameraman  must 
he  aware  of  this  rhythm,  ac- 
companytog  It  and  comment- 
ing on  it  through  the  use  of 
light  fbllowtog  fundamental 


musical  lines.”  Among  the 
artists  he  admired  were  the 
Impressionists,  Qiose  vision- 
aries of  the  ordinary  who 
painted  with  light  His  own 
early  work  was  a kind  of 
painting  with  light  and  he 
restricted  and  refined  his  pal- 
ette throi^hout  his  career. 

Another  great  cameraman, 
Nestor  Almendros,  to  his  Cin- 
emania  (199^  writes:  “Figue- 
roa had  learned  everything 


firom  ail  the  great  camera- 
men: Edward  Eazimlrovic 
Tissfe  photographer  of  all  Ei- 
senstein’s  works),  and  Paul 
Strand,  who  spent  a few  years 
to  Mexico.  Figueroa  was  an 
intensely  visual  artist  be- 
cause of  his  experience  as  a 
painter  . . . The  truth  is  he 
ended  up  COnfllStog  rincma 
witii  (at  best)  painting  and  (at 
woiat)  with  picture  postcaid 
art” 

Buhuel  pointed  him  to  the 
ri^t  direction,  with  Los  Otoi- 
dados  (1950).  Nazarin  a958X 
The  Exterminating  Angel 
(ISSZ),  and  Simon  qf  the  D&ert 


(1968).  Figueroa  was  fortunate 
to  have  Bufiuei  as  a master  — 
the  director  who  was  "anti- 
cameraman”  was  just  what 
he  needed  to  curb  his 
excesses. 

He  did  fine  woik  for  John 
Ford  in  The  Fugitive  (1947) 
based  on  Graham  Greene's 
The  Power  and  the  Glory,  and 
in  Huston's  Night  qf  the 
Iguana  (1964)  and  Under  the 
Volcano  (1984). 

He  maHa  TiiB  Tifttna  withhis 
brother  Roberto,  who  was 
married  to  Esperanza  Lopez 
Mateos,  translator  of  BTra- 
ven’s  stories.  Figueroa  was  to 


photograph  several  of  the 
films  based  on  tiiem,  and  be- 
came the  reclusive  novelists 
close  firiend.  In  1990,  F^ueroa 
revealed,  in  an  interview 
with  Liberation,  the  tme 
identity  of  Traven:  he  was 
Maurice  Rathenau,  brother 
Walter  Rathenau,  the  liberal 
(Serman-Jewish  politician  as- 
sassinated by  proto-Nazis  in 
1922. 


Iimiee  Kirkup 


Gabriel  Rgueraa,  cinematogra- 
pher. bom  1907;  died  April  27, 
1997 


Eric  Ogden 


iSctrtin  JOgden  usiies:  I was 
eaArtotmri  aod  upset  to  read 
Andrew  Roth's  obltoary  of  ray 
father,  Eric  Ogden  (May  I3u 
which  was  an  unnecessaiy 
hatctate-Job  an  a man  w'ho  took 
and  constitoKicy 
tesponsibOities  very  seriously, 
I find  it  inmoesible  to  recon- 
cile the  misjud^  idea  of  an 
constituency  MP. 


cartog  more  fbr  travel  than 
local  oonoems,  with  the  hard- 
working dedicated  man 
who  was  given  votes  of  confi- 
dence by  the  people  ot  West 
Doby.  after  dection, 

firing  his  19-year  term. 

If  the  anriww  has  an  axe  to 
grind,  surely  this  was  not  the 
fima  Ilex'  place  to  air  his  views. 
Xbrou^out  his  life,  my  tether 
was  not  a&aid  to  speak  his 
mind  and  would  have  wel- 
comed the  opportunity  of  refut- 
ing these  chaiges.  IT  anyone  is 
being  self-todutetext,  surely  it 
is  Mr  Roth. 

Andrea  JClough  writes:  Eric 
OffJen  may  not  have  been  a 
saint  — few  of  us  are.  But 
surely  the  voters  of  West 
Derby  would  not  have,  repeat- 
edly retomed  him  to  Farlia- 
Pipnt  if  hehadtefled  to  repre- 
sent their  interests.  Yes.  he 
inadn  a nuxnbv  of  foreign  vis- 
its — but  that  was  during  a 
career  that  spanned  19  yeaxs. 
hanfly  a crime. 

In  latm*  life,  be  devoted  him- 
sdf  to  toe  interests  of  those 
living  on  ihn  Falkland  Islands 
pnd  to  recent  yeaxs  undertook 
several  trips  to  former  Yugo- 
slavia, taktog  food  and  medical 
sui^ilies  to  help  filends  devas- 
tated by  the  effects  of  war. 
Ihese  trtos  be  fiinded  mit  of 
his  own  pension.  Hardly  the 
act  of  a “sdf-indulgeaf  man. 

In  his  last  few  weeks  be 
showed  enormous  courage  and 
dignity  as  he  battled  against 
hmg  cancer.  He  rarely  com- 
platoed  about  the  pain  he  was 
suffering.  Maybe  tiiat  is  some- 
thing Andrew  Roth  chose  to 
ignore.  ' 


Keith  Narey 


Restoring  some  fun  to  the  Party 


Keith  Narey,  who  has 
died  aged  50  after  a 
marathon  election  vic- 
tory celebration,  proved  that 
not  all  members  of  the  Trots- 
kyite  Militant  Tendency  were 
humourless  clones.  A popular 
character  to  West  Yorkshire's 
political  cricketing  and  the- 
atrical circles,  he  combined 
his  socialist  beliefe  with  a 
keen  sense  of  fUa 


Keith  Porter 


Bom  on  Bradford's  Canter- 
bury estate,  his  desire  for 
social  justice  was  fired  to*  the 
poverty  and  neglect  which 
char^erises  much  of  the 
city’s  outlying  swathes  of 
council  houses.  He  became  an 
imaginative  grass-roots 
Labour  Party  activist,  much 
preferring  community  work 
to  wider  political  ambitions. 

Frustration  with  Labour’s 


naHnnal  direction  led  him  in 
the  1980s  to  Militant,  and  a 
fruitful  partnership  with  Pat 
Wall,  the  Tendency  member 
who  — iin Imaginably  to  the 
New  Labour  era  — became 
MP  for  Bradford  North  in 
1987  and  earned  widespread 
admiration  for  assiduous 
community  work. 

Narey  was  also  a seoxid 
cousin  of  Bradford  South's 


cuxTteit  MP  Gerry  Sutpiiffe, 
and  eiuoyed  regular  argu- 
ments with  him  about  toe 
best  way  forward. 

Like  Angela  Dunbar,  the 
author  RUa  Sue  and  Bob 
Too,  whose  accurate  chroni- 
cles of  Bradford  estate  life 
were  cut  short  by  an  early 
death,  he  turned  to  drama  to 
broadcast  the  miseries  of 
*lmderclass”  life  to  the  north. 


The  power  to  see  life 
inside  a single  cell 


The  Canadian-Ameri- 
can  blok^ist  Profes- 
sor Keith  Porter,  who 
has  died  aged  84,  laid 
the  foundation  of  modem  cell 
biol(^’,  initiated  the  commer- 
cial production  of  the  special 
media  needed  for  cell  growth 
in  the  laboratory  and  caused 
decades  of  gentle  academic 
controversy. 

He  was  a pioneer  to  the 
1940s  and  1950s  of  special 
methods  to  bring  trans- 
mission electron  microscopy 
into  use  in  biology  and,  in 
particular,  into  the  study  of 
sub-cellular  structures  too 
.small  to  be  seen  under  a light 
microscope. 

By  the  late  1930s  it  was 
clear  that  the  huge  magnifica- 
tion and  unprecedented  reso- 
lution of  the  first-generation 
electron  microscopes  then 
coming  into  use,  maiiily  for 
the  investigation  of  ultra-thin 
slices  ,of  manutectured  mate- 
rials, would  be  of  great  value 
if  they  could  be  used  on  bio- 
logical structures. 

Since  glass  is  opaque  to  an 
electron  beam,  toe  methods  of 
slide  mounting  and  staining, 
developed  for  light  micros- 
copy over  a century  or  more, 
were  of  no  value.  Early  at- 
tempts to  image  thin  cell  sec- 


tions produced  resolution 
which  was  little  better  than 
routine  light  microscopy. 

In  1939,  fresh  from  a Prince- 
ton fellowship  where  his  at- 
tempte  to  follow  the  struc- 
tural transformation  of 
cultured  cells  from  normal  to 
a malignant  form  had  been 
fnistrated  by  the  limits  of 
microscopy,  Keith  Porter  was 
invited  to  New  York's  Rocke- 
feller Institute. 

He  had  already  realised 
that  single  layers  of  cultured 
npils  would  be  suitably  thin 
for  electron  microscopy  and. 
at  the  Rockefeller,  set  about 
devising  the  techniques 
needed  to  obtain  quality 
itnagas  at  very  high  magnifi- 
cation. An  electron  beam  is 
more  than  a light 

(photon)  beam  and.  by  depos- 
iting ter  more  energy  to  an 
illuminated  area,  produces 
rapid  heating  to  any  sliver  of 
material  under  investigation. 
In  this  environment,  living 
cells  or  tissues  are  quickly 
destroyed.  To  many  biolo- 
gists. the  problems  seemed 
insurmountable. 

Porter,  with  great  technical 
skill,  solved  them  step  by 
step.  He  grew  cultures  of 
cbickeD  and  mouse  embryo 
cells,  not  on  glass,  but  on 


finely-layered  plastic,  so  that 
a stogie  layer  of  culture  could 
be  carefliHy  peeled  away  still 
on  its  plastic  backing.  He  des- 
sicated  the  cells  on  the  plas- 
tic. and  provided  support  for 
the  ultra-thin  sample  by 
mountii^  it  on  a fine  metal 
grid  with  openings  which 
made  clear  windows  for  view- 
ing, while  the  mesh  con- 
ducted heat  away  from  the 
specimen. 

Working  with  the  Belgian 
blok^lst  Albert  Claude  — 
who  was  also  at  the  Rockefel- 
ler and  who  later  won  a Nobel 
Prize  — Porter  devised  ways 
of  staining  to’  attaching  metal 
ions  to  specific  chemical  com- 
ponents or  structures  in  the 
cell,  so  that  these  would  show 
up  as  dark  (dense)  areas  to 
the  electron  image. 

At  tou  time,  there  was  no 
electron  microscope  at  the 
Rockefeller,  so  the  institute 
name  to  an  arrangement  with 
the  Interchemical  Corpora- 
tion of  New  York  — a paint 
and  pigment  company  — 
where  one  of  America’s  first 
such  microscopes  was  to  ex- 
perimental use.  It  was  there 
that  Porter  and  (^ude  pro- 
duced the  world’s  Qi^  fizieiy- 
detailed  Imagcg  of  animal 
cells  magnified  some  100,000 


times.  Porter  later  com- 
mented that  worldwide  res- 
ponse to  their  success  was 
overwhelming. 

Thousands  of  phok^tephs 
were  taken  of  one  particular 
cell,  with  an  image  conteto- 
ing  many  clearly  defined  but 
unexplained  internal  struc- 
tures. Further  development  of  | 
the  technique  led  to  the  first 
descriptions  of  the  complex 
systems  of  channels  and  vesi- 
cles now  called  the  endoplas- 
mic reticulum,  and  to  the  in- 
terpretive finding  of  a whole 
range  of  structural  and  fonc- 
tional  features  which  had  not 
been  anticipated  by  mi- 
croscopy. Modern  cell  biology 
was  up  and  running. 

Porter  always  held  the  view 
that,  because  of  the  extensive 
processing  needed  for  elec- 
tron microscopy,  great  cau- 
tion had  to  be  taken  when 
interpreting  the  images.  Over 
the  years,  however,  he  and 
others  modified  toe  method 
and  it  is  now  normal  to  use 
plaxtic  embedding,  so  that 
thin  sections  can  be  cut  and 
used  to  build  up  three-dimen- 
sional images. 

More  recently,  to  reduce 
dainage  further,  tiny  slivers 
of  living  material  have  been 
obtained  by  ultra-rapid  freez- 


His  plays  have  yet  to  make 
the  commercial  sti^,  but 
they  have  been  seen  by  thou- 
sand to  Yorkshire’s  clubs, 
pubs  and  community  centres. 
Narey’s  most  recent  work,  a 
trilogy  on  tbe  trade  unim 
movement  showed  growing 
theatrical  ambition  — and 
technique.  True  to  his  aD- 
rounder  nature,  he  played  a 
leading  role  in  most 
performances. 

His  death  Ironically  ended 
a edebration  he  bad  never 
doubted  he  would  eventually 
have  — two  days  of  Intermit- 
tent drinking,  and  a jazz  con- 
cert, to  aedatm  the  end  of  18 
years  d*  Conservative  govern- 


ment He  is  believed  to  have 
tellen.  cracked  his  head  and 
choked  on  his  way  home  to 
the  Thorpe  Edge  estate, 
where  he  was  a mainstay 
the  tenants'  association. 

True  to  Narey's  form,  his 
ashes  will  be  ke^  in  an  um  at 
tile  Brewery  Tap  at  Idle  in 
Bradford,  and  played  for  an- 
nually by  the  pub  team  — for 
Ttiiom  he  r^ularly  umpired 
— and  an  elev^  from  Brad- 
ford Campaign  for  Real  Ale. 


Martin  Wakiwrlgiit 


Keith  Narey,  politiBal  activist, 
bom  January  9, 194S;  died  May 
3. 1987 


Keith  Porter . . . under  the  electron  microscope 


tog  and  fracturii^  AH  toe 
meth^ris  confirm  the  exis- 
tence of  the  internal  struc- 
tures initially  discovered  by 
Porter.  Yet  because  of  prob- 
lems of  interpretation,  and  as 
recently  as  the  1980s,  some 
structural  findings  of  cell  bi- 
ok^  have  been  challenged  — 
it  is  said  that  they  are  created 
by  processing  and  by  electron 
microscopy  itselL 
In  Britain,  a senior  cell  bi- 
ologist, Dr  Harold  Hillman 


and  the  doyen  (tf'Ught  micros- 
copists,  the  late  Dr  Peter  Sar- 


tory,  wrote,  to  1980,  The  Lio- 
tog  Cell,  a critique  of  the 
tellings  they  perceived  to  ac- 
cepted interpretations  of  elec- 
tron microscope  images. 
These  erttieisms  have  been 
swept  aside  by  a triumphant 
flow  of  revelations  from  Por- 
ter’s pioneerfi^  techniques 
and  by  the  worldwide  enthu- 
siasm for  the  new  cell 
biology. 

Porter,  who  became  a pro- 
tessor  at  the  Rockefeller  Insti- 
tute. was  appointed  head  of 
department  and  professor  of. 


Narey ...  militancy  wtih  fim 


bicQi:^  at  Harvard  in  1961. 
moving  to  1968  to  the  TJniver- 
sity  of  Colorado  to  take  over  a 
new  department  of  molecular, 
cell  and  development  biok^. 

Academically,  such  a lab- 
oratory bad  been  bis  goal 
since  the  1940s,  and  he 
remained  at  Colorado  until 
19'^.  For  senne  years  after,  ha 
was  a part-time  director  the 
prestigious  Woods  Hole  Ma- 
rine Biological  laboratory, 
while  also  organising  the 
American  Society  for  Cell  Bi- 
ok^  and  the  Tissue  Coltare 
Association. 

Founder  the  Journal  of 
Gen  Bkdi(^,  a publkatkm  cS 
toternational  stature.  Porter 
won  many  honorary  d^rees 
and  awar^  inriiiriing  the  US 
National  Medal  of  Science  in 
1977.  At  the  time  of  his 
he  was  emeritus  professor  of 
biology  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Bom  to  Yarmouth.  Nova 
Scotia,  Porter  was  educated 
locally  and  his  fiiture  career 
was  strongly  influenced  by  a 
perceptive  high  school 
science  teaefoer,  John  OUver. 
The  scale  (tf^hls  ^ifts  beganto 
emerge  at  Acadia  Uhiverstty, 
where  he  m^red  to  budogy. 
He  was  immediately  accepted 
by  Harvard  for  his  doctc^ 
studies.  Paining  hi<t  PhH  ]n 
1938.  he  won  a US  National 
Research  Council  fellowship 
at  Princeton  an^  from  there, 
Joined  the  Rockefeller  Insti- 
tute to  build  the  distin- 
guished career  which  brou^t 
himworidfeme. 


Anthony  Tucker 


Keith  Roberts  Porter,  biologist 
bom  June  11,  1912;  died  May  2, 
1997 


Birthdays 


Dr  Hastings  Kamozu 
Banda,  forma*  president  of 
Malawi,  92;  Chay  Blyth, 
yachtsman.  87;  Jade  Bruce, 
bassist,  composer,  54;  Phil 
Drabble,  naturalist  and 
broadcaster,  83;  Helen  Field, 
opera . singer,  46;  Emma  ^ 
F^bes,  children's  television  I 
presenter,  33;  Baroness 
(Sarah)  Hogg,  economist.  51; 
(jeorge  Lucas,  film  director 
and  producer.  S3;  Lord  McAl- 1 
pine,  former  deputy  chair-1 
man,  Conservative  Party.  55;| 
Sian  Phillips,  actress,  63;l 
Franjo  Tudlman,  presidenti 
of  Croatia,  76;  Adrianne 
UzieU-Hamilton,  circuit; 
judge.  65. 


Death  Notic:es 

uuaNLO.  nobhi  D«««v.  oi  Ncnmniiej 
upon-Tm  2nd  Aplfl  TSW-KHh  kiiw  199n 
Siil^  taiOHmd  ol  |.  Mhw  ol  and 
untw.  giwdUther  of  Btea.  A dadtaBaJ 
fflUUMn  and  fladwaw  laactwr  fViVaul 
tamlly  hinani.  a thvtanlvlnB  eelaliiWlori 
win  taka  plaen  latar.  OanaOam  hi  liau  ol 
aowan  to  Rotiln  eaminRI  Fund  u iwipf 
young  nnMlelans  wiil.  tM  gratafoliM 


nan.  CftotoUbai  Owd  aud-l 

danly  on  May  1th.  rij/ei,  AO.  MucA  kwadl 
hurinad  ol  Jieidt.  lamor  el  Smiol  andl 


Mine,  son  ol  Andmw  aM  Beryl,  brellwr  ofl  - 
smsa  (Cewtoy).  Umeliir  and  Jonnitan.  Ai 
irvBto  loH  ol  a Itoa  men.  taken  frnm  oa  ter| 
too  aeon.  Tb  be  cranmaa  at  Wton  HmbI 
CremtonrluRi  a Ham  on  Mdey  ten  Mayl 
WW.  Engulf  to  MJCeindart  Sene -TAl 
(ma38)247AZr  lor  tiowora  or  dnBaUaia  to 
eluaan  eftarWee. 

HAOeETT.  BOm  ^ito  SeolO,  of  Park  Ana-' 
nua.  CraHsatoa.  Laede  tS.  widow  el  John  • 
e Hasgad,  mueMovad  molhar  Paul  and  • 
nm.  Ktohy  and  Stowe,  and  David  and 
Fran,  srandmaeter  m Thomas  and  Lawa  • 
died  paacalully  in  taapMal  May  tOlh  1907. 
Funeral  aarvlea  to  ba  held  at  Lawnawood 
Cramtomla.  Laada  11am.  Uoncta)  Wft  May 
■ ir.  i^ii  ■ 


T907.  Datoili  0119  2460507.  Family  L 

on^deraitona  hi  Hau  to  FLAW  totoma- 
Oonal  UK  rag  chailty  no.  2760SS 
SWMBOH.  On  May  tth.  Carol  Am  oi  Na- 
bum,  York.  WHa  ol  Jonathan  BradMaw, 
mottiar  to  Marc  and  Tom.  grandmoUiar  to 
Aldan,  atoiMiwaiar  to  Ntoiw.  Ucy  and  Ban. 
Moat  daany  tovad!  Rmeiai  aandoe  to  Oa 
haW  tt'SL  Hj^'i  Churtti.  BtMnrtaat 
nmu  York  on  Friday  Mm  16Hi  at  IBOpm 
lollowad  by  erIvBiB  cramaBon.  Ftowan  nwy 
m My  te  CoflaarMhiw  Rineial  SarvlOM. 
ChMpel  ol  RaatCroBtoaO  Floatf.  Yotk. 
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Memorial  Services 

THE.  LOW  MAYHBW.  A Barvlca  ol 
T1S  Ha  and  work  ol  The 
~~  taka  piaea  in  St  MargWi 

rafk_Chutch.  WMrntoatarMtom.  at 
OR  Thumday  12  June  1907.  AA  are  wal- 
eoma.  and  enaa  wWdng  id  Mtand  ara 
tor  Bckato.  lor  nia  aar- 


raquastod  to 
vtottonly,  to: 


Saeratary.  R 


iz  1 jJtito  Otototer.  Wasimirater 
SWriP9PI,«wctoalngatoaiitoadadMai 
■mjicpa.  -ndnto  will  be  poatad  hw 

JllHSw 

Births 


Sea 'you  in  18  yearn  onie!  Diana  md  1^ 

■7>J3^P9jmr  mnaaieamm  lalaphoni 
0171  no  4067  or  tax  0171  713  4129  betnuui 
9am  and  apm  MowFrl.  • 


Jackdaw 


Bony  Babes 

THERE  is  a bony  gfrl  with 
the  appetite  of  a rhino.  She 
still  gets  a short  shrift.  Even 
thou^  she  eats  well,  people 
— including  her  ow*n  mother 
— still  tell  her  to  "feed  up”. 

Occasionally  men  make 
comments  when  she  walks 
down  the  street.  Clicl^ 
about  guys  liking  **women 
with  a bit  o'  meat  on  their 
bones”  echo  to  her  mind.  She 
reads  fashton  magazines 
which  £»ture  women  of  her 
physical  type,  and  then  news- 
papers that  condemn  her  nat- 
ural shape  out  of  hand,  ^t 
women  say  they'd  like  to  be 
like  her  and  others  bitch 
about  her  behind  her  back. 


Sometimes  she  wishes  she 
bad  j ust  a little  more  fiKh  so 
that  people  would  chill  out 
and  leave  her  alone,  and  stop 
assuming  that  she  had  an  eat- 
ing disorder.  She  wishes  she 
had  the  personality  to  scream 
out  loud  in  a public  place.  It's 
OK  for  well-centred  people  to 
say  “be  who  you  are”  but  if 
people  won’t  accept  you  as 
you  are.  then  what  do  you  do? 

Oh,  what  it  is  to  be  skinny. 
Oh,  what  it  is  to  be  a bony 
babe.  Skinny  girls  have  al- 
ways been  there:  being 
sktony.  Living.  Walking 
around  on  the  planet  being 
healthy,  skinny  girls.  Before 
feshion.  being  sktony  was  a 
way  of  life.  It  was  natural. 

Since  then,  skinny  “reals" 
have  bMn  caught  in  the  cross- 
fire of  the  debate  about  the 
use  bony  models  to  sell 
clothes.  'Their  bodies  have 
been  tossed  around  like  rag 
dolls  in  a conversation  which 
treats  their  natural  form  as 
some  kind  of  a ted.  Nowadays 
a model  who  hs^pens  to  be 
naturally  waif-isb  may  sud- 
denly find  herself  getting 
asked  out  on  more  and  more 
dates  by  flalni  young  guys  af- 
fected by  tesnion  trends. 


A human  X-raygirlftiendtsa 
aalertacesaorythanapairof 
Diesel  shades.  Extract 

Don’t  worry 

IT  always  seemed  to  me  that 
if  you  want  to  be  taken  seri- 
ously, you  can't  be  too  opti- 
mistic. People  who  see  how 
bad  thtogs  are  get  respect 
When  they  make  a triangle 
with  their  fingers  and 
thumbs  and  say.  “what  I find 
deeply  troubling . . or  “I 
fear  I take  a less  sanguine 
view . . .”  everybody  listens, 
brows  furrow^  Go  around 
acting  as  if  everything’s  won- 
derfUL  though,  and  you'll  be 
dismissed  as  ignorant  and 
simple-minded. 

Pessimism  rules  OK  in  Time. 

Wheelies 

WE'RE  11  days  into  a seven 
week  bike  trip  from  one  end 
of  the  Alaska  Range  to  the 
other,  a journey  no  one  has 
ever  made  before.  Stretching 
more  than  700  miles  from  the 
Yukon  border  to  the  east  base 
of  the  Aleutian  Range  in  the 
west,  tbe  mountains  span  a 
wilderness  of  boulders, 


brush,  and  belly-deep  bogs 
that  would  be  a chore  to  tra- 
verse by  foot  or  mountain 
bike  were  it  not  for  game 
trails,  gravel  bars,  and  gla- 
ciers that  crisscross  the 
landscape. 

Using  this  network  also  en- 
abled us  to  minimise  our  im- 
pact on  the  land.  Not  ter  from 
here  at  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury. stampeders  rushed 
north  to  seek  fortunes  to  gold 
— scores  of  them  bringing  bi- 
cycles. FoUowtog  dogsled 
trails  to  winter  and  staying 
to  roadhouses,  these 
dreamers  rode  "safeties.”  as 
they  called  them,  with  the 
same  size  of  wheel  to  front 
and  back,  band  brakes,  and 
pneumatic  tyres,  occasion- 
ally stufftog  flat  tyres  with 
grass.  Many  of  the  stampi^- 
ers  abandoned  their  bikes 
after  a few  miles. 

Unlike  those  simple  but 
cumbersome  bikes,  ours  have 
oil-damped  front  snspen- 
sions.  16  gears,  and  frames 
made  of  titanium,  f^ther- 
U^t  but  stronger  Nian  steeL 
Instead  of  sbovels  and  gold 
pans,  we’re  carrying  less  than 
20  pounds  each  in  food,  cloth- 
ing and  gear.  Our  aim  is  to 


travel  light,  freeze  at  night, 
lose  wei^t.  and  go  hungry  in 
a style  Carl  half-j43kingiy 
naiTg  "hellbiktog*’. 

Have  bike  will  trttvelfbr  the 
National  Geographic. 

Flight  of  fancy 

ARE  aircraft  erotic?  Sadly 
the  answer  has  to  be  a quali- 
fied no.  The  erotic  is  that 
which  arouses  sexual  desire 
or  gives  sexual  pleasure,  and 
these  are  not  the  feelings  or 
sensations  pilots  tend  to  ex- 
perience when  powering  the 
most  virile  jet  fighter  into  a 
steep  full-throttle  climb. 

Quite  the  opposite.  A com- 
bination of  necessary  fear 
and  intense  concentration 
has  the  effect  of  keeping  the 
sexual  organs  to  abeyance. 
Where  grati^ring  sex  is  wild 
and  abandoned,  flying  the 
sort  of  aircraft  hu^  (very 
well  bung,  one  could  say)  to 
Norman  Foster’s  brand  new 
American  Air  Museum  at 
Duxford,  is  controlled, 
requiring  the  sort  of  finesse 
that  only  Don  Juan  or  Isadora 
Duncan  mi^t  have  achieved 
in  bed. 

Maybe  a plane  seems  sexy 


adieu  rushii^  aloi%  a run- 
way and  punching  its  way 
into  the  dty.  Perhaps  even  a 
tardy  Tiger  Moth  arouKs  sex- 
ual desire  when  piloted  by 
Ratoh  Fiennes  (to  The  English 
Axfienfi  across  the  ktod  of  un- 
dulating desert  landscape  that 
would  have  had  D H Law- 
rence aalivattog. 

But  Fiennes's  Tiger  Moth  it- 
self isn't  se^  the  actors  are, 
so  too  the  broodtog  moodtoess 
of  the  scenes  to  which  the 
lovely  old  plane  files.  A Tiger 
Itselfls  a thing  string  aiMl 


Blneprint  goes  bine 


wire,  canvas  and  timber.  On 
the  ground  and  in  the  air  it 
looks  and  behaves  like  a beau- 
tiful winged  insect  Uke  its 
l^iidopterous  namesake,  it 

flies  expertly,  but  signally 

feils  to  arouse  emotions  trip- 
wired  to  the  groiiL 
Pilot  anderitic  Jonathan 
Glancey  argues  theeroticap- 
paUttfaireraftexistsmorein 
die  minds  t^psyehoanafytic 
theorist  than  In  the  crutches  cf 
pilots.  BUi^frint 

Power  nibbles 

AS  women  gained  greater  ex- 
ecutive power,  especially  to 
theCityandtosneh&Bhion- 
able  areas  as  PR,  they  also 
made  their  presence  felt  to 
tile  wider  TTOrid  of  commerce 
— notably  to  business  enter- 
taining. This  gave  iroage-con- 
scLOus  career  women  the 
Ideal  opportunity  to  prove 
their  aestiietic  supexiprity  by 
making  everything  lo^  ex- 
quisite and — even  more  Qflt- 

IsQrzng,  perhaps — to  tyran- 
nise male  colleagues  and 
guests  by  tanposizm  on  them 
their  own  restrictive  ideas  on 
food. 

Since  these  women  were  as 


conoemed  about  staying  to 


stsnt  state  of  gzm  wing  sBlt 
discixdtoe,  they  miuiatnrisf 
asdst^isedfood  to  thelimi 
'Hje  power  brectetest  was 
thf  "^'TnatpTnatiifr-rfntinn  i 
this  Lfiliputian  cuisine.  Thii 
traditional,  masculine  aissej 
bly  of  fried  eggs  (plural)  on 
fried  bread,  with  a couple  oi 
sausages  and  severia  rashei 
of  bacon,  now  became  a fem 
nised  titoitofonB  ipian 
(li^tly  poached)  on  a posta 


by  abuttonmushroomand,  if 
you  were  lucky,  half  a cdiezry 
tomato.  The  altezhative 
might  have  been  a tewgwvtn 
of  scrambled  egg  with 
smoked  salmon  and  chopped 
^1^  grand  finale  was  a 

rnTnlmiflVe  Cmiaea,^^ 

LeonieHightoninBou^Jk  ' 
Gardem, : 

JcuJsdaio  aamsyour Jewels.  E- 

rnattjaekdeao^ua/dian- 
.eo.uk,; fix  0i7l-7ia  436^  mite  ■ 

Jackdaw,  T^CuaxUttn,li9  - 
Pdrringdea  Road.  London  • 

BC2R3SR. 
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Bank  pushes  for  tax  rises 


Richard  Thomas 
Economics  Correspondent 


The  Bank  of  England 
yfst^tday  iiu<ued  a 
thinly  veiled  wam- 
liig  to  the  Govern- 
nicnt  to  push  up 
tiuies  In  the  summer  mini. 
bud{^  or  face  a series  of  po- 
litically painftil  interest-rate 
rtses. 

Pointing  to  a splintering  of 
the  economy  into  an  over- 
heating consumer  sector  and 
downtrodden  factories,  the 
Bank  said  that,  although 
there  was  no  fix^  relation- 
between  taxes  and  mone- 


tary polic}’,  the  budget  pack- 
age would  influence  subse- 
quent rate  decisions. 

“Obviously,  the  fiscal 
stance  does  matter,  both  in 
the  short  term  and  the  long 
term,"  said  the  Bank’s  eco- 
nomic director.  Mervyn  Ri^, 
who  is  a member  of  the  in- 
terim monetary  poUev  com- 
mittee at  the  Bank. 

Mr  Ring  also  denied  accusa- 
tions that  the  Bank  would  use 
its  new-found  independence 
to  crush  inflation  at  the  ex- 
pense of  jobs  and  Arms.  ’The 
p^osopby  of  the  Bank  Is  for 
hi^  growth  and  low  and 
stable  inflation,"  he  said. 

But.  with  consumer  spend- 


1 Fed  setto  apply  the  brakes  | 

With  tbe  ns  economy  ex- 
panding at  an  annual  rate  of 
5.6  per  cent  in  tbe  first 
quarter,  the  sonreea  said 
there  was  "a  very  good 
chance"  the  Fed  would 
order  a second  rates  hike 
after  its  pre-emptive  move 
onMarchSO. 

1 nja  Federal  Reserve  is 
1 likely  to  raise  a key  In- 
terest rate  by  0.25  percent- 
^e  points  next  week  in  a 
fiirttaer  attempt  to  ward  off 
potential  overheating  in  the 
VS  economy,  according  to 
sources  ch^  to  America's 
central  bank. 

ing  rising  at  4 per  cent  a year, 
tbe  housing  market  powering 
ahead  and  wage  rises  hitting 
S per  cent  a year,  the  Bank's 
Quarterly  Inflation  Report 

said  inflaHnn  fpas  likely  to 
breach  the  2.5  per  cent  target 
in  two  years’  tiine  “on  foe 

present  evidence"  moderate 
tightening  was  necessary. 

In  the  shorter  term,  the 
Bank  said,  the  16.5  per  cent 
rise  in  the  value  cf  the  pound 
since  last  August  was  h^lng 
to  keep  the  lid  on  prices.  But 
that  was  UV<»Ty  to  wear 
off  and  was  not  sufficient  to 
keep  prices  in  dieck.  the 
report  said. 

"Unless  the  rate  of  domestic 
demand  expansion  is  moder- 
ated soon,  there  win  be  a real 
threat  to  the  inflation  target 
over  the  medium  tenn,"  the 
inflaHAw  Report  Warned. 

In  a clear  hint  that  in- 
creases would  be  a more  de- 
sirable mechanism  than 
higher  rates  for  ehokmg  off 
consumerHlrxven  demand,  the 


Bank  said  it  foced  a “policy 
dilemma"  because  dearer  bor- 
rowing might  push  up  the 
pound  ftirther  and  widen  the 
gap  between  flie  two  halves  of 
the  economy. 

**Aere  is  an  increasing  im- 
balance in  the  economy  be- 
tween the  growfo  rate  for 
TwamifUi-hii'irip  . . . and  ser- 
vices,’* the  report  warned. 
"Higher  interest  rates  would 
dampen  domestic  demand  but, 
if  th^  led  to  a forfoer  {Appreci- 
ation of  sterling,  would 
worsen  the  imbalance." 

Some  analysts  contrasted 
tbe  Bank’s  wait-and-see 
stance  with  its  previous  calls 
for  Immediate  rate  rises. 


Drinks  deal 
‘desperate 
measure’ 


Julia  Finch,  Roger  Cowa 
and  tlidlaWoMln  Bnwsals 


IG  sharehtdders  in 
Guinness  and  Grand 
IMetropolitan  were 
yesterday  anticipat- 
ing substantial  disposals  once 
the  proposed  £22  billion 
merger  of  the  two  drinks 
giants  is  concluded. 

Fund  managers  see  the 
merger,  announced  on  Mon- 
(Lty.  as  a desperate  step  by  the 
companies  to  move  forward 
in  a difficult  market,  but  they 
welcomed  the  deal  as  the  flrsC 
in  a new  round  of  takeox’ers 
and  break-ups  which  will 
transform  the  food  and  drinks 
Udustry. 

As  tbe  regulatory  battle  got 
underway  to  secure  the  agree- 
ment of  competition  autbori- 
tiM  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlan- 
it,'.  City'  fond  managers  saw 
tie  creaticm  of  GMG  Brands 
as  the  first  step  towards  dl- 
vosting  large  parts  of  the  en- 
hrged  group. 

^though  none  of  the  fund 
garugers  contacted  by  the 
Guardian  arc  prepared  to 
v)tc  against  the  proposed 
ds*il,  scN’oral  will  be  backing 
)>  only  berausp  they  bclie^'e 
frandMei  and  Guinness  had 
f jn  out  uf  ideas. 

> A spokesman  for  one  fond 
hianngcmenl  group,  which 
hnids  substantial  stakes  in 
Unh  Guinne.ss  and  GrandMct 
Kifct  "The  fact  is  that  both 
mmpanies  were  finding  it 
liarrt  to  make  progress  inde- 
pondently.  We  support  the 
bn>ad  objective  uf  this 
(n4>rger.  but  the  new  company 
will  have  drinks  brands 
rtlongsldi'  Pillsbury  and  Bur- 
ger lUni;  • and  one  does  won- 
der what  th»w  have  m ciun- 
n»n." 

tine  pen.slon  fond  nvuiager 
said  the  merger  agreement 
"I'ould  e:isily  Just  be  the  llrst 
step".  Pood  group  PiUsbury'. 


he  said,  “doesn’t  sit  elegantly 
in  the  company." 

Another  leadiz^  fond  man- 
ager said  the  merger  made 
sense,  purely  because  of  the 
economies  of  scale  available. 
But  he  also  believed  foture 
demei^ers  within  the  new 
group  were  likely.  ‘They  just 
can’t  do  it  all  at  once."  he 
said. 

Several  fond  managers  also 
believe  the  deal  Is  unUkdy  to 
escape  unscathed  the  scru- 
tiny of  competition  watch- 
doi^  in  the  UK,  Europe  and, 
especially,  the  US. 

Tbe  merger  loolts  certain  to 
need  approval  by  the  Euro- 
pean Comnussion.  which  is 
responsible  for  vetting  such 
large-scale  cross-bcKder  Euro- 
pe de.ils.  Commission  offi- 
cials bad  DO  comment  to 
make,  except  to  say  that  the 
companies  had  had  infonnal 
contacts  with  Brussels.  .After 
receiving  formal  notification, 
the  commission  has  one 
month  to  decide  whether  to 
launch  an  In-depth,  four- 
mouth  merger  inquiry. 

Altbougb  the  commissloa 
has  blocked  only  a handful  of 
mergers  since  the  EU’s 
meiger  rules  took  effect  six 
years  ago.  it  has  often 
required  changes  to  deals. 
The  commission  has  raised 
objections  to  takeovers  which 
create  a duopoly  that  limits 
competition  to  two  big  play- 
ers. 

Seagram  vice  chairman 
Robert  MatschuUat  has  al- 
ready attacked  the  planned 
merger.  “It's  hard  for  us  to 
imagine  a more  anti<ompeti- 
ti%’e  solution  to  the  ot'ercapac- 
ity  than  this  transaction."  he 
said. 

But,  mindful  that  they  may 
be  involved  In  a similar  deal 
if  Guinness  and  GrandMet 
.are  successful.  Allied  Domecq 
bosses  were  careful  not  to 
make  direct  criticisms  yester- 
ckiy. 


The  top  four  companies’  top  brands 


Mdbocs  ei  d-kre  cases  solos.  1996 
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Dispirited . . . Edgar  Bronfman  Jnr  has  discovered  that  Hollywood  can  rapidly  lose  its  financial  lustre 

Seagram  cocktail  leaves  headache 


Canadians  find  studios  and  spirits 
a difficult  mix»  says  ROGER  COWE 


ANADIAN  whisky- 
maker  Seagram 
earned  its  place  as 
one  of  tbe  spirits  industry's 
top  five  pla^rs  on  tbe  back 
ofits  North  American  whis- 
ky sales.  But,  in  a market 
that  is  increasingly  global 
and  increasingly  Interested 
in  white  rather  than  brown 
spirits,  the  group  has 
driven  hard  away  fi^m  Its 
base. 

The  acquisition  of  an 
80  per  cent  stake  In  the 
MCA/Universal  studios  em- 
pire for  85.7  billion  two 
years  ago  was  the  most  dra- 
matic move. 

The  drinks  company  was 
ciqritalising  on  the  disap- 
pointment of  Japanese  elec- 
tronics company  Matsu- 
shita. which  found  that 
Hollj’wood  was  less  attrac- 


tive financially  than  it 
seemed.  But  observers  won- 
dered whether  new  chief 
executive  Edgar  Bronfman 
Jnr  and  his  co-chairman 
and  brother,  Charles, 
grandsons  of  the  company’s 
founder,  bad  lost  their 
senses  by  swapping  the 
group’s  stake  in  the  chemi- 
cals company  Dow. 

The  move  also  led  to  spec- 
ulation that  Seagram 
would  have  to  sell  its  stake 
in  rival  media  group  Tune 
Wanier.  but  that  process 
has  still  not  been  com- 
pleted. 

On  the  drinks  fiont.  Sea- 
gram has  added  to  its  port- 
folio with  deals  oh  Ahiolnt 
vodka  and  Martell  ct^nac, 
and  has  built  its  sofi-drinks 
business.  Last  year,  it  ac- 
quired tbe  juice  bomness  of 


the  agricultural  group 
Dole. 

Seagram's  82.8  billion 
sales  from  entertainment 
last  year  equalled  revenue 
firom  drinks,  while  almost  a 
third  of  its  drinks  sales 
came  from  fruit  juice.  The 
media  world  has  been  as 
tough  for  tbe  drinks  com- 
pany as  for  MCA’s  previous 
owner,  however,  with 
entertainment  contribntiag 
only  81  miflioD  profit. 

The  Canadian  company 
remained  in  a dlfiicalt  posi- 
tion in  the  spirits  industry, 
however,  even  before  tbe 
Guinness/GrandMet  mer- 
ger was  announced.  One  an- 
alyst speculated  that  its 
anger  was  prompted  by  dis- 
appointment that  it  was  not 
involved  in  the  deaL  Sea- 
gram is  widely  believed  to 
have  been  seating  a merger 
with  one  of  the  leading 
spirits  companies,  and  may 
now  try  to  get  together  with 
Allied  Domecq, 


Charles  Bronfinan:  co-pilot 
of  risky  move  into  media 


US  regulators 
to  take  long, 
hard  look  at 
implications 
of  merger 


The  proposed  merger  be- 
tween GrandMet  and 
Guinness  will  be  scrutinised 
closely  by  the  American  anti- 
trust authorities,  writes  Mtwk 
Tran  in  New  York. 

ihe  deal  would  l^ve  the 
two  British  emnpanies  in  con- 
trol of  half  foe  premium 
scotch  market  as  well  as 
foreequarters  tbe  standard 
scotch  market  in  the  US. 


The  Department  of  Justice 
and  foe  Federal  Trade  Com- 
mission win  decide  within 
foe  next  few  weeks  which  of 
foe  two  agencies  wfD  have 
jurisdiction. 

**It  will  be  decided  quite 
quickly,  it  usually  takes  a 
couple  of  weeks,”  said  a Jus- 
tice Deportment  oBlciaL  But 
tbe  investigation  itself  wflj 
take  considerably  longer. 


The  announcement  of  tbe 
£22  billion  GrandMet-Guin- 
ness  has  already  sparked 
howls  of  protest  from  Sea- 
gram, tbe  number  two  scotob 
brand  in  tbe  US. 

However,  antitrust  lawyers 
do  not  briieve  foe  deal  will  be 
derailed  by  US  r^ulators. 
who  have  given  the  nod  to 
most  big  mergers  In  recent 
years. 


Astra  Fireworks  to  be  wound 
up  after  botched  sales  drive 


SafUhRyl* 


jnr. 


....  flniU  blow  to  Astra 
Kin>witrk.s  tho  Kent-ba-svd 
vonipany  with  debts  of 
£lij  million,  was  delivered 
last  ntglit  os  creditors  .'ii^ 

puinitHl  u liquidator  lo  wind 
up  !he  roniixuiy. 

It  ran  Into  dlfficuKies  in 
I9;r.  - - five  veafs  afier  a man- 
apement  buy-out  Uxan  parent 
compunv  :\stra  Holding-t  - 
when  :i  bid  lo  ex^'lnd  its  solos 
ihniugh  a supermarket  chain 
failed  .ind  ’'considcraWo 
Stocks  were  rviumcd  unsaid. 

Liquidator  Maurice  Bus- 
sell,  an  insolvency  partner 
wiUi  cltertcrcd  jiccounianls 
Moon'S  Rowland,  said  iW 
rompany  did  not  haw  Ou’ 


resen’es  to  see  it  through  this 
one  bad  season,  despite  an 
annual  turnover  of  about 
M.5  million.  The  addition^ 
costs  of  rep.ickaeing  and 
reworking  Ihe  returned  fire- 
works had  piwed  too  much 
to  bear.  "By  the  time  U 
reverted  to  its  old  system  or 
trading  for  the  1996  season, 
the  damage  bad  been  done. 

■’Untortunaiely.  because  of 
the  size  cf  its  debts,  it  has 
been  possible  to  avoid 

liquidation.”  _ 

’The  16  ftiU  tune  staff  of  As- 
tra Fireworks  b.we  been  laid 
off.  A forfoer  48  people,  who 
wore  employed  on  a season^ 
Ixisis.  haw  also  lost  their 
jobs.  Many  of  them  vrorked  at 
the  company's  factory  near 
•folfort  in  Shropshire. 


Murdoch  goes  into  bat  for  Dodgers 


jUex  Duval  Smith 
In  Washington 


R! 


UPERT  Murdoch,  de- 
scribed by  tbe  mayor  of 
Los  Angeles  as  “a  very 
quality  human  being",  is 
about  to  slide  into  home  base 
With  the  purchase  of  the  hal- 
lowed and  historic  Dodgers 
team. 

The  S5S0  million  deal, 
whk^  was  described  yester- 
d^’  as  all  but  signed,  nwks 
the  Auslralian-bom  million- 
aire's latest  tactical  use  of 
sport  to  enlaz^e  his  media  em- 

pi™-  t. 

The  Dodgers  sale,  which 
has  yet  to  be  approved  by  the 
baseball  les^e.  will  take  the 
team  out  of  the  hands  of  tte 


family  that  has  owned  It  for 
nearly  50  years. 

Peter  O'Malley,  whose 
father  Walter  never  for- 
given by  liEuas  for  movizig  the 
Dodgers  from  Brooklyn  to  Los 
Angeles  in  i^.  said  he  had 
been  forced  to  sell  the  team 
after  falling  to  win  planning 
permission  for  a new  sta- 
dium. 

Mr  Murdoch,  who  owns  foe 
Fbx  Broadcasting  Channel,  is 
expect  to  succ^  in  build- 
ing foe  stadium  and  launch- 
ing a Dodgem  American  foot- 
ball te2un. 

Ihe  Los  Angeles  ma}nor, 
Richard  ffiord^  appeared 
optimistic  about  foe  purchase 
and  yesterday  described  Mr 
Murdoch  as  “a  very  loyal  res- 
ident of  Los  Angeles  for  a 


number  of  years”.  Mr  Mur- 
doch last  year  gave  81  million 
to  the  Qdifomia  Republican 
Party. 

If  foe  deal  goes  ahead,  Mr 
Murdoch  will  have  secured 
for  himself  a lOace  on  both 
sides  of  tbe  negotiating  taUe 
in  taitoi  over  broadcasting 
rights  to  baseball. 

The  rising  price  of  rights  to 
televise  sport  — driven  up 
lately  by  Fox  — has  made 
such  broadcasting  a loss- 
maker  for  US  netwoiits.  But 
Mr  Muitiocb  uses  tbe  large 
sports  audience  to  promote 
Ills  other  programm  ee  aod  his 
cable  channel. 

News  of  the  sale  will  come 
hardest  of  all  to  Brooldyn. 
where  the  borough  hall  still 
files  tbe  DcK^rs  flag  and  has 


pledged  to  continue  doing  so 
until  the  team  retums. 

The  Dodgers  were  not  only 
synonymous  with  Brooklyn 
until  their  move.  They  are 
also  foe  team  with  some  of 
America’s  most  impressive 
scoring  records  and  were  the 
first  major  league  team  to 
hire  a black  player,  Jackie 
Robinson  In  1947. 

When  Mr  O’Malley  an- 
notmeed  in  January  that  he 
was  selling  the  Dodgers, 
Brooklynites  launched  a 
fund-raising  campaign  and 
the  bomngh  hall  created  a 
commissicsi  to  “end  foe  Dodg- 
ers' tei^rary  stay  on  the 
West  Co^’’.  But  it  never 
raised  more  than  a few  thou- 
sand dollars,  mainly  sent  in 
by  nostalgic  pensioners. 


Notebook 


Rates  weapon 
has  limited  range 


Mark  Milner 


Bank  of  Ek^Hand  hag 
lost  little  time  In  demon- 
strating that  it  Is  pre- 
pared to  use  its  newly  granted 
operational  independence. 
Despite  foe  favourable  short- 
term outlook  for  inflation,  the 
Bank  said  yesterday  that  “on 
the  present  evidence’’  interest 
rates  are  likely  to  have  to  go 
up  over  the  neri  few  months. 

The  Bank  has  been  pressing 
for  higher  rates  for  some 
time.  Kenneth  Clarke,  when 
he  had  an  election  to  Sgbt. 
resisted.  His  successor  at  foe 
Treasury.  Gordon  Brown, 
made  a modest  move  in  the 
right  direction  and  then 
handed  over  res^nsibility  to 
the  Bank,  which  clearly 
thinks  more  needs  to  be  done. 

The  Bank's  promptness  in 
declaring  its  intent  and  its 
demonstration  of  a consisten- 
cy of  purpose  cannot,  how- 
ever, disguise  the  problems 
inherent  in  foe  new  policy 
framework  in  dealing  with 
the  current  economic  situa- 
tion. 

Tbe  Bank  is  worried  about 
inflation.  It  is  its  job  to  be 
worried.  But  in  foe  battle 
a^lnst  inflation  it  has  only 
one  weapon:  higher  interest 
rates. 

Dearer  borrowing  may  well 
help  to  depress  consumer 
spending  — already  4 per  cent 
up  on  a year  ago  — although 
It  will  have  to  fight  against 
the  positiw  impact  on  con- 
sumers' intentions  of  the 
windfalls  provided  by  bufld- 
iog  society  conversions.  Ft 
may  well  take  some  of  foe 
ste^  out  of  a services  sector 
that  is  showi^  higher  rates 
of  capacity  utiliMtion. 

So  far.  so  good.  But  higher 
rates  will  be  less  welcome  to 
British  manufacturers,  par- 
ticularly those  in  the  export 
sector.  Industry  is  already 
feeling  squeezed.  Analysts  at 
HSBC  reckon  that,  while  con- 
sumer spending  win  be  up 
5 per  cent  this  year  (and 
therefore  in  need  of  reining 
back),  manufacturing  growth 
will  be  a more  modest  2 per 
cent.  Tbe  Bank  itself  acknowl- 
edged yesterday  that  manu- 
factui^  capacity  utiUsatioa 
has  slipped. 

Tbe  i^ustrial  sector  is  not 
being  belp^  by  foe  strength 
of  foe  pound.  Sterlingi's  appre- 
ciation may  have  only  a “one- 
oS"  effect  on  prices  but  it  has 
a rather  more  enduring  im- 
pact on  exports,  as  companies 
like  British  Steel  and  BOC  are 
forcefully  pointing  out 
Yet  higher  interest  rates  — 
7 per  cent  by  foe  end  of  tbe 
year,  according  to  some  ana- 
lysts — are  unlikely  to  send 
foe  pound  back  to  its  levels  of 
a year  ago. 

’Two  developments  could 
help  ease  tte  problem.  First, 
tbe  pound  could  decline  be- 
cause the  foreign  exchai^ 
market  decides  that  the 
theory  of  the  pound  as  safe 
haven  in  an  otherwise  largely 
sinric-currency  Europe  has 
been  overdone. 

Second,  Mr  Brown  could 


take  a band  in  the  game.  He 
might,  for  example,  draw 
some  of  foe  sting  Cram  con- 
sumer spending  by  ending 
mortgage  interest  rriief  at 
source  (Miras)  or  find  other 
ways  of  increasing  taxes  in 
order  to  dampen  demand  in 
his  Budget  in  a few  weeks’ 
time.  The  Bank  might  then 
find  a sufficient  change  to  the 
"present  evidence"  to  stay  its 
hand  on  interest  rates  or  at 
least  moderate  tbe  extent  to 
which  it  thinks  they  will  have 
to  rise. 

Could  it  be  that,  having  as- 
sumed control  of  monetary 
policy,  foe  Bank  is  now  trj’ing 
Its  hand  at  nudging  fiscal  pol- 
icy in  its  preferred  direction? 


Due  deference 

SMALL  firms  minister 
Barbara  Roche  might 
feel  rather  taken  aback 
by  the  chorus  eff  disapproval 
greeting  plans  to  bring  in  leg- 
islation aimed  at  clamping 
down  on  companies  which 
take  longer  than  they  should 
to  pay  their  suppliers. 

Few.  after  aU.  would  argue 
that  late  payment  is  a bad 
thing. 

Yet  ftmaii  businesses’  dis- 
tinct lack  of  enthusiasm  for 
the  proposed  legislation, 
which  would  force  companies 
to  pay  interest  on  late  bal- 
ances, is  based  on  a very  real 
concern.  Small  companies 
supplying  goods  and  services 
to  bigger  ones  know  which 
has  the  whip  band.  They  have 
a shrewd  idea  that,  faced  with 
foe  prospect  of  paying  inter- 
est on  overdue  accounts,  big 
firms  will  simply  formalise 
the  system  of  late  payments 
by  demanding  longer  to  come 
up  with  foe  money.  Small 
firms  will  be  in  no  position  to 
protest  because  they  need  the 
big  firms’  business. 

The  ease  with  which  big 
companies  wfll  be  able  to  cir- 
cumvent foe  intent  of  the  leg- 
islation. how'ever,  is  not  the 
only  problem.  Small  firms 
may  find  themselves  caught 
by  the  provisions  of  the  very 
legislation  meant  to  help 
them 

Yet  tbe  Government  is 
clearly  right  to  try  to  tackle 
foe  problem.  It  is  all  very  well 
to  argue  that  tbe  question  is 
one  of  corporate  culture.  To 
that  extent  tbe  Government 
could  help  by  making  sure  all 
its  departments  pay  up  on 
tune.  But  without  a ^ur,  big 
companies  will  not  change  a 
culture  that  benefits  them. 


Dassault  misfire 

ERGE  Dassault,  chair- 
man of  the  French  mili- 
tary airct^-maker  that 
bears  his  name,  was  In  buU- 
Isb  mood  yesterday.  Yes,  a 
huge  French  defence  group  — 
presumably  built  on  foe  out- 
come of  a successful  Alcatel- 
Dassault  bid  for  Thomson 
CSF  — would  scare  other 
European  defence  contrac- 
tors. That,  he  opined,  was  ex- 
actly the  purpose. 

Really?  What  has  happened 
to  the  idea  of  buildi^  a Euro- 
pean defence  industry 
capable  of  competing  wifo  foe 
Americans?  Mr  Dassault 
needs  to  be  carefoL  He  might 
just  “scare"  a European 
group  into  a US  alliance, 
which  would  hardly  repre- 
sent a French  triumph. 


BT  acquisition  set 
to  clear  first  hurdle 


Jufle  Wolf  bi  Brussels 


I^VHE 

■ Sion 

■ £131 


European  Coininis- 
sion  will  approve  ST’S 
£13  billion  acqidsition  oi 
American  telecoms  firm  MCI 
today  after  the  two  companies 
agre^  to  conditions  aimed  at 
meeting  EU  antf-trust 
concerns. 

The  decision,  expected  to  be 
adop^  without  discussion  at 
the  commission’s  weekly 
moBting,  means  foe  merger 
will  have  cleared  foe  first  of 
two  key  n^ulatory  hurdles.  It 
still  must  be  approved  by  US 
authorities. 

Last  nlgit  competition  com- 
missioner E^arel  van  Miert 
confirmed  that  Brussels 
would  take  a positive  view  of 
foe  merger.  “This  has  been  a 
very  positive  co-operation. 
There  were  a few  problems 
Identifled  and  BT  was  offen 


ing  some  remedies  and  there- 
fore tbe  case  could  be  handled 
in  a short  period  of  time,"  he 
t<dd  BBC  Ra^  Five  Live. 

He  added:  “BT  has  been 
very  positive.  We  identified 
two  problems  and  they  were 
offering  almost  imme^tely 
foe  right  answers  to  them.” 

According  to  EU  sources, 
foe  companies  will  provide 
competitors  with  capacity  on 
trankulantic  submarine  tele- 
communications cables. 

TTie  conditions  were  agreed 
after  foe  commission’s  anti- 
trust investigation  concluded 
that  foe  merger  would  have 
created  or  reinforced  a domi- 
nant position  in  the  market 
for  DK-US  phone  services  and 
in  foe  DE  market  for  telecon- 
ferencing. But  Mr  van  Miert 
made  plain  last  night  be  no 
longer  feared  the  merged 
group  would  take  a dominant 
positiou. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Australia  2P1 
Austrfa  I8.tt 
BelgluiT)  55.37 
Canada  2.19 
Cyprus  0.80 
DenmarV  10.28 
Finland  &18 


France  0.03 
Germany  ZS62S 
Greece  431.00 
Hong  Kong  123) 
India  58.22 
Ireland  1,0425 
Israel  &S1 


Italy  2.685 
Malta  aeolo 
Netherlands  3.0075 
New  Zealand  2.25 
Norway  11.23 
Portugal  270.50 
Saudi  Arabia  5ae 


Singapore  2277 
SduA  Alha  7.027 
Spain  225.50 
Sweden  12A4 
SwItzeitBnd  226 
Turkey  213.460 
USA  1.5875 
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Bosses  accept  inevitability  of  minimum  wage  but  oppose  other  government  measures  due  to  be  announced  in  the  Queen  s spoi^h 


Business  to 
cut  short  its 
honeymoon 
with  Labour 


Celia  Weston  on  a 

hostile  response  to 
plans  for  bringing 
debtors  into  line 


The  honeymoon  be- 
tween Labour  and 
business  came  to  an 
abrupt  end  yesterday 
with  a chonis  of  protests 
about  Government  plans  to 
legislate  on  commercial  debt 
anri  demands  ttet  the  Govern- 
ment impy»i^ip**^y  cUuify  its 
pnsfi-inn  on  the  sin^  cur- 
rency. 

Only  10  days  after  Labour 
won  a resounding  victory  in 
the  polls  £oHowmg  a cam- 
paign in  which  business 
oz^anisations  kept  conspicu- 
ously quiet,  small  firms’  lead- 
ers yesterday  espressed  dis- 
may over  the  lack  of 
consultation  and  the  speed 
with  which  Labour  intends  to 
pass  legislation  on  late 
payment 

Leading  small  business 
groups,  banks  and  credit-pro- 
tection organisations  have  de- 
scribed as  unworkable  the 
plans  to  be  announced  in  the 
Queen’s  speech  today.  The 
proposed  bill  would  entitle 
small  firms  to  chat^  interest 
on  late  payment  (rf*  com- 
mercial debt 

Despite  the  Government’s 
expectation  that  its  bin  wotdd 
find  wide  support  among 
sman  businesses,  only  the 
Forum  of  Private  Business, 
one  of  the  smallest  business 
organisations,  has  backed  the 
plans. 

David  Richardson,  presi- 
dent of  the  100,00(>strong  Brit- 
ish Chambers  of  Commerce, 
which  opposes  legislation, 
said:  "We  ho^  fills  isn’t  go- 
ing to  be  the  way  iu  which 
debate  wifii  this  Government 
goes  ahead." 

Speaking  just  betore  open- 
ing the  BCC's  national  confer- 
ence in  CaidiS^  he  said:  "We 
think  [the  proposed  new  law] 
win  l^itimise  late  payment 
because  it  will  encourage 
large  companies  to  build  into 


contracts  longer  payment 
terms  to  protect  thonsdves.’’ 

But  Barbara  Roche,  the 
aiTian  firma  minister,  denied 
that  Labour’s  plans  had  ftaiOed 
to  command  significant  sup- 
port from  the  business 
conununity. 

"Every  singia  survey  of  the 
small  business  community 
says  fiiat  there  is  overwhelm- 
ing smqpozt  Ah:  a statutory 
light  to  inter^’’  she  com- 
mented. She  prmuised  there 
would  be  extensive  coosulta- 
tiou. 

However.  John  Spence, 
head  of  business  banking  at 
U(^ds,  said:  "You  don’t  cure 
inequality  of  size  fiirougb 
legislatioiL 

The  big  organisations  will : 
rihanpi  thfi  tonric  of  t;hB  OOU-  ' 

tracts.” 

He  said  that  while  research 
showed  that  individual 
businesses  might  want  legjs- ' 
lation,  no  one  knew  whetlier  | 
it  would  be  efibctive. 

"My  message  to  the  Gov- 
ernment is  to  allow  due  time 
for  consultation.  Fd  like  to 
see  the  proposals  properly 
spelled  out  for  a flill  debate 
before  the  legislation  is 
drafted,’’  be  said. 

His  comments  were  echoed 
by  Golin  FnraTI  nhiaf  execu- 
tive of  NCM,  the  privatised 
export  credit  division  of  the 
Government’s  Export  Credits 
Guarantee  Department. 
"Large  firms  can  easily  get 
round  such  laws  fiuoi^  ne- 
gotiating better  terms,*’  he 
said. 

"At  the  fiaiTiB  Hma,  gmaTlor 
firms  could  come  under  pres- 
sure &om  suppliers  even 
though  they  were  not  getting 
I paid  more  quickly.’' 

Addressing  the  main  conr 
fireuce,  the  BCC’s  Mr  Richard- 
son said  stwa'Per  firms  needed 
to  know  as  soon  as  possible 
about  the  Government’s 
stance  on  monetary  ""i"" 
"We  supported  wait-and-see, 
hut  we  now  need  to  know,’’  be 
said. 

"Big  business  can  afford  to 
prepare  for  omtii^encies,  but 
the  averse  smaU  business 
can’t  afford  the  money  or 
managpmpnt  time." 


« nt 


Commerce 
backs  down 
over  low  pay 


CaUaWealon 


Business  leaders  yes- 
terday reversed  years 
of  opposition  to  a key 
Labour  proposal  to 
combat  poverty  and  conceded 
the  prbvtiple  ot  a minimum 

' Delegates  at  the  British 
Chambers  of  Commerce  con- 
ference in  Cardiff,  which  rep- 
resents and  medium- 

sized  companies,  accept^ 
that  a low  pay  safoty  net  will 
be  intiroduced  by  the  Govern; 
znenL  However,  they  aigura 
that'it  should  be  set  at  £3.50 
an  hour,  a level  at  which  15 
per  cent  cff  businesses  would 
be  affected. 

But  BQl  Morris,  general 
secretaiy  of  the  Transport 
anri  General  Workers*  Union, 
told  the  conference  that  his 
members  wanted  a minimum 
of  at  least  £4  an  hour,  applied 
nationally,  without  regional 
differentials. 

The  T&G  WMdd  expect  to 
secure  no  less  than  the  £4  an 
hour  rate  which  we  have  al- 
' ready  negotiated  in  many 
instances,"  be  said.  But  he 
conceded  the  new  minimum 
would  apply  only  to  workers 
aged  over  18. 

The  BCC’s  new  stance,  ^ra- 
liar  to  that  adopted  by  some 
CBl  leaders,  is  understood  to 
be  dose  to  the  level  for  a 
minimum  wage  befog  can- 
vassed  in  goverzunenL  Ihe  ul- 
timate level  will  be  deter- 
mined by  the  recommend- 
ations of  the  prc^osed  Low 


pay  Cominhalon.  but  gff 
hour  is  sMBi  as  « lUMOr 
outctaw.  ^ 

Mr  Morris  tried  lo  raaMUce 
business  by  saying  hit 
did  not  see  itself  as  being  to 
power  with  LAbour  fo  gnver^ 
ment  any  more  than  H wss.w 
oppostcbm  wben  fibe  Tbrise 
to  power.  "We  are.  nw 

an  extension  of  gpwew»wi«* 
and  we  have  no  ptana 
the  opposition."  bfr  Merra 
said. 

David  Rlcbardsoe,  BCCh 
president,  warned  that  at 
ZLSS  a minimum  ww  would 

eat  into  proflu  and  lead  to  job 

cuts  in  more  than  half  of 
small  businesses. 

In  a ahow  of  bands,  moat  of 
the  300  deiegatea  said  they  fit- 
voured  a minimum  wags  w- 
thou^  they  were  ^it  oa  the 
level. 

John  watsoci.  presldant  of 
the  Bradford  chamber,  said 
worken  emild  be  hlivd  in  his 
area  for  £3.30  an  hour  without 
fetifog  expioltfd  whereas  to 
the  South,  higher  rates  would 
have  to  be  paid.  "What  wor- 
ries me  is  if  I'ou  get  a single 
approatib-of  say  £4  an  hour 
the  economic  eflbet  in  the. 
South  would  be  negligibie. 
but  it  would  increase  Itfouiir 
co^  by  between  IS  and  20  per 
cent  in  Bradford." 

• A crackdown  on  young 
people  who  refuse  educatiun 
and  training  opportunities 
was  signalled  yesterday  by 
Alan  Howarth,  the  former 
Conservative  MP  who  is  now 
Junior  education  and  employ- 
ment minister. 


Rates  for  the  job 


Number  of  employees  eamrnp  Mow  a renge  at  hourly  pay  rafee 
Total  number  and  PUH  linio  number 


B than  (C)  ' 

K of  ag  werfcsre 

and  % 

4.00 

5,225,133  (24.0) 

2.497.467  (11.25) 

3.50 

3,448,958  (15.5) 

1,488,730  (6.7) 

3.00 

1,788,854  (8.0) 

817.773  (3.7) 

2.50 

1.010581  (4.5) 

460.887  (2  0) 

Average  Aouriy  earnings  in  the  lowest  paid  jMs  in  the  lowest  10 
per  cent  of  workers 


Bill  Morris  in  Cardiffyesterday,  alongside  Rflnilesh  RaM,  nf  thB  Igqnal  Opportimiries  CnmmlBstnii  photogiwh:  phujp  RSS 
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.£2.62 
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..  £3,08. 
...E3.1S, 
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Checkout  operators .... 
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Shell  fillers 
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TUC  calls  for  new  jobless  Watchdogs  act  on  personal 
count  to  be  introduced  pensions  scandal  insurers 


News  in  bKef 


Saumaa  none 
Labour  Editor 


The  Government  should 
introduce  a new  inter- 
nationally recognised 
monthly  unemptoyment  mea- 
sure because  the  existing  dole 
claimant  count  has  been  dis- 
credited, the  Trades  Union 
Congress  said  yesterday. 

Ihe  call  came  on  the  eve  of 
today’s  first  monthly  official 
unemployment  figures  since 
Labour’s  election  victory, 
which  are  exp^ed  to  ^ow  a 
flirfiier  fen  in  the  numbers  of 
jobless  entitled  to  claim  bene- 
fit last  month  below  Mark’s 
1.7  million. 

Ministers  are  planning  to 
announce  that  tb^  will  re-ex- 
amine the  way  the  dole  statis- 
tics are  compiled.  But  the  De- 
partmoit  for  Education  and 
Employment  last  night  dis- 
counted speculation  that  the 
new  government  has  already 
decided  on  a fUU-scale  review 
of  the  issue. 

The  Labour  Party  in  opposi- 
tion r^ularly  attacked  the 


dole  figures  as  "fiddled”,  fo- 
cusing on  the  32  statistical 
revisions  made  to  the  count 
duriz^  the  Conservative’s  18- 
year  rule. 

Party  spokesmen  also 
promised  to  introduce  a "po- 
litically imparfiai  measure" 
ofunanployment 
The  TUC  wants  to  see 
monthly  figures  based  on  the 
standardised  unemployment 
count  laid  down  by  the  Inters 
national  Labour  Organisa- 
tion, which  are  already  pub- 
lished quarterly  as  part  of  the 
official  Labour  Force  Survey. 

The  TUC  ai^es  that  pub- 
! ifohmg  a monthly  LFS  count 
I would  rebuild  public  confi- 
dence in  the  figures  and  give 
policy  makers  a more  reliable 
indicator  of  what  is  happen- 
ing in  the  labour  marieet 
The  LFS  count,  vrtiich  cur- 
renfiy  gives  a British  unem- 
ployment level  of  2.1  milljon, 
indudes  all  those  who  looked 
for  work  in  the  past  four 
weeks  and  <-an  start  work  in 
two  weeks'  time.  The  indepen- 
dent Unemployment  Unit  has 
put  the  wider  underlying  job- 


lessness levd  at  more  than 
four  million. 

Although  any  attempt  to 
put  the  current  unemploy- 
ment count  on  to  a broader 
and  more  credible  basis  is  po- 
litically difficult  — because  it 
would  p^uce  higher  figures 
— ministers  are  keen  to 
restore  confidence  in  what  is 
currwitly  widely  regarded  as  ; 
a debased  and  politically  ma- 
nipulated count 

The  Conservative  govern- 
ment’s attempt  to  intorove  the 
standing  of  the  existing  count 
by  handing  over  control  of  it 
to  the  Office  for  National  Sta- 
tistics Called  — and  the  credi- 
bility of  the  figures  has  feUen 
still  further  under  file  distort- 
ing impact  of  the  Jobseeker’s 
AUowaiiice. 

One  option  would  be  to  pub- 
lish a range  of  figures,  based 
on  different  definitions  of  un- 
employment   1rw»liui<wg  the 

currait  claimant  count 

But  mnarHng  and  publish- 
ing file  LFS  figures  on  a 
monthly  basis  alone  would 
cost  an  extra  £8  minion  a 
year. 


Richard  Miles 

GITY  regulators  yester- 
day cracked  down  on 
insurers  embrofled  in 
tile  £2bnUon  personal  pen- 
sions B«ndai,  ordering  them 
to  settle  the  most  urgent  eases 
by  the  end  of  the  yearorfece 
disciidinary  action. 

As  it  emeiged  that  so  fer  i 
only  one  in  10  victims  has 
received  an  oBbr  of  redress, 
the  Fersooal  Investment  Au- 
Qiority  set  new  targets  for  the 
24  <v>mpaniBg  with  the  heavi- 
est caseloads.  Headed  by  the 
PrudentiaL  they  account  for 
three-quarters  of  the  870,000 
priority  cases. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Secu- 
rities and  Investments  Board, 
the  BMBf  financial  r^slator, 
approved  the  use  of  "guaran- 
tees” — a legaUy-blndfog  con- 
tract to  ddiver  equal  benefits 
— where  it  was  impo^ble  to 
reinstate  victims  to  their  orig- 
inal occupational  scheme.  ■ 
Both  armmiTKwnaritB  f-amo 
on  the  eve  of  a meeting  be- 
tween the  scandal's  24  worst 
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ofibnders  and  Helen  Liddell, 
the  new  treasury  minister 
responsible  for  financial  ser 
vices.  Ms  Liddell  is  threaten- 
ing the  companies  with  tough 
new  laws  unless  they  speed 
up  redress  for  as  many*  as 
lA  miUion  Investors.  Tb  date, 
only  £102  million  has  been 
paid  to  12,650  victims  — an 
averaj^  of  around  £8,000  each. 

■STW  ffViairman  gir  Andrew 


Laj^  uiged  the  insurers  to 
concede  they  had  broken  City 
rules  and  to  stop  dra^it^ 
their  he^.  After  three  years 
of  delay.  Sir  Andrew  said, 
there  were  no  excuses  left. 

He  warned  companies  they 
would  be  fined  or  their  sales- 
forces  suspended  if  they  con- 
tinued to  delay. 

Sir  Andrew  stressed  that 
the  guarantee  scheme  was  not 
a soft  option,  as  companies 
were  stiii  obliged  to  seek  the 
reinstatement  of  victims  at 
the  earliest  possible  stage. 
Only  companii^  with  suffi-' 
cienf  financial  strength 
would'  be  allowed  to  oKr 
guarazitees,  an  idea  pioneered 
: by  Legal  & General  and  sup- 
' ported  by  the  PrudentiaL 

But  the  crackdown  was 
viewed  as  "too  little,  too  late’’ 
by  organisations  representing 
victims.  The  TUC  said:  “D»d- 
lines  have  been  set  before 
with  little  effect  Unless  thi« 
new  deadline  is  backed  up 
with  threats  of  real  sanctions, 
victims  will  justifiably 
remain  cynical  about  the 
chances  of  receiving  redress.” 


|SWT  to  spend  £90m  on  new  trains 


Sarah  Ryle 

Rumours  of  takeover  and 
merger  were  dampened 
down  yesterday  by  insiirance 
broker  Sedgwick  as  it  an- 
nounced a fell  in  pnffits  over 
the  first  three  months  d 1687. 

Persistent  speculation — fti- 
eDed  by  the  Cast  pace  of  con- 
solidation in  the  sector  dur- 
ing the  past  year  — has 
linked  Sedgwick,  the  world’s 
fitird-blKMt  insurance  bro- 
ker,  with  British  rival  \raus 
ContoOEL 

But  Sedgwick’s  chief  »ecu- 
tive  Rob  White-Cooper  in- 
sisted that  the  group’s  strat- 
^ was  aimed  at  extending 
its  consultancy  arm  and  its 
presaice  iuEtuope. 

Chairman  Sax  Riley 
pointed  to  the  joint  venture 
with  Italy’s  latest  broker. 
Nikols,  announced  last 
mouth.  He  said:  'This  Is  part 
of  our  strati  of  strengthen- 
ing our  global  operations  and 
we  are  ex^orfog  further  op- 
porbinities  to  develop  our 
presence  in  continental 
Enrc^  where  the  broker’s 
role  is  stiH  underrated." 

The  company  also  an- 
nounced its  bid  for  a listing 
on  the  New  York  Stock  Ex- 


change. with  trading  due  to 
start  in  June. 

Sedgwick’s  pnrfits  were  hit 
by  the  strength  of  sterling, 
felling  to  £435  million  against 
£4£L3  million,  during  the  same 
period  a year  The  groiqi 
said  that  the  pound’s  appreci- 
ation had  knocked  £3.4  mil- 
lion off  pre-tax  profits,  with 
£25  million  lost  because  ster- 
ling is  so  strong  against 
Europe's  main  currencies. 
Brokerage  feu  to  £234.7mfl- 
lion,  against  £243.2  million  a 
year  ago. 

Stripping  out  the  pound’s 

impact,  brokerage  fees  would 

have  risen  by  3 per  cent  and 
profit  before  tax  by  4 per  cent 

The  rise  in  profits  repotted 
by  composite  insurer  General 
Accident  was  more  dear<ut 
The  company  said  better  win- 
ter weather  and  growth  In  Its 
life  Insurance  business  had 
boosted  pretax  profit  to  a re- 
cord £ll4milli0Q  in  the  first 
quarter,  double  the  out-turn  a 
year  ago. 

Rationalisation  in  the  in- 
surance industiy  continued, 
however,  with  the  Royal 
Bank  of  Scotland  completing 
its  £l4.7maiion  sale  of  doper 
cent  of  its  life  insurance  sub- 
sidiary, Royal  Scottish  Assur- 
ance, to  Scottish  Widows. 


KefthHarpM* 

Transport  Efiftor 

SOUTH  117681  Trains 
yesterday  sought  to 
draw  a line  under  its 
recent  qiate  of  train  cancel- 
lations and  announced  a 
£90  million  order  fbr  80 
new  trains  as  part  of  its 
plan  to  restore  public 
confidence. 

Its  managing  director, 
Bxiau  Cox.  said  fixe  com- 
pany, which  Is  owned  by 
Stagecoach,  was  "only  as 
good  as  its  last  trick’’.  He 
wanted  it  to  be  known  for 
its  reliability  and  pnnotnal- 
ity,  and  admitted  that  it 
bad  been  IhiUng  its  daily 
150,000  passengers. 

SWT  officials  denied  that 
the  order  had  been  placed 
to  persuade  the  Govern- 
ment to  extend  its  seven- 
year  fiwichlse,  which  ex- 
pires in-  2003,  fbr  a farther 
seven  years.  Mr  Cox  said 
the  company  would  like  to 
extend  Its  flranchlse,  but 
had  a lot  of  catching  up  to 
do  befbre  it  hoped  to  be  ^ 
that  position. 

John  Prescott,  the  deputy 
Prime  Minister,  is  consid- 
ering whether  to  tighten 


/ / 


One  of  the  lOOmph,  air-conditioned  trains  to  be  introduced  by  SWT  next  year 


regulations  against  train 
operators  following  SWT’s 
^te  of  canceUatioite  dur- 
ing February  and  March. 
Mr  Cox  said  SWT  believed 
it  was  working  in  a tightly 
controlled  industry,  with 
“plenty  of  teeth  in  the  pres- 
ent set-up’’,  but  It  could  op- 
erate^ any  climate. 

SWT’s  order  is  to  be  built 
by  6EC  Alsthom  in  Bir- 
wiiwgiianT  The  trains  will 
be  leased  from  Porter- 
brook,  the  company  bought 


last  yew  by  Stagecoach  for 
£476  million.  The  former 
British  Rail  team  that 
formed  the  original  com- 
I pany  reaped  an  £80  million 
bonus  when  it  sold  to  Stage- 
coach in  August  after  seven 
months  in  charge. 

. The  first  of  SWT’s  new 
I trains  will  be  delivered 
I later  next  year.  They  will 
be  fully  air-conditioned. 

: double-glazed  and  capable 
of  speeds  ofiOOmph- 
Save  Our  Railways,  the 


campa^  body  represent- 
ing the  unions  and  local  au- 
thorities, said  It  was  disap- 
pointed that  Stagecoach 
was  planning  to  replace 
only  30  out  of  Its  fleet  of  1 18 
slam-door  trains. 

Brian  Sonter,  executive 
chairman  of  Stagecoach, 
described  the  order  as  a 
“new  era  fbr  railways". 

Mr  Gox  said  the  company 
might  employ  more  drivers 
because  of  an  increase  in 


Saudi  prince  buys 
3pc  Cordiant  stake 

SAUDI  Arabia’s  billionaire  Prince  Alwaleed  bln  Talal  has 
bought  more  than  3 per  cent  of  Cordiant.  the  advertising  and 
marketing  group  that  is  poised  to  split  into  three.  Cordiant 
whlrii  includes  the  Saatchi  & Saatchi  and  Bates  agencies,  would 
not  say  how  much  the  prince  paid.  At  the  company’s  current 
share  price,  a 3 per  cent  stake  is  worth  about  £17  miUion  but 

Agence  France  Fresse  reported  a price  of  £24.7  million 

The  prince  buys  stakes  In  name-brand  companies,  like  Citi- 
corp and  Euro  Disney,  when  their  shares  are  out  effevour 
hoping  for  a reward  if  the  (^pany  is  turned  around.  He 
I recently  bou^  shares  in  Planet  Hollywood.  Trans  World 

Airlines  and  Apple  Computer. — TonyMoy 

Prosecutors  name  Nomura 

JAPAN’S  securities  watefedog  filed  etmpiatnfo  with  prosecutors 
yestw^aMngtbatNanmraSen^^ 


mmts  to  a client  bdieved  to  be  a soA»bn  racketeer.  Such  c^ni- 


shareholdermeetings-.  

Government  sources  said  that  the  Securities  and  ExChanea 
Surv^^oe  Commission  anegrethrt 

! ^ MnishyrfFinanoe  caft  a farther 
s^^nd^  It  ftom  government  bemd  auctions  and  bond  under^ 
writing.  It  was  the  first  time  regulators  have  r^^nrgf^  t»<at+v.a 
compaitywasdirecttyittetflnvoteedinthfiscaiidSifamS 

Capital’s  restaurant  reshuffle 

C^WALRadto,whi(feiaanstobuyRichardBranaon’aViiHrfn 

Radio  m a £65  infllioa  dear  hsK 


sdUInghytotroducingniS^lh^^ 

BOC  profits  pounded 

shake-up  souoht 
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Henry  Cecii-s«i[yhoi:i^o;;;te  to;  

Verse  poetry  in  motion  in  Musidora 


Reams  of  verse 

returned  a record- 
winning  margin  of  u 
lengths  in  the  37th 
running  of  the  Musidora 
Stakes  al  York  yester^  and 
« i»w  ns;  s)jort 4-5  with  the 
Tote  for  the  Vodafbne  Oaks 
hoxt  month. 

lodbrokcs,  in  a display  of 
un^inietcrlstic  generosity, 
made  her  a 7-4  chance  but 
U’ere  knuckt*d  over  and  had 
shortened  the  Ally  to  S4  by 
close  Dt  play. 

This  was  Henry  Cecil's 
seventh  Musidora  winner  and 
obviously  none  has  woo  as 
impressively  but  only  two  of 
Ms  pre\'ious  six  ~ Diminuen- 
do and  Snow  Bride  — have 
pmo  on  to  Epsom  glory. 

Zt  is  impossible  to  see  any  of 
those  behind  Reams  <X  Vet^ 
here  reversing  the  form  and 
tte  biggest  threat  to  her  may 
be  her  stable  companion 
Yashmak,  who  runs  at  New- 
bury on  Friday,  or  the  Epsom 
tradk. 


It  was  the  raservation  about 
her  ability  to  hnwHia  the 
course  that  prmnpted  Mike 
DHlon  of  Ladbrokes  to  take  a 
View  and  he  believes  her 
iwavy-shouldered  conibrma- 
uon  could  be  against  her  if 
^e.has  to  come  down  Tatten- 
ham  Hill  on  Qrxn  ground. 

One  gets  the  impression, 
however,  that  if  the  opposi- 
tion is  so  palpably  inftrior 
She  could  probably  fell  over 
and  still  win 

Cecil  hu  no  doubts  she  will 
stay  a mile  and  a half  al- 
though conceding  Qiat  she  is 
not  guaranteed  to  get  it. 

"You'd  have  to  say  no  on 
her  pedigree  but  ^e’s  so 
relaxiki  that  she'll  give  herself 
every  chance  of  staying,"  said 
the  trainer. 

For  Jockey  Kieren  fhllon  it 
was  little  more  than  a steer- 
job  and  riding  highly- 
tuned,  highly*bred  animale 
for  the  Cecil  ^Ue  must  saam 
like  a piece  of  cake. 

"X  rode  this  ftlly  yesterday 


Cecil . . . seventh  win 

morning  up  Warren  Hill 
it  was  the  most  exciting  thrill 
Fve  ever  bad,"  said  Fallon. 
"The  only  horse  I've  ever  rid- 
den that  gave  me  such  a fuel- 
ing is  Bosra  Sham." 

Fallon  had  only  one  subtly 
anxious  moment  two  a 
half  fUrlongs  out  when  Reams 


Fallon  . . . steezingjob 

Of  Verse  V>oVed  as  if  she 
might  get  shut  In  but  She 
went  through  the  gap  In  two 
or  three  strides  showing  the 
Instant  acceleratfon  which  is 
the  hallmark  of  class. 

Cecil  won  the  <^Jcs  last 
year  with  Lady  Carla  and  it 
iw>ir«  as  if  hu  fliUx  thta  year 


are  at  least  a stone  better  than 
anyone  else's. 

Sleepytime  Hae  done  little 
since  winning  the  1.000  Guin- 
eas two  weeks  ago  by  six 
leng^  and  will  not  run  in 
the  Irish  equivalent  The  Coin 
onation  Stakes  at  Royal  Ascot 
is  her  next  target  although 
f^il  expects  to  r\m  her  over 
a mile  and  a quarter  before 
the  end  of  foe 

Michael  Hills  rode  the 
lOOOth  winner  of  his  career  on 
Hie  Fly  in  the  Shepherd  Tro- 
phy Handicap,  the  grey  colt 
by  Pharly  having  just  too 
mu^  toe  for  SilveranL 

Hills  was  delighted  to 
achieve  this  milestone  on  a 
horse  trained  by  his  fother, 
Barry,  who  has  been  a great 
supporter  but  would  not  give 
him  a ride  to  start  his  career. 

"V^en  1 was  16  1 only 
weighed  Sst  I2Ib.  and  Dad 
said  1 was  too  Ught,"  he  ex- 
pired. *3ut  Charlie  Nelson 
said  he'd  put  me  19  and  I won 
on  Sky  Thief  for  him. 


Benny  The  Dip  ready  to  pocket  the  Dante 


Benny  the  dip  picked 
a pocket  or  two  ac- 
cording to  Damon 
Runyon  but  can  legiti- 
mately get  his  owner's 
hands  on  some  big  money 
today  by  winning  the  Gros- 
venor  Casinos  Dante  Stakes 
at  York,  writes  Chris 
Hawkins. 

As  a two-year-old  this  Sil- 
ver Hawk  colt  looked  po- 
tentially top-class  after 
winning  the  Royal  Lodge 
Stakes  when  beating  two  of 
todays  opponents.  Desert 
Story  and  Medaaly,  but 
then  failed  to  Justify 


fovDoritism  in  the  Rating 
Post  Trophy. 

Medaaly  came  out  on  top 
that  day  but  subsequently 
suffered  a knee  iitJury  and 
is  expected  to  need  this  first 
outing  since. 

John  Go^en,  his  trainer, 
was  surptised  how  much 
Benny  Hie  Dip  blew  alter 
his  second  to  Voyagers 
Quest  on  his  reappearance 
at  Sandown  and  later  found 
him  to  be  beiow-par  so  is 
expecting  improvement 
this  afternoon. 

As  the  opposition  is 
stronger  he  will  need  to 


have  progressed.  Desert 
Story,  winner  of  the  Craven 
Stakes,  finished  sixth  In  the 
2.000  Guineas  and  is  ultra- 
consisteDt  while  Crimson 
Tide  was  third  to  Fabrls'in 
the  Listed  Feilden  Stakes. 

Adding  to  the  conundrum 
are  three  relatively  un- 
known quantities  in  Appre- 
hension, Kingfisher  Mill 
and  Yorkshire. 

Kingfisher  Mill  won  very 
cosily  against  maidens,  as 
be  was  fiilly  expected  to  do, 
at  Newmarket  last  month. 
He  had  been  working  in 
great  st>ie  against  older 
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horses  and  Julie  Cecil 
pitches  him  in  here  to  find 
out  how  good  he  Is. 

AppcehmsloD  is  another 
to  have  been  catching  the 
eye  of  the  workwatchers 
and  Ladbrokes,  who  have 
been  running  an  ante-post 
book  on  thifl  race,  have 
been  very  wary  of  hi^ 

Paul  Cole's  Yorkshire,  on 
the  other  band,  has  had  a 
slight  setback  and  may 
need  the  run. 

This  leaves  the  Doncaster 
winner  Mosalsal,  who  does 
not  look  good  enough,  and 
Robert  Songster's  Monza,  a 


pozxllng  disappointment 
when  last  in  fixe  Craven. 

Benny  The  D^  (3-10>  is 
my  seleetioB  bnt  not  with- 
<mt  some  apprehension. 

By  running  both  her  eaisy 
Chester  winners.  Surprise 
Mlssioa  and  Bishr^  Coi^ 
in  the  Grosvenor  Casino 
Leeds  Sprint  (2.35)  Lynda 
Razusden  is  certainly  p4)e- 
zng  punters  a problem  but 
my  preference  is  for  the 
latter. 

The  selection  romped 
home  on  the  Roodee  last 
week  and  is  dim  to  go  up 
15U>  in  future  handicaps. 
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Perth  (N.H.)  tonight 


'Tm  very  proud  to  have 
reached  the  looo.  It's  taken 
me  18  years  and  althou^ 
some  would  say  I've  had  a big 
advantage,  you’ve  still  got  to 
work  hard/’ 

The  Fly  has  been  running 
In  handicaps  but  is  still  In  foe 
Vodafone  Derby,  for  which  he 
is  a 40-1  (foance  with  the  Tote, 
and  foe  Irish  Dert^. 

Luca  Comani  and  his 
Jockey  Royston  F&ench  found 
them^ves  In  trouKle  over 
foe  running  of  Zaralaska, 
who  npigh^  fifth  in  foe 
Yorkshire  Life  Magazine 
Handicap. 

Cumani  was  fined  £700  and 
Ftrench  suspended  for  four 
days,  starting  May  22.  after 
the  stewards  found  them 
guilty  of  “schooling  in  pub- 
Ue.”  7-aryineica  was  banned 
from  running  for  30  days. 

FOrench  stated  that  his  in- 
structions had  been  to  settle 
th.  gelding  In  mid-division 
and  produce  Him  with. a late 
run. 

In  foe  race  he  settled  Zara- 
laska a little  farther  behind 
tii«n  he  realised,  asked  him 
for  an  tibrt  two  furiongs  out. 
but  his  mount  then  tired  in 
the  7a«*  half  furlong. 

Cumani  confirmed  these  in- 
structions and  said  he  was 
satisfied  with  Ffiench's  rid- 
ing but  would  have  preferred 
him  to  be  closer  to  foe  pace 
when  turning  into  the 
straight 

Helissio  has  been  ruled  out 
of  foe  much-awaited  dash 
with  Singspiel  in  foe  Corona- 
tiOD  Cup  at  Epsom's  Derby 
meeting  as  he  is  running  a 
temperature. 

Ben  Hanbury's  Fahris,  gen- 
erally a 16-1  shot  for  foe 
Derby,  is  being  treated  for  a 
sinus  problem  and  has  been 
announced  a doubtfrul  run- 
ner by  his  trainer. 
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Results 


YORK 

*j06  (lia  3f  lasydea  4i  HCUa-42,  K 
Darley  <9-1  tevl-  8.  ttomaotoSai  (S-1);  4b 
Til  I «■■■'»  (9-1).  12  ran  X 8-  (Mra  U 
Revelay)  Tola.  C2.eo;  C1JO,  CIJQ, 

Dual  F-  C3.W.  Trio;  ClB.9a  CSF;  £8.47.  Trt- 
cascePSto. 

2.35(1ia  0 85«dft)(  1.THB  FLY,  M HlllB 
14-1  inMav),  a,  Maaaawl  (4-1  |fiMBV|;  9, 
B**Mvar(8-1|  13ran2.nh.(BHIIIft|'ra»: 
(4.90;  moo.  cim,  czm.  omt  r es-so.  nie. 

£14n>.  CSF:  £17  ettTctCBSC  C114.S4 
S.10  (in  2f  asydu);  1,  RBMIS  OP 
VSRS0  K Fallon  (11-10  tav):  t,Vaftaboad 
eiiaiiMuaa  (14-11:8^  Boa*  (11-1)  10  ran 
11.  M.  IK  Cecil)  Toie-  £2.10:  C1.IC.  a.io. 
0.».  Duel  F £l23a  Trio-  £4880.  CSF: 

mam. 

9.40  (Sf)i  f , BOLUN  JOANNS,  G Paikln 
(10-1),  9,  TiMdilaiaiail  Mda*  l1S-S)i  •. 
WoiM  PramiM'  1^11:  4,  Cynno’a  lad 
l^l).7-4lftvDoubleS^naoia.  ifiranNk, 
IX  n*  Eaetersy)  Tote:  0.0:  £2J!0.  G2A0. 
G2.0.  OuAl  P:  05.70.  Trio:  CITSAL  CSF- 
£8957.TnttttC628J>6. 

4.10(af>  1|  BALAlieN THE  BOOKS,  PU 
Eddary  0-1):  9,  Indtoi  Stvar  (ii-4  |m-lavt: 
8^ Ch5d ProdlBD  (11-4  inHiwi  5ran.lXX 
IR  Hannon)  Tc4c:  £890-  Cl  ,70.  C1.B0,  Dual  F: 
£4  0.  CSF- CIO  60. 

4.40  (In  0 194yda)8  1,  FURTING 
AHOUNB,  K FoIlM  (13-8  tav):  9,  WMdrnr 
CHaaaO-l):0anarlO-l)  Oran  H0.Z 
IM  SIOIIB)  Ton-  C2.0  Cl  10.  £1.70  Dual  F: 
E2m.CSF:  ES.0 
QUADPonesm. 

PLAcep0nei7.0. 

JAeKPQTtB,S97m 


CHEPSTOW 

1,90  (ton  llOyda  IWiX  1,  BLADE  OP 
POnfoNB,  Mr  J Ttzzard  I9-2I:  dl,  Apaohn 
Pnkr7-21av):9.WliliBtoa8(20-i)  i4ron. 
2.  nk.  (V  Greenway)  Tb*  0.0, 0.0.  Cl  .0. 
£4.20.  Dual  F:  CB.40.  Trig  £100.  CSF: 
£17. 17.  igR:  Teennlcai  Wove. 
toSO  (an  CAN  1,  ilAUMOeDCASTI4  A 
Thomlen  1^1);  i,  Theemel  Wnriar  (^1 
tav):a,NerdieVaaev(7-l|.9ran.26.lO  |R 
Alnarl  Toie:  C8  10:  £1 0,  C10.  £1.sa  Dual 
F:  CS.70.  Trio:  £14.70.  CSF.  £13.75.  Trieeat 
£580. 

AAS  fto*  4«  llOyd*  Hdle)i  1,  DIWAU 
DANCH0  A P MaCoy  (S-2  (av):  4 RMitoad 
18-9):  a,  lord  MoHumuab  (5-1).  7 ran.  4. 
nk.  |M  Ptpa)  Tom  £80:  CUQ.  £10.  Dual  P: 
0.7U  CSF:  £ia37. 

aAS  (9m  Ch);  1,  dAimiHOVeiL  Mloa  F 
Gundry  |l-2  lev);  2,  Soma  HaiBaya  IB-IR 
9,  Ceraw  Bey  (4-1).  7 ran.  8.  dloL  (R 
BarVar)  tom  £i0.  ei.io.  £i.to.  Duoi  P; 
£3.70.  CSF;  C4.43. 

9.49  (Bai  llOyd*  Hdlea  1,  HOHBVBBB 
WDO0  R Jdftnsen  (7-2):  ^ ChBM  ewar 
110-11;  9,  9pMi  L*m  (20-1).  100-0  lav 
Red  Tel.  12  ran.  4,  ia  (m  Snappaid)  To«: 
CS40;  C1.70.  00.  00.  Duel  F:  £330. 
Trio: £2530  CSF:E3B.S8.'l>ica&C £581.0 
wm  at  iiovd*  caa  i.  nar 
BRAHCH,  J CiaMv  (11-10  lev);  a.  Tin 
eonrei  Han  (11-2):  S,  Book  Tba  MBi 
(S-2).  6 ran.  13. 4.  (J  Klnoj  Tola:  £2.10;  £10. 
C20  Cuol  F;  C90.  CSr  £7  0 
4,96  (ton  IlOyda);  1,  THE  VBJJUtE 
WAV,  R jBinaen  (4J7  (ev):  9,  topnt  9*m 
(9-1):  9,  Anotootaambo  (30-11.  g ran.  8.  as. 
(D  WenoBOn)  ToH;  C10  £10.  ci.id, 
£20  Dual F:£10.TrtO. £160. CSF: £169. 
QUADPOnG940 
PLACIPOTiC440. 


14  SPORTS  NEWS 


The  Guaidlan  Wednesday  May  14  ifiW 


Soccer 


No  trouble, 
Little  warns 
Collymore 


Peter  White 


,RIAN  UTTLE.  the 
' Aston  Villa  manager, 
tmade  it  plain  he 
'wonld  not  tolerate 
any  of  tiie  awkward  hehav- 
ionr  that  has  dc^ged  Stan  Col- 
lymore's  career  when  he 
signed  the  player  &t)m  Liver- 
pooi  for  £7  million  yesterday. 

Two  hours  of  talks  between 
Conymore  and  Little  at  vnia 
Park  convinced  the  manager 
Mist  the  2&-year-old  striker 
was  worthy  of  becoming  the 
Premiership  club’s  record 
gigning.  The  fbuT-year  con- 
tract is  reputed  to  be  worth 
around  £15,000  a vireek. 

The  vnia  manager  said: 
had  a two-hour  meeting  with 
Stan  and  we  talked  about  a lot 
of  things.  You  can’t  wait  for 
something  to  happen,  you 
have  to  spell  it  out  before- 
hand, and  the  chat  I had  with 
him  was  a very  good  one. 

*T  understand  individuals 
gnri  he  will  understand  my 
methods  the  more  time  we  are 
blether.  We  wlL  get  on,  I am 
sure  of  that.  Bat,  if  words 
have  to  be  said,  I shall  pick 
the  right  time. 

“Mil  management  is  very 
important  There  have  been 
no  lectures  but  he  wCQ  have 
had  the  feedback  because  I 
know  he  is  friendly  with  some 
of  the  players  I already  have 
at  the  dub.’’ 

Collymore,  who  began  his 
plying  career  a few  miles 
from  vnia  Park  with  the  non- 
League  dub  Stafford  Rangers, 
has  always  been  a big  sup- 
porter of  the  dab.  He  said:  *lt 
is  a hig  step  forward  for  me 


and  I have  to  say  that  I would 
love  to  finish  ngy  career  here, 
although  of  course  you  cannot 
look  into  a crystal  baU.” 
Collymore  ran  into  prob- 
lems at  both  his  previous 
dubs,  Kottingham  FOrest  a^ 
Liverpool,  where  he  was 
heavily  fined  for  string  out 
d'  line  and  absenteeism.  But 
he  maintains  those  days  are 
now  firmly  behind  htm.  **I  ^735 
frustrated  that  I was  not  in  the 
side  regularly  at  UverpooV 
he  said.  “They  had  a big  and 
talmted  squ^  so  somecme 
was  bound  to  be  firustrated.” 
Cdlymore’s  refusal  to  leave 
the  Midlands  was  one  source 
of  friction  between  himself 
and  the  Uverpod  manager 


Roy  Evans,  who  said:  “We  fed 
he’s  got  tremendous  talmt 
still  to  come  ouL  Even  so,  this 
is  probably  the  sensible  thing 
to  do  because  he  has  never 
quite  settled  here  — certainly 
away  from  the  pitch.” 

Little  and  his  expensive  ac- 
quisition are  expected  to  fly 
out  to  the  west  coast  of  the 
United  States  within  the  next 
couple  of  days  to  link  up  with 
file  rest  of  the  squad  who  are 
on  a 10-day  tour. 

Evans,  who  said  the  money 
frt>m  Collymore's  sale  would 
go  into  the  transfer  kttty,  oon- 
firmed  he  was  still  intmested 
in  signing  Intemazionale’s 
midfielder  Paul  luce.  “Yes,  we 
have  an  Interest  in  him  but 
until  we  know  exactly  what 
he  is  going  to  do,  th^  is 
nothing  we  can  do  about  iL” 

• West  Ham’s  Slaven  Bilic 
safely  negotiated  a medical  at 
Goodison  Park  and  wDl  com- 
plete his  £4.5  milllnn  tnOOS^ 
to  Everton  this  morning. 


McGhee  fears  for 
job  if  Wolves  fail 


Peter  White 


WOLVES’s  manager 
Mark  McGhee  said 
his  job  could  be  under 
threat  if  the  team  fail  to  over- 
come Crystal  Palace  in 
tonight’s  First  Division  piay- 
ofT  second  at  MoUneux. 

Wolves  lost  the  first  game 
3^1  at  Selhurst  Park  and 
McGhee  is  aware  of  the  conse- 
quences should  his  side  foil  to 
reach  the  final  at  Wembley. 
He  recalled:  “My  predecessor 
Graham  Taylor  missed  out  in 
the  semi-finals  two  years  ago 
when  Wolves  were  beaten  by 
Bolton,  and  by  November  he 
had  gone. 

“It  seemed  he  could  not 
raise  his  team  after  that  dis- 
appointment and,  unless  we 
can  turn  the  matrh  around 
against  Palace,  then  I could 
be  heading  down  the  same 
road.  Although  1 have  two 
years  left  on  my  contract,  de- 
feat would  leave  a b^  ques- 
tion mark  over  my  head. 

"I  want  to  continue  as  man, 
ager  and  I am  sure  1 win  still 


be  here  at  the  beginning  of 
next  season.  But  life  would 
certainly  be  a whole  lot  better 
if  we  reach  the  final. 

“The  last  thing  we  want, 
however.  Is  to  concede  an- 
other goal  early  on.  We  have 
sufiered  an  awful  lot  Inju- 
ries this  season  but  I am  not 
looking  for  excuses.  I know 
that  Graham  Taylor’s  team 
had  similar  injury  problems, 
so  I know  the  dangers." 

In  the  other  semi-final  Ips- 
wich's manager  Geoi^  Biu:- 
ley  is  likely  to  stick  with  the 
England  Under-19  intema- 
ti(»^  Keiron  Dyer  in  attack 
for  the  return  leg  against 
SbeSield  United  at  Portman 
Road. 

The  18-year-old  had  an  ex- 
cellent game  in  the  1-1  draw 
at  Braman  Lane  on  Saturday 
as  a replacement  for  the  in- 
jured Paul  Mason  ar»d,  al- 
though the  top  scorer  is  fit 
again,  he  may  have  to  start  on 
the  bench. 

Sheffield  United  have  added 
the  former  Celtic  and  Bolton 
striker  Andy  Walker  to  the 
squad  from  the  first  game. 


Food  for  thoi^t ...  a young  Sunderland  supporter  seeks  solace  from  the  local  pie  shop  before  the  emotional  farewell  to  Roker  Paiic  last  night 


PHOrOGR‘«*H.  CWL  nUTHPlfCtlD 


Michael  Walker  witnesses  tears  on  the  Wear  as  SundeiiarKl 
say  goodbye  to  their  raucous  North-east  citadel  of  soccer 


dug  up  another 
piece  of  En^lsh  foot- 
ball’s history  last 
night  At  Roker  ParkJ 
Sunderland,  just  as  at 
Bumden  Park,  Bolton,  a fort- 
night ago,  the  sound  of 
squelching  into  lush  green 
turf  was  heard  as  the  white 
centre  spot  of  another.fomous 
old  ground  was  removed  to  be 
taken  to  a pasture  new. 

The  disappearance  of  the 
white-washed  circle  was  a 
final  symbolic  act  of  an  eve- 
ning of  organised  nostalgia  on 
Wears  ide  that  marked  the 
passing  of  yet  another  era.  In 
a few  mou^'  tune  the  creak- 


ing metal  and  cradted  ctm- 
crete  of  Roker  Park  will  have 
gone  and  all  that  will  remain 
win  be  that  centre  spoL  lliis 
will  be  taken  to  Sunderland’s 
new  home,  a £15  million  sta- 
dium  a mile  away  on  the  site 
of  a disused  colliery  at 
Monkwearmouth. 

And  the  memories  will  go 
too  99  years  of  cheers,  jeers 
and  tears  will  not  be  forgo^n 
easily  or  quickly  — and  soon 
Roker  will  be  an  estate  of 
Wimpey  homes. 

. It  has  at  least  been  decided 
that  -one  of  the  new  streets 
would  be  diristened  Charlie 
Hurley  Way  after  Sunder- 


land's “naji'er  of  the  Cen- 
tury” and  appropriately  Hur- 
ley was  one  of  the  diggers  last 
night  The  other  was  Kevin 
captain  of  the  present 
side,  but  fiie  fact  that  the  club 
foiled  to  hold  on  to  their  place 
in  the  Premier^p  on  Sunday 
meant  that  last  ni^t  was  des- 
tined to  be  one  of  mixed  emo- 
tions for  the  fons. 

Pride  and  dteiUosiomneiit 
are  such  essentials  of  Sujader- 
land  th^  could  be  on  the  cldb 
crest  and  every  cme  of  the 
22.000,  a fiill-house,  were 
aware  of  Sunderland’s  defin- 
ing feature  — under-achieve- 
ment ft  is  61  years  since  Sun- 


derland won  the  last  ci  their 
six  championships  and  they 
spent  a record  68  years  in  the 
top  division  before  they  were 
first  relegated.  As  the  fonzine 
seller  outside  the  Fulwdl  End 
said:  “Rdegation  and  leaving 
here,  fiie  atmosphere’s  hardly 
goii^  to  be  joyous.” 
Initially,  however,  the 
mood  was  good  as  past  heroes 
such  as  Hurl^,  Billy  Hughes 
and'the  never  to  be  forgotten 
Juh  Montgomery  were  pa- 
raded around  . the  ground. 
B<H)by  Kerr,  captain  of  the 
team  that  won  the  FA  Cup 
that  glorious  day  in  1973,  was 
given  a huge  roar,  as  were 
more  recent  palyers  such  as 
Dennis  Tueart  and  Gary 
Rowell  — “scorer  of' a hat- 
trick  against  Newcastle.” 
shouted  the  compere. 


The  biggest  noise  (rfan  anti- 
climactic  occasion,  though, 
understandably  came  with 
the  sqipearance  of  Bob  Stokoe, 
trUbled  icon  of  Wembley.  He 
was  taatless  last  night, 
thniigh  and  was  walking  not 
skipping. 

Once  the  game  got  going  -— 
the  usual  counterfeit  football 
to  be  found  in  exhibitions  — 
there  were  at  least  a fow 
laughs  to  be  had  with  the 
crowd  not  throwing  the  ball 
back  as  one  after  another  of 
the  Sunderland  forwards 
fired  wide  at  the  goaL  The 
club  were,  belatedly,  giving 
somethii^  back. 

Liverpool,  without  Steve 
MCManaman  but  Glenn  Hod- 
dte  might  interested  to 
know,  with  Robbie  Fowler  — 
were  the  oppositl<m  just  as 


they  had  been  for  the  op<*ntng 
game  on  a con\'nrtcil  runuer’.« 
field  back  in  1898. 

Sunderland  won  that  night, 
a man  called  Tom  Ik>ig  keep- 
ing n clean  sheet  and  the  first 
genuinely  moving  moment 
came  as  his  grandson  Bi'kr 
carrietl  a framed  picture  of 
hte  grandfather  to  the  fons. 
’The  next  enme  with  n mes- 
sage from  Len  Sharkleton. 
not  just  one  of  Sunderland’s 
greats,  but  of  football's. 

Now  75.  the  man  once 
branded  ’’too  clever  by  half’ 
by  the  then  EnglaiMl  manager 
said  of  the  weekend's  relega- 
tion; “In  football  you  have  to 
take  the  disappointmeiils  as 
they  como.  But  I had  the  best 
years  of  my  cnreer  at  Sunder- 
land and  there  will  never  be 
another  plnce  like  Roker.” 


Juventus  may  part  with  Del  Piero  and  Vieri 


JUVENTUS  are  prepared  to 
part  with  two  of  Europe’s 
most  talented  young  players, 
Alessandro  Del  Piero  and 
Christian  Vieri.  But  each 
would  cost  at  least  £11 
million. 

Umberto  Agnelli,  whose 
fomily  own  the  Turin  club, 
said  yesterday  that  both  may 
be  allowed  to  move  on  this 
summer  if  interest  by  English 
and  Spanish  clubs  is  con- 
verted into  sedid  ofiers. 

T wish  both  Del  Piero  and 
Vieri  can  stay  with  Juve  next 


season.”  said  AgnelU.  “How- 
ever, if  bids  between  30  to  36 
billion  lire  have  been  actually 
made  for  the  two  players,  it’s 
r^t  for  the  club  to  take  than 
in  due  consideration.” 

Juventus  may  sinqily  be 
trying  to  raise  the  pzice  for 
Vieri  after  rejecting  a £10  mil- 
lion offer  from  Atletico  Ma- 
drid for  the  23-year-old  striker 
who  has  become  a r^nlar 
starter  with  Juventus  this 
season  and  has  just  broken 
into  the  Italy  team. 

Newcastle  have  been  linked 


wifii  Del  Piero,  22.  But  it  is 
nndearstood  that  it  would  take 
at  least  £13J5  nimion  to  prise 
away  such  a talent 
Newcastle  ace  set  to  sign 
Blackburn’s  R^ul^  of  Ire- 
land keeper  Shay  Given  later 
fills  week.  Given  is  out  of  con- 
tract and  his  foimer  managgr 
Kenny  Dalglish  Is  likely  to 
pay  about  £13  when  a 

tribunal  settles  the  foe.  New- 
castle’s Czech  keeper  Pavd 
Smicek  is  leaving,  probably 
for  the  Gennan  dub  Kaisers- 
lautern, in  summer. 


Paris  go  for  history  against  Robson’s  treble  seekers 


A BOMB  scare,  a dralnii^ 
battle  with  Real^  Madrid 
and  the  loss  of  “The  Beast”  — ■ 
the  tough-tackling  Miguel 
Angel  Nadal  — will  not 
weaken  the  resolve  of  Bobby 
Robson's  Barcelona  in  the 
Eoropean  Cup  Winners’  Cup 
final  in  Rotterdam  tonight 
Barcelona,  aiming  for  an 
unprecedented  third  trim^h 
in  this  comp^tloD,  are  with- 
out.Nadal  against  Fans  5t- 
Germain,  foe  holders,  after 
the . defender  was  sent  off 
in  their  semi-final  return 


with  Fiorentina  In  Italy. 

Robson  is  expected  to 
replace  him  with  Laurent 
Blame  after  foe  Frendiman 
missed  Saturday  night’s  l-o 
league  win  over  Real  Madrid 
through  iAjury. 

Barcelona’s  preparations 
were  adso  hit  on  Monday 
when  their  nigh*  to  Rotter- 
dam was  delayed  for  four 
hours  because  of  a bmnb 
scare. 

The  match  could  be  attrac- 
tively open,  with  Barcelona’s 
Ronddo,  World  Footbadler  of 


foe  Year,  facing  two  fellow 
Brazilians,  Leonardo  and  Rai, 
as  well  as  the  explosive 
striker  Patrice  Loko. 

Paris,  conquerors  of  Liver- 
pool in  the  semi-finals,  are  ex- 
pected to  field  their  s.rongest 
side  as  the>'  attempt  to  be- 
come the  first  club  in  tlie 
tournament’s  36-^*ear  histoiy 
to  retain  the  trophy. 

BHvaloM  iprgoable).  SdJii.  Seiai.  Biaik:, 
Abaiardo,  Fenv.  Giurtflola.  Luo  EnrlqM 
Oo  la  Pona.  SlDiartov.  Fi.jo.  Ranaido 
Pari*  SI  QamihKii  (probabif)'  Lama: 
Foumiar,  N Gottv.  Lc  Guen.  Algarino, 
Laioy.  Caual  Guerin,  Leonardo.  Rai. 
Loko. 


Rugby  League 


Wigan  get  Kolol  but  not  yet  Rowley 


Paul  Fitzpatrick 


WIGAN  Warriors  have 
finally  s^ned  the  24- 
year-did  Tongan  cen- 
tre Paul  Itoloi  after  a dday  of 
more  than  two  menthg  because 
of  work  permit  probtems. 

Itoloi,  who  arrived  at  Cen- 
tral Park  yesterday  on  a two- 
yw  contract  first  eamg  to 
Wigan's  notice  during  the 
World  Nines  toumament  in 
Australia  earlier  this  year. 

He  has  invited  comparisons 
with  Va’aiga  Tuigamala  but 
Wigan’s  coach  Eric  Hugho-g 
pointed  out  foat  it  was  a size- 
able leap  frtun  playing  with 
Canterbury  Cardinals  In  New 


Zealand’s  Red  Stripe  competi- 
tion to  Super  League. 

A union  player  originally, 
Kbloi  switched  to  league  more 
than  three  years  ago.  It  was 
bis  form  in  New  Zealand  that 
earned  his  selection  for  foe 
Tongan  World  Nines  squad. 

Although  Eoloi  has  not 
played  since  then,  he  could  be 
given  a run  out  with  Wigan’s 
reserves  against  waiifax  at 
Central  Park  tonight. 

Koloi  represents  another 
piece  in  Wigan’s  rebuildii^ 
process,  which  could  con- 
tinue with  the  arrival  of  Paul 
Rowley,  foe  HaliHax  hooker, 
alfoou^  n^tiati<ms  have 
reached  stalemate  with  the 
Blue  Sox  refusing  to  budge 


R CABlXAWIRBfSS 


FRANCE  ANP  GERMANY  FOR 
HARPIY  A^SAUSAGE 


13p  per  MINUTE  on  22nd  JUNE 

fall  France  and  Germany  on  the  22nd  June,  talk  for  5 minutes  or 
more  all  it  wiH  cost  is  13p  per  minute.  And  remember,  we're 

still  at  least  20K  cheaper  for  intemarional  calls  weekday  evenii^  and 
all  weekend.  At  lasc,somediing  Europe  agrees  on.  For  details 

FreoCdll  0500  500  366  and  quote  ref  rsgdnst. 

Mercury  SmartCall 
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over  their  £300.000'  valuation 
of  foe  player. 

Martin  Offiah  will  return  to 
the  London  Broncos  side  for 
the  Super  League  match 
flgaiwgt  St  Helens  at  Knowsley 
Road  on  Friday.  The  winger 
missed  the  final  game  of  Bed- 
ford’s rugby  onion  season  last 
weekend  because  of  a hip 
injury. 

Alex  Murphy,  58,  has 
stepp^  down  as  director  c£ 
football  at  Warrington 
Wolves  but  will  remain  at  foe 
club  in  a new  promotional 
and  commercial  role. 

• St  Hdens  hooker  Keiron 
Cunningham  may  be  cen- 
sured by  the  Challenge  Cup 
winners  for  rifliming  thpt  two 
team-mates  have  been  badly 
treated  by  the  club.  Steve 
Prescott,  who  is  on  the  trans- 


Results 


Soccer 

IMM  U-18  CHAMPIOHSHiri 
dlwi  row ^ jiBanJ  law  Fortiigal  3. 
England  0. 

Tennis 


LT* 

iCardlH):  giBond  taim*  M Lm  (OB)  M A 
StmnMni  (Swilz}  ^1.  S-3:  R 0Mb  wl  (Fr( 
be  V Sfiynun  iSA)  7-6.  7-4:  D 
(GB)  K P Langvonn  (Don)  6-^  6-3.  A 
iniiinliMii  (Aue)  bl  J Defgado  (GB)  7-s. 
6-4. 

ATP  ITAUAH  OPBN  (Romel:  Rral 
raundi  S Biiigafd  (Sp)  tt  S SMI*  (Aug) 
6-1.  e-«.  A CDsa  (Sp)  bt  Ai*k  Raduioseu 
(G*i1  7-4.  e-e  A Owaartigul  iSp)  bt  0 
Vacefc  |Cz)  6-a.  e-*;  H Oamy  lArg)  bt  M 
CDgns  (US)  6-3. e-a  T Inlii  nui  iSiie) 
bt  O SongulMRi  (M  6-3, 6-&  P Hwf 
hub  pMh)  M T WDDdbrIage  (Aw)  7-6. 

6- 1:  8 Bgelcw  (Gw)  bt  A Goiidenzl  (N) 

7- 4.  64  T.  Ilinm**  (GBI  bt  R Carraiero 
(Sp)  4-6.  7-4. 2-0  rec  Y IMdnkov  (Rw) 


bt  J SanehK  (Sp)  7-6, 7-S;  • Dnpw  (Ausi 
bt  A Madvgpgv  (Uhii  7-5.  6-3;  J Cgurier 
(US)  bl  P Sampras  (US)  7-6. 6-«. 

WTA  cnaaw  OPBH  (Berltn):  Hnc 
IPr)  bt  E Wognar  ((Mr) 
e-2.  e-3. 8 aJiiiitL  wuOwwm  (Neih)  u 9 
Schnyder  (Swllt)  6-1.  6-4:  B HarGnovB 
(CZ)  M VLikhovtsem  (Riw|  6-l,  B-4,  8 
Tatud  (Fr)  M Ai  Suglyanu  iJo^j  6-s. 
^1;  8 HUbiw  (Get)  bl  E Cellens  {Bet)  G-1, 
6-0:  A Knndhm  (Rw|  bt  S Pllschk* 


fer  list  at  £200,000,  and 
Tommy  Martyn  are  seeking 
to  ren^otiate  their  contracts. 

Writing  in  the  Ri^by  Lea- 
guer newspaper.  Cunning- 
TiflHi  sas^s:  “Players  like  Steve 
and  Tommy  have  given  foeir 
all  for  foe  club  and  yet  they 
are  continually  starung  along 
by  foe  board. 

“When  players  play  well 
and  start  to  win  cups,  then 
revenue  comes  into  the  d.ub. 
Where  has  that  revenue  gone? 
It  is  creating  a bad  atmo- 
sphere in  foe  squad  at  a time 
when  our  miniis  need  to  be 
focused  on  foe  les^e.  It 
needs  to  be  sorted  out.” 

In  response  St  Helens’  chief 
executive  David  Howes  said: 
“We’D  be  seeing  Keiron  this 
week  about  the  article.  We'll 
be  educating  him.” 


lAiitl  6-e.  6-2;  T 8muM  pndD)  M Wang 
Stil  Ting  (Tal)  6-4.  6-3:  A Gattf  |C»  bl  8 
Paillus  (Aid)  7-6.  6-7.  S-t;  S Klsbisw 
(Cz)  bt  J KandBtr  llisr)  6-4,  6-ft  K StiH 
JiiiiUtii  (Slonk)  bt  J Kniflv  (6a)  b-i, 
6-4.  MiaoHd  raontfi  S Cn8  (Ger)  tt  C 
Rubin  (US)  e-3.  S-6.  6-i:  R Pngouik 
(Rom)  bl  A Fuul  (Ft)  6-4,  6^  I SpMaa 
(Rem)  bt  T Panova  (Rw)  7-3, 6-Z  A San- 
GbaK  VIebrtB  (Sp)  M B SCAM  (AM)  6-2. 
4-4,  7-6. 

Baseball 

AMUiiif  UAGUe  MilwmikM  9.  Saal- 
fla  B;  MinnpBOia  1Z  Toronta  2;  Texas  4, 
Cleveland  2 Analialm  16,  Chl  While  Sox  6: 
Oakland  1,  BalUmare  5. 

NATX7NAL ISAQUB  noridB  11.  Koutton 
4;  Phlladeipnia  2.  CoioradP  % PItlsburgti  2, 
Atlanta  10. 


Baskatball 


HUl 

New  Yorb 

a.  Miami  76  (Naw  York  lead  serlea  S-l). 
Waatww  Ccndwopaai  Utah  06.  LA  Lahera 


93  (cx)  (Utah  won  series  4-1). 

Chess 

BUROPEAH  TEAM  CHAttPHMSHIPS 
(Pula,  Cro):  Rooad  s—aiB  England  3 
(Shore  1,  Adama  1.  SpealmanJL  Sadler  X), 
Mingan  l;  Croana  2S,  LaM*  iX;  RuHii  S. 
laraal  3:  Baiarus  1X  Annanla  St  Uthuania 
1 (Sortnany  3. 1 iiiiim  England  19;  Cro 
alia.  Rusalo.  Annanla.  Garmany  17. 
Womew  Eiigl^  0 (Lalle  0.  Hunt  q Roma- 
nia Z Ruuia  1,  (Georgia  1;  GorinaAy  % 
(areece  IX.  lawtfamGMrgU  11;  Romania 
M.  England.  Rietta,  Greece  9. 


Tennis 


Graf  triumphs  after  1 00-day  break 


David  irvfaie 


STEFFI  GRAF,  back 
after  a lOO-day  ab- 
sence through  a knee 
injury,  won  a testing 
second-round  match  with 
rbawria  Rnbin  6-3,  3-6,  6-1 
at  the  German  Open  in  Ber^ 
lin  yesterday. 

It  was  Gr^s  46fo  consec- 
utive singles  win  in  the 
tournament  She  has  taken 
foe  tide  times  between 
1986  and  1996  — injury 
forced  her  to  miss  the  event 
in  1990  and  1995  — and  has 
not  lost  at  Rot-Weiss  Club 
since  the  1985  final  to  Chris 
Evert 

Rubin,  who  was  ranked 
sixth  in  the  wotid  until  in- 
jury struck  her  down  12 


lee  Hockey 

WORLP  GHAMPIORSHIP  (HfliBinkI): 
Pool  A:  nMl  (b*s»«Hnr*a)  Sweden  i. 
Cen«da  3 (Mral  bed  a 1-1.  TWrd  gHim  on 
WMiwsday). 


Fixtures 


(746  mien  gtattd) 

Soccer 

EUROPEAN  CUP  WINNEBS*  CUP 
PINAL:  BAicelans  v Parte  SI  Germain 
(7.30). 

HATIONIIinDB  LNAOUE  PLAV-OPPSi 
ffiwii  feiMe,  eeewid  leg  Hret  Dlihlew 
iPBwieh  V SheE  Ubb  woiverhernpleR  v 
Crystal  PbIbbb.  Vseeed  DMefam  Brent- 
ford V BrIsM  Qt)R  Luton  v Crewe.  TbM 
PIvlalDBiNortndfnpBw  V Carmw;  Svanao* 
vChni£r(7a^ 

Rugby  League 

AtmMCB  CHAHPMMSHIPl  Leeds  V 

Okmarn  i7S0):  Wigan  v Halifax  (7S0) 

e Alborw  Tomba  ts  lo  begin  an  altema- 
live  career  as  a Klemsien  ador  in  Hdy.  'l 
am  o»w)Byed  and  eurioiA  ie  gian  a new 
advaimirs."  aald  the  SO-year^id  wertd 
and  Oiymoic  sMIng  cnamolon.  Tomba  will 
ba^  ahooting  uie  aeries  In  April  aM  wHi 
ractt*  hiB  lines  In  EngUah  so  the  ssflas 
can  be  maiicetad  in  me  United  Swes- 


months  ago,  contributed  to 
her  own  downfoll  with  ll 
doable  faults,  many  at  cru- 
cial moments. 

When  she  was  a^resslve 
she  had  Graf  in  trouble  bat 
all  too  often  the  21-year- 
old  American  was  for  too 
tentative  and  made  count- 
less unforced  ground- 
stroke  errors. 

Graf;  who  defonlted  to 
Martina  Hingis  In  the 
Tokyo  final  on  Febmaxy  2, 
moved  with  Increasing  con- 
fidence and  in  the  final  set 
her  fbjrehahd,  a hit-and- 
miss  stroke  until  then, 
began  to  work  to  good  ef- 
fect The  victory  was  GraTs 
sixth  in  snccession  over  Ru- 
bin. Her  third-round  oppo- 
nent will  be  Roxanda  Dra- 
gomir  of  Romania. 


Sport  in  brief 


Boxing 

Lennox  Lewis's  defence  of  his 
WBC  heavyweight  title 
against  Henry  Akinwande 
wflf  'go  ahead  in  Nexada  on 
July  12.  The  fight  between  foe 
two  Britons  Is  to  take  place  in 
a 3,500-seat  indoor  arena  in 
Lake  Tahoe  and  will  start  at 
4im  local  time  to  allow  a 
midnight  screening  In  Britain 
by  Sky  ’Television. 

Chess 

England  increased  their  lead 
In  round  seven  of  Euro- 
pean Cbamplonahip  in  Cro- 
atia ^hen  Nigd  Short  and 
Michael  Adams  scored  in  a 
3-1  victory  over  Hungary, 
laites  Leonard  Barden.  Eng- 
land are  now  two  points  clev 
with  only  two  rounds  left  but 
still  have  to  meet  the  No.  2 
seeds  Russia. 


Graf  said:  “I  felt  very  un- 
certain out  there  at  first 
and  gave  away  a lot  of  easy 
points.  I wasn’t  in  the 
shape  that  I would  like  to 
be.  I am  not  very  happy 
with  my  pexfonnance  hat 
just  happy  that  I made  tt 
through  my  first  match.” 

The  newly  crowned  Ital- 
ian Open  champion  Mary 
Pierce  of  France,  seeded 
12th,  maintained  her  form. 
She  brushed  aside  Ger- 
many’s Elena  Wagner  6-2, 
6-3  to  set  up  a second-round 
meeting  against  the  SLova- 
kian  Karina  Habsndova 
the  ninth  seed. 

But  Spain’s  world  No.  6 
Arantxa  Sanchez  Vlearlo 
had  to  struggle  to  overcome 
Austria’s  Barbara  Sehett 
6-2, 4-6.  7-5. 


Basketball 

Tte  Ixmdou  Towers,  who  Qxx- 
ished  second  in  foe  league 
and  won  the  Biidwelser 
Championship  at  Wembley 
may  again  be  the  only 
English  entry  into  European 
competition  next  season. 

TTie  cost  is  prohibitive,”  Ed 
Simons,  coowneir  of  foe  Leop- 
ards, the  league  champions 
saw  .yesterday.  ’Td  rather 
take  the  money  and  invest  in 
foe  franchise." 

Athletics 

Ireland’s  Sonia  O’Sullivan 
^ begin  her  build-up  to  the 
world  championships  In 
August  with  a race  over  1500 
metres  in  Oregon  in  the 
United  States  on  May  26  The 
world  5,000m  champion,  who 
^ drop  down  to  the  shorter 
distance  in  Athens,  said  yes- 
terday that  she  would  run 
only  five  races  before  the 
championships. 


Shirli-Ann  Siddall  is  one 
step  away  from  joining  her 
foDow  Britons  Sam  Smith 
and  Julie  Pollin  in  the  first 
round  proper  of  the  Welsh 
International  Open  in 
Cardiff. 

The  Bournemouth-based 
Siddall.  ranked  229tii  in  the 
world,  followed  np  her  vic- 
tory over  the  I41st-ranked 
American  Debbie  Graham 
with  a more  Impressive  win 
against  Canada’s  sixth 
quali^dng  seed  Sonya  Jeya- 
seolan.  ranked  116. 

The  23-yoar-old*s  6-2,  7-6 
win  means  she  will  meet 
Emmanuelle  Gagllardi 
today-  for  a first-round 
place.  The  Swiss  player, 
ranked  105  in  the  world, 
has  yet  to  drop  a set  in  her 
two  \ietories. 


Cricket 

Nev.'S  and  Scc'-es, 

0891  22  88  -1- 


Counties  update 
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' Rugby  Union 


Robert  Annstrong  on  how  player  power  led  to  the  former  England  coach  becoming  the  latest  casualty  of  the  professional  game 

Best  toppled  in  Harlequins  coup 


PI^YER  power  has 
wst  Dick  Best  his 
job  ns  director  of 
niRby  at  HarJenuins 
Sind  ralsod  questions 
ODout  WiU  Carling’s  ftiture 
Tcde  at  the  club. 

Best,  who  was  on  a lO-year 
rolling  contract,  had  been 
with  Harlequins  for  23  years 
' as  caprain.  coach  and  fliU-ume 
supremo.  He  had  said  last 
week  that  a pay-off  could 
bring  him  a small  Ibrtune 
Yesterday  he  said  the  terms  of 
him  stopping  aside  involw  not 
commenting  on  Harlequins' 
decision. 

But  he  added:  **I  have  been 
told  not  to  be  too  harsh,  which 
is  Ihir  enou^  But  I don't 


think  I have  been  hard 
enough.  Some  players  still  do 
not  r^ise  what  professional- 
ism is  all  about.” 

The  club  chaiiman  Roger 
LAoker  said:  Dick  hag  b^n  a 
marvellous  servant  of  the  Har- 
lequins Football  Club  and  it  is 
a sad  day  tor  all  of  us.” 

Quins  appear  to  have  left 
the  door  sUgbtiy  ajar  for  Best 
to_  Continue  his  involvement 
with  the  club  In  a reduced 
capacity.  ‘‘DiA  will  remain  as 
a consultant  to  the  club  on 
playing  matters,”  a statement 
said. 

Carling,  who  has  been  with 
Haiiequins  for  10  years,  be- 
came the  focal  point  for  grow- 
ing idayer  unrest  after  the 


dub  failed  to  win  a trophy  in 
its  Qrst  season  of  prdbssional 
rugby.  Hariequins  did  secure 
a place  in  Europe  by  finishing 
third  in  the  league  but  a hos- 
tile rift  between  Best  and  his 
players,  most  of  whom  were 
recruited  by  him.  highUghtod 
differences  on  how  the  team 
should  be  prepared  and 
organised. 

Ihe  flash  point  came  wh» 
Best  insisted  Quins  would  fall 
into  line  with  Bath  and  Leices- 
ter by  starting  morning  train- 
ing sessions  which  had  al- 
rsa^  become  standard  at  the 
majority  of  Lea^e  One  dubs. 
The  weU-rewarded  H3urlequins 
players,  most  of  whom  earn 
extra  money  foom  their  day- 


time activities,  refused  to 
budge  from  evening  training 
— a hangover  from  the  ama- 
teur era  — and  instaari  ganged 
up  on  Best  and  said  he  must 
go. 

The  disinclination  of  Harle- 
quins directors  to  back  Be^  in 
his  confrontation  with  the 
players  could  make  it  difficult 
for  .the  dub  to  recruit  a new 
director  of  rugby  of  suitable 
calibre.  As  a dub  spokesman 
put  it;  “Who  would  want  the 
job  of  tnanagtng  players  who 
refuse  to  act  like  the  profes- 
sionals they're  supposed  to 
be? 

“Turning  the  dub  into  a 
professional  set-up  in  one  sea- 
son has  been  frai^t  with  dif- 


fiCUlti^  yet  Dick  managoH  to 
get  us  into  Europe  despite  the 
problems.  The  truth  is  the 
players  are  now  behaving  Uka 
old  farts.  They  are  reftising 
to  make  the  necessary 
changes  in  their  own  training 
routine.” 

Best  becomes  the  Qfth  direc- 
tor of  rugby  in  League  One  to 
step  down  this  season, 
following  in  the  wake  of  CSive 
Woodward  at  London  Irish, 
Bath’s  John  Hall,  Peter  Wil- 
liams at  Orrell  and  Mark  Ring 
at  West  Hartlepool.  Saracens 
also  took  responsibility  for 
pfiarWng  away  from  Mark 
Evans,  their  director  of  rugby, 
and  gave  it  last  month  to  Fran- 
cois Pienaar. 


A number  of  Harlequins 
players  blamed  Best  for  their 
own  foilure  to  capitalise  on  an 
excellent  start  to  the  season  — 

they  won  their  first  10  games 
— by  going  on  to  win  the 
league. 

“The  players  are  not  seek- 
ing power  but  we  bdieve  a 
breath  of  fresh  air  Is  needed.” 
said  one  senior  player.  “It  was 
dearto  us  that,  if  Dick  stayed, 
the  team  would  fan  apart.  We 
believe  the  team  should've 
won  the  league  this  season 
but  Dick’s  dictatorial  style 
stifled  the  development  of 
individuals.'' 

It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  Carling,  who  is 
understood  to  have  opposed 


Cricket 

B&HCiip 

D^ysvWarks 

Small’s 
big  hit 
rocks 
Devon 


MIm  Sehiwy  at  Der^ 


Those  with  memories 
long  enough  to  go  back 
to  Csqre  Town  the  winter 
before  last  will  recall  that 
when  it  comes  to  lipping  out 
the  lower  order,  a captain 
might  reasonably  turn  to  Mrs 
Merton  before  Devon  Malcolm. 

But,  when  the  Derbyshire 
captain  Dean  Jones  asked 
Malcolm  to  bowl  the  final 
over  of  the  Benson  and 
Hedges  Cup  qualifying 
rounds,  with  Warwickshire 
requiring  3 dozen  runs  from 
Alim  Donald  and  Gladstone 
Small,  he  miglrt  have  dime  so 
with  reasonable  optimism. 

InstcMd  the  pair  scrambled 
six  runs  from  the  first  four 
halls,  before  Small  unwound 
and  hit  the  penultimate  ball 
n\-or  Jones  at  long-ofT. 

It  was  a few  seconds  before 
.tones  indicated  th.it  the  ball 
tiad  actually  gone  for  six  r*I 
knew  when  they  threw  it 
iKK’k  from  the  seats,"  he  con- 
fessed Liter)  and  a few  more 
still  before  Small  wrapped  his 
arms  round  Donald  and 
danced  .1  Jip  of  delight.  If  Ray- 
innnd  Illingworth  was  Derby- 
shire  team  nuinaper.  he 
would  h.ive  shot  himself  — 
or.  more  likoly.  Malcolm. 

It  was  u dramatic  nnalo  to  a 
,'^-ime  th,il  neither  side  ap- 
peared to  w.mt  to  win.  Derby- 
shirv,  pul  in  on  a pitch  that 
hiid  little  chaniT  of  any  pace 
.‘iller  the  persistent  rain  i^the 
last  week,  .saw  Kim  Barnett 
(38)  ami  Chi'is  Adorns  i&l  from 
an  balls)  .ndd  114  fur  the  first 
wjpket  .It  five  runs  per  over 
bi'forc  losing  their  way 
ag;iinsi  sonic  c.inny  bowling 
from  Small  and  finishing  on 
21fi  for  eight.  It  ought  not  to 
haiv  been  rfmotei.v  enough. 

Warwickshire,  (hough.  1 
nutile  such  heavy  w«uher  of  , 
things  th.1t,  despite  Nick 
Knufoi'::  iciliiMK  Ik)  from  135  | 
balls  and  a mure  robust  S8  , 
frxitn  Doiigte  Brown,  they  too  , 
Sir.iye.l  from  the  beaten  : 
•r.wk.  First  Vince  Clarke  ami  1 
(lieiin  Roberts  throttled  the  , 
imddli-  of  the  innings  with  a 
blend  of  slow-medium  pace  1 
and  ipR  arm  .spin.  Then,  when  | 
A push  w:ls  rh’eiied,  the)'  .sub- 
sided from  191  for  five  with 
four  n\'ers  rcm.iining  to  193 
for  nine  by  the  time  the  -Wtli 
iLtti  been  bowlisi. 

TTie  c:uuse  of  (his  declute 
wjs  .-indrew  Hams,  who  m 
quick  Msccussion  had  Trevor 
Pl‘!ine\  and  Graeme  Welch 
caught  by  fine  running  i 
ratchc>.  >i>rked  .\shley  Giles  1 
.-md  thru  loUowed  up  to  rw 
out  Keith  PipiT.  or  rather  Pip- 
er's runner.  At  tluU  point  the 
game,  and  a quaner-final 
.11  Warw  ickshuT's  ex- 
pfHlSt?.  seemwl  m Uu»  b:ig. 

Afterwards  .liun*:.  said  he 
had  no  qutdms  about  tossing 
tte  Kill  to  Malmlm  in  such 
circimtstiuires.  ''He’s  one  « 
the  to  st  bowlers  in  the  chib, 
he  said-  *'I  think  bo'U  play  for 
Enr.l-ind  this  st>.i.son.  I'd  K-ick 
him  nine  tlnMn  out  of  10.  He 
h.is  iiiV  mil  support.” 

Sin.iJl  k«i‘W  tbe  odds  were 
:aj{  :n  his  f.ivoiir.  "He  bowled 
mi*  .1  really  good  yorkor  first 
:md  1 did  wuU  to  dig  it  nut 
lor  a .single.  It  could  easily 
have  got  im«  mif.  But  the  last 
tull  was  In  the  slut.  I swung 
Oivt  eonneclijd  but  I thought  it 
KhI  gone  Uni  high  and  rad  far 
enough.  I'd  no  idea  I’d  hit  11 
'01.11  well  until  Dean 

Th.li  shot  alune  might  h.iw 
won  him  tfti*  OoM  Award  hut. 
when  to  tlio  wlckvto  « 
Ai'Luns.  Jonw  :md  t:nl  Khmi 
m liKures  of  three  for  'H-  u 
was  no  contest.  ^ ^ 

• In'I.md  and  SewUano,  who 
h.ui  ihcir  trunws  with  Esaw 
.mil  NoUinr.lwmshirr 
dnneri  ihio  K'  rain.  Mh  CilhHt 
to  qualify  for  tho  next  round. 


Network  south-east . . . theAostralians,  who  play  the  first  game  of  their  England  tour  tomorrow,  a one-day  game  against  the  Duke  of  Norfolk’s  XI  at 
Arundel,  e^t  down  to  training  at  Lord's  yesterday,  their  first  session  since  arrival  on  Monday  phcttooraph:  frank  baron 


Middlesex  v Somerset 


Gatling  left  with  nothing  on  the  table 


David  H^sps  at  Lord's 


SR  it  was  the 

Tsiglit  of  the  Austra- 
_ lion  tourists  engaged 
. a scriou.x  first  practice  of 
c Ashes  tour,  or  the  build- 
i»  work  contmuing  at  the 
jrserv  End.  there  were 
•my  of  rival  anraetions  on 
ow'  Ijore  yesierd.iy  and,  for 
It.  Middicsex  .should  per- 
ps  be  uratcflil. 
rhe>-  had  not  lost  all  their 
& H group  games  since  19T4, 
l‘  sea.son  before  .i  fresh- 
rod  youngster  called  Mike 
tmng  b^an  to  make  a 


Scoreboard 


name  for  himself  and  the 
county  embarked  on  their 
most  successful  period. 

Gattlng  must  wonder 
whether  Middlesex  are  un- 
avoidably entering  another 
lean  period,  one  charge 
which,  as  he  contemplates  an 
eventual  retirement,  no  one  is 
likely  to  level  against  him. 

It  will  at  least  bring  over- 
due opportunities  to  Middle- 
sex's younger  players  and 
Scott  Moffbt  whose  career 
began  last  season  with  a first- 
baller  at  Oxford,  looked 
capable  of  taking  advantage 
with  a spirited  60  from  43 
hailc  which  at  least  limited 


Somerset’s  winning  mai^in 
to  27  runs. 

Middlesex  made  a dispirit- 
ing start  to  the  second  day. 
conceding  115  runs  in  Somer- 
set’s residual  12  overs.  Rich- 
ard Harden,  again  batting 
with  a runner  because  oTback 
spasms,  struck  66  from  47 
balls,  dispatching  Paul  Wee- 
kes's  off-breaks  for  successive 
sixes  over  deep  midwicket. 
He  made  a championship  cen- 
tury against  Surrey  in  similar 
circumstances  last  month  and 
clearly  enjoys  scoring  heavily 
when  someone  else  has  to  do 
the  running. 

Peter  Bowler’s  79,  ended  by 
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onavsHifia  » WAmncKSHm* 
Partyi  Warwicksiuro  won  by  ons  wKkel 
D6BBVSHIM 

KJBarnmcPIperDSIIK 0* 

C J Adams  IbwD  Small - — - 61 

-OMJonssb  Small - — 3 

G A Knan  c Piper  b Smoll  *6 

VPCIOrkorunoul  - 1 

tK  MKiikkeniioiaui  ....  SO 
PA J OoFreiun B Penney 0 Smiin  . ...  13 

G M RoberR  b Donsld  1* 

D E Malcolm  b Donald  e 

A j Hams  noi  ou!  . — w 

EkVasibl.IDl3.w8.nDBI 30 

Tenal  Itar  8.  SO  ortfSJ "*16 

PM  114. 114  130. 141.  ISO.  174.  201.  ?01 
DM  net  ban  K J Doan 

Oetvllnoi  Donald  ID-0-33-S:  Biown 
iO-1-ae-O  weicn  S-O-Si-O'.  Oiiee 
i{M)-3r-1.  Small  11^1^1-3;  Smut) 
s-o-;o-i. 
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N M K Smiih  b MoJeelm  

DR  Brown  ibwhCiarlio  

DLHompbCiaiu  - 

DPOsHo'  bCiorko 

r L Penney  6 DeFrdlUS  B Hvris 
C Wcictie  Janos  b Hams  ..  . 

A F GUOS  b Harris 

IK  J piper  tun  out . ..  . 

A A Donoid  not  ow 

Q C Small  not  out 

Ekiras  (IB17.  w?) 


total  i49.Soveral - *it 
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bS4-3fr-i:  Hama  10-IM1^  Doan 
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Second  XI  Championship 
TkwMt  aihlga.  NotbngftMsW/b  3>:-R  tU 
atraal  7C0.  R G HigntR  56.  A A Macaifs 
U.  AllPeO  7-73} 

HosoB  6wase*  263  fC  J Bas  6«no:  Hol- 
iwalw  4.461  Surrey  54-1. 

Bain  Hogs  Trophy 
l■Blllalnllll  KaM  234-9  (D  P Fiutm  9S1. 
Essex  £29-9  tJ  C Powelf  52*..  Kern  wen  by 
li%e  runa. 

Red  Stripe  Cup 
lOimilnwn,  St  Viaaaab  Leeward  Islands 
390  and  107-4  (R  jaeebs  66noi  Windxtard 
teiands  i50  and  33i  iK  Manm  65.  8 Wan 
6Aj  Lecwoid  Isiands  ilBpisl  baM  Wind- 
ward  Isianos  lOi  By  sn  wiBhets. 

Pen  at  Spain,  TrMda*  Baraadoa  S64 
and  868  (W  Reid  64ia:.  Tnnidad  6 Tobago 
md  »?-l  (S  Ragaarratn  73f.  Barbaeas 
•‘Botsi  drew  wab  Tnrudae  6 Tobago  |4). 
iniiQslnn-  Jamolea  226  and  261  |D  Mor. 

5*0  Gi/yana  27t  and  118-1  {S  Chan- 
dcipau)  SOnei  Guyana  iBpsi  drew  witn 

Jamaica  I4|. 

Standtaga  ioltet  «glH  tojnos)'  1,  Barba- 
d3S  SSbis.  <.  Jsmaea  7f.  3.  Trin  a TcBaso 
65  4.  Laowari&  is  60;  6.  Guyana  32:  6. 
Winiward  Is  19. 

Starting  today 

BRn-AMHie  ASSURAHea  CHAMPION. 

BMP  (ftur  days;  roday  11  0}-  etabm- 
fordi  Essar  v OuHmni  Sniifliaiiiplon- 
HaffipSinro  v LeCKtersBira  roniaiLHii 
Kent  V GlBRierBBn.  Old  TraRunb  Lanca- 
snite  V KRDngnatnsnire.  LumPr  Middle 
sex  V OoiBysnire.  Tnaniafa  Senerooi  v 
Susaok.  The  Ovob  Surrey  v Ooueester- 
shife  ■dobsslaiw  VJarwickshire  « 
yarisn.«e 

SBCOND  S CHAMPtOKSKIR  |inree 
days  idday.  lUl-  ralOngi  Diirtiam  « 
HampsBirc.  MaUataoBa  Kent  v Bsse*- 
neetwwedi  lAneaeiuro  v Glsmorgoii. 
Nortb  Parrelb  SaifianA  v Leteeswr- 
shire.  nwglayi  Vor^s^ire  v TTarwiAsnire. 
CTHIR  MATCtieS  (tsosy  114)}:  Fae- 
Mpras  Cambrtc^  IPkw  v NctiiaRs  The 
Rarhai  CCerti  Un,»  « ti'i'orss. 


Jacques  Eallis's  catch  at  long- 
on,  provided  the  fibre  of  Som- 
erset’s innings  and  was 
judged  worthy  of  the  Gold 
.Award.  .A  final  fiourisb  by 
Robert  Turner,  with  an  un- 
beaten 30  from  11  hflUg,  in- 
cluding two  baseball  slogs 
over  long-on,  ensured  that  the 
final  over,  frvm  Richard  Fay, 
went  for  20  and  left  Middlesex 
with  a tai^t  of 288. 

It  was  doubly  daunting 
without  Mark  Ramprakash, 
who  was  resting  an  injured 
hamstring,  and  stylishly  as 
Weekes  played,  uiey  were 
never  quite  In  the  hunt. 
Turner  held  two  early 


Ice  Hockey 

Devils  out 
of  Europe 


Vie  BateheMer 


CARDIFF  DEVILS  were 
last  night  told  they  will 
not  be  allowed  to  compete  in 
the  European  league  because 
they  have  failed  to  sign  and 
return  their  contract  within 
the  required  time  limit 
The  league's  management 
board  said  Cardiff  would  be 
replaced  by  Slovan  Bratislava. 

rjrriiff*  bad  been  tnin  their 
2,500  capacity  rink  did  not  meet 
die  required  standard  and  pro- 
posed Manchester’s  Nynex 
Arena  as  an  alternative,  only  to 
discover  it  cost  too  mu^ 

The  Devils  have  upset  the 
British  Ice  Hockey  Associa- 
tion, which  has  been  left  with 
one  representative,  the 
wild  canl  Manchester  Storm. 

Frederick  Meredith,  the 
pTHA  i»esident,  said:  ‘^Ihe  con- 
tinued rejection  of  tons  ifered 
by  the  EHL  based  on  CardiCTs 
noconditional  and  unscdicited 
offer  to  host  games  at  Manches- 
ter pre^^ented  aziy  negotiatiMi  to 
get  SbdDtfd  back  ia” 

Geoff  Sanderson,  Anson 
Carter  and  Mark  Recchi  gave 
Canada  a S-1  win  over  Sweden 
to  level  the  final  series  at  the 
World  Championships  in  Hel- 
sinki last  ni^t.  The  third  and 
deciding  game  is  tooighL 


catches,  Gatting  falling  to  a 
splendid  one-handed  effort, 
the  middle-order  was  undis- 
tinguished and  Weekes’s  77 
from  110  balls  ended  when 
Graham  Rose  held  a running 
catch  at  long-off  off  the  bowl- 
ing of  Michael  Bums. 

In  an  earlier  existence 
Bums  was  a Warwickshire 
reserve  wicketkeeper  but  he 
is  now  undei^ing  such  a 
reinvention  under  Dermot 
Reeve’s  directioii.  as  an  open- 
ing batsman  and  medium- 
pace  bowler,  tbat  it  will  be  no 
surprise  if  he  announces  that 
he  has  just  taught  Shane 
Wame  a new  mystery  ball 


Sailing 

Law  flies  flag 
with  three  wins 


Bob  Fisher 


I^OUR  skippers,  none  oftbem 
British,  had  perfect  score- 
lines  after  the  first  day  of  the 
Rt^al  Limington  Cup.  Of  the 
Britons  only  Chris  Law.  with 
three  wins,  looks  to  have  the 
potential  to  prepress  from  the 
round-robin  stage  to  tomor- 
row's knockK)ut  quarter-finals. 

He  lost  his  opening  matfli  to 

New  Zealand's  Murray  Jones 
but  then  sailed  flawlessly  to 
beat  Brazil’s  Torben  Gratf. 
France’s  Luc  Pillot  and  the 
British  ebampJon  Stuart  Chil- 
derley.  Denmark's  Morten 
HtwiriWgw  tiarf  four  wins  in 
Law's  group  but  Childerley 
could  manage  only  one. 

In  the  other  group  Sweden’s 
Magnus  Holm  berg,  France's 
Thieny  Pepoonet  and  Peter 
Holmb^  of  the  US  Viigin  Is- 
lands had  four  wins.  The 
Olympic  silv^  medallist  John 
Merrid^  in  his  first  major 
match-racing  regatta,  and 
Andy  Green  both  beat  Gei> 
many’s  Markus  Wieser  but 
lost  their  other  races. 

• Andrew  Pflkingfnn-  a crew 
member 'aboard  Heath  Insured 


n in  the  BT  Qobal  Challenge, 
has  acute  appendicitis  and  wlU 
be  put  asbore  on  St  Helena 
today  for  immediate  surgery. 
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Clash  of  personalities . . . Best,  with  rariing  in  the  wings 


moming  training,  will  under- 
take a manorial  or  a coach- 
ing role  at  The  Stoop  after  de- 
nying that  he  is  interested  in 
such  a job.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  the  former  England 
captain’s  influence  in  the 
Quins'  dressing-room  has 
been  significantly  strength- 
oied  after  a long  period  in 
which  he  appeal  to  have 
only  a secondary  interest  in 
playing  for  the  club. 

An  internal  inquiry  con- 


ducted by  Looker  and  the 
chief  executii’e  Donald  Kerr 
was  set  up  last  week  with  the 
aim  of  negotiating  a settle- 
ment between  Best  and  his 
disaffected  players-.  But  the 
squad  remained  Intransigent. 
It  seems  that  Best's  nickname, 
Sulphuric  (as  in  acid),  eventu- 
ally became  an  apt  description 
of  the  players'  own  e.xplosive 
reaction  to  being  asked  to  get 
out  of  bed  and  be  at  the 
ground  tor  lOara  training. 


Llandovery  turn  to 
Moore  in  dispute 
over  promotion 


Robert  Armstrong 


Brian  moore,  the 

scourge  of  Wales  on 
the  field  in  the  early 
Nineties,  could  shortly  face 
the  Welsh'  Rugby  Union  in 
the.  High  Coort  in  a new 
role  as  Llandovery’s  legal 
representative. 

Moore's  bard-hitting 
comments,  once  designed  to 
wind  op  Welsh  internation- 
als, will  now  be  pat  at  the 
service  of  the  Second  Div- 
ision club  who  are  seeking 
a jndicial  review  of  their 
case  for  promotion  to  the 
top  flighL 

The  former  England  and 
Lions  hooker,  an  expert  in 
commercial  llUgatinn  at  his 
Holbom  law  firm  Edward 
Lewis,  believes  the  WRD 
has  a case  to  answer  after 
moving  the  goalposts  on 
promotion  and  relegation 
procedures  by  agreeiiig  in 
mid-season  to  set  up  a new 
eight-club  Premier 
Division. 

As  a result  of  that  deci- 
sion Llandovery  and  Aber- 
avon,  the  top  clubs  In  the 
Second  Division,  were 
forced  to  stay  put  while 
Dunvant  and  CaerpblUy- 
ninth  and  lOtb  in  the  First 


Division,  were  relegated 
with  the  bottom  two  clubs. 

“Brian  Moore's  feeling  is 
that  we  have  grounds  to  be 
aggrieved  and  that  we  have 
grounds  to  seek  a judicial 
review, ••  said  lestyn 
Thomas,  Llandovery's  as- 
sistant coach  yesterday,  “if 
it  goes  ahead  and  we  have  a 
favourable  hearing  it  is  fair 
to  say  that  we  could  end  up 
in  the  High  Court.” 

Gloucester  have  agreed 
new  three-year  contracts 
with  five  of  their  best 
young  players  thanks  to  the 
£2.5  million  investment 
from  the  motor  racing 
tycoon  Tom  Walkinstaaw. 
Richard  Hill,  the  director  of 
rngby,  has  signed  up  the 
booker  Phil  Greening,  the 
fly-half  Mark  Mapletoft. 
the  scrum-half  Scott  Ben- 
ton. the  full-back  Chris  Ca- 
tling and  the  lock  Rob 
Fldler.  All  five  had  been 
taigets  of  rival  clubs. 

Geraint  John,  the  former 
Cardiff  centre,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  replace  Paul 
Turner  as  coach  of  the 
Wales  A team.  Turner.  Bed- 
ford’s director  of  coaching, 
will  concentrate  on  his  club 
commitments  after  losing  a 
promotion  play-oCT  at  Bris- 
tol on  Sunday. 


Wallace  in  Lions  squad  as 
Clohessy  has  to  withdraw 


Paul  Rees 


The  Lions  will  leave  for 
their  tour  of  South  Africa 
on  Saturday  without  the  con- 
troversial Ireland  prop  Peter 
Clohessy.  The  31-year-old  bas 
been  pulled  out  of  the  squad 
with  a recurrence  of  a back 
injury  and  is  rei^ced  by  an- 
other Irishman,  Paul  Wallace 
of  Saracens,  who  gets  the  nod 
ahead  of  England's  Darren 
Garforth. 

The  tight-head  Clohessy 
had  travelled  frnra  .Australia 
to  join  the  Lions  part>'  at 
their  headquarters  in  Wey- 
bridge.  He  injured  bis  back 
playing  for  Queensland  last 
month  and,  despite  being 
passed  fit  by  a doctor  in 
Australia,  was  ruled  out 
yesterday. 

Clohessy,  banned  for  six 
months  last  year  for  stamping  : 
on  France's  Olivier  Roumat, 
was  not  picked  by  Ireland  last 
season  but  the  Lions  manager 
Fran  Cotton  believed  he  was 
just  the  sort  of  uncompromis- 
ing forward  needed  on  tbe  ar- 
duous  tour  of  South  Africa. 
Cotton  said  yesterday:  "There 
must  be  no  question  about  the 
fitness  of  any  of  the  35-man 
squad.” 

A dlstna>’ed  Clohessy  will 
now  return  to  Queensland 
where  he  is  under  contract 
until  the  end  of  July. 

Garath  Archer  yesterday 
became  the  third  England 
lock  to  withdraw  from  the 
tour  to  Argentina.  The  New- 
castle forward  bas  been  told 
he  needs  six  weeks  to  rest  a 
neck  injury. 

Etoglud,  who  meet  at  Bi- 


sham .Abbey  today,  yesterday 
replaced  Martin  Bayfield  and 
John  Fowler  with  Danny 
Grewcock  of  Coventry'  and 
Sale's  Dave  Baldwin.  Jack 
Rowell  may  pick  either  the 
Bath  lock  Nigel  Redman  or 
Leicester's  Matt  Poole  as 
Archer's  replacement  for  the 
16-match  tour.  England  lea\’e 
on  Sunday. 

Sid  Going,  tlie  former  All 
Black  scrum-halL  has  api^ed 
for  the  job  of  coaching  direc- 
tor at  Bridgend.  Going, 
capped  28  times  between  1967 
and  1977,  has  e.xtensive  coach- 
ing experience  with  North- 
land In  New  Zealand  and  res- 
ponded to  an  advertisement 
by  the  Welsh  Premier  Div- 
ision club, 

“We  have  been  in  touch 
with  Sid  through  his  agent 
and  hope  to  fiy  him  to  Wales 
for  talks,”  said  Derrick  Ring, 
the  Bridgend  chairman. 
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SAMPRAS  AND  CHANG  FALL  IN  THE  FIRST  ROUND 


Stephen  Bieriey  in  Rome  sees  the  British  No.  1 make  a shaky 
start  to  his  comeback  on  a day  of  shocks  at  the  Italian  Open 

Henman  safe 
as the top 
two  topple 


The  Tim  Henman 
bandwagon,  having 
been  brought  to  an 
abrupt  halt  by  his 
elbow  operation  in  March, 
rolled  forward  again,  a touch 
rustily,  at  the  Foro  Italico  yes- 
terday afternoon  when  So- 
berto  Carretero,  his  Spanish 
first-round  opponent  retired 
'm  the  third  set  having  miser- 
ably squandered  three  match 
points. 

This  was  hardly  the  Hen- 
mania  as  Wimbie^ii,  Flush- 
ing Meadow  and  Melbourne 
have  known  it  There  were  no 
Union  Jacks  and  no  wailing, 
banshee  screams  of  “Come  on 
Tim".  Inde^  the  day's  real 
excitement  happened  on  the 
main  court  where  the  top  two 
seeds  Pete  Sampras  and 
Michael  Chang,  who  are  also 
the  top  tVi’o  in  the  ATP  rank- 
ings. were  beaten  at  the  first 
time  of  asking,  the  only  time 
this  has  happened  in  Italian 
Open  history. 

Chang  went  out  6-3,  6-^  to 
the  Argentinian  Hernan 
Gumy  while  Sampras  was 
soundly  beaten  7-6,  6-4  by 
Jim  Courier,  his  unshed  fel- 
low American.  Two  weeks 
ago  Sampras  lost  his  opening 
match  in  the  Monte  Carlo 
Open  and  two  back-to-back 
defeats  hardly  bode  well  for 
his  chances  In  file  French 
Open,  which  starts  on  Mon- 
day week  and  is  the  only 
Grand  Slam  tournament  he 
has  Called  to  win. 

Despite  Carretero’s  own 
wretched  form  of  the  past  12 
months,  Henman  was  under- 
standably equivocal  about  his 
chances  here.  He  has  next  to 
no  experience  on  clay  and  no 
amount  of  practice  could  pre- 
pare him  fiiUy  fbr  yesterd^’s 
return  to  competitive  pUy . 

So  when  the  Spaniard,  at 
6-4, 6-7  and  2-0  down,  stood  at 
the  net  and  proffered  his 
band,  Henman  grabbed  it 
with  alacrity.  Carretero  had 


signalled  late  in  the  second 
set  that  his  left  leg  was  trou- 
bling him,  although  it  was  not 
particularly  obvious.  The  real 
problem,  however,  was 
within  the  ccmfines  of  his 
mind,  where  the  demons  of 
insecurity  were  performing 
an  unending,  whirling  dance. 

At  6-4,  S-4  he  had  three 
chartces  tO  hammer  Wanmati 
hard  into  the  red  clay  but  his 
nerves  were  blood  raw:  it  is 
never  an  enjoyable  si^t  to 
see  a sportsman  suffer  that 
way.  Henman,  to  his  credit 
took  foil  advantage  in  an  ex- 
traordin^  game  which  last- 
ed 18  minutes  and  ccmtained 
eight  deuces. 

Carretero,  a year  younger 


There  were  no 
Union  Jacks 
and  no  wailing, 
banshee 
screams  of 
‘Come  on  Tim’ 


Jim  White 


Zola  wears  a 
yellow  pully 
- and  that’s 
on the record 

Those  who  labour  under 
the  expectation  that  for- 
eigners are  geneticahy 
predisp^ed  to  dress  better 
than  us  vrill  be  shodsed  to  see 
the  video  of  the  Chels^  FA  Cup 
final  song.  There,  looking 
about  as  comfortable  as  your 
dad  at  a disco.  In  the  middle  of 
the  standard  horseplay  which 
marks  this  unique  sporting 
ritual  isGian&anco  Zola.  Foot- 
baller the  Year. 

He  is  wearing  the  kind  cf 
casual  knitwear  you  generally 
only  encounter  on  Saturday 
morning  regulars  at  fite  ga^n 
centre.  An  energetic  primrose 
colour,  Zola's  wooQy  Ims,  at  a 
stroke,  undone  ah  that  careful 


than  Henman,  shot  to  sudden 
and  short-lived  prominence 
last  year  when  he  became  the 
first  qualifier  to  win  a Mer- 
cedes Super  9 event  He  was 
then  ranked  No.  143  hut  imex- 
pectedly  trivonphed  in  the 
Hamburg  tournament  after 
previously  winning  only  10 
ATP  matches. 

This  vaulted  the  Spaniard, 
who  looks  as  if  be  trains  on 
bottles  of  San  Miguel,  to  a 
career-hi^  S9.  but  since  then 
he  has  managed  just  two 
wins,  one  last  week,  and  had 
plunged  down  to  334.  Having 
watched  him  crumple  so 
badly  against  Henman  it  was 
easy  to  see  why  his  foil  has 
been  so  dramatic. 


work  undertaken  by  the  likes 
of  Jamie  Redknapp  and  Ian 
Wci^t  torelocatethefoot- 
bellOT  culturally  as  a foshion 
forerunner.  In  future  years  it 
win  be  seen  as  a defining  item 
of  appar^  Popular  historians 
rewind  and  chuckle;  cf 
course,  they  win  say.  in  the  late 
Ninnies  footballers  favoured 
ydlow  tones. 

Itere  is  one  point  in  the  Zola 
pnily*s  favour,  fiiough:  it  is  a lot 
more  stylish  than  the  video  it 
decwa^  But  then  whaFs 
new?  Fu- 25  years  FA  Cup  final 
songs  have  be«i  part  of  the 
rhythm  of  the  sporting  calen- 
dar, the  mtisical  equi^ent  of 
thatfirstsnlffofhayfover— 
items  so  forgettable  that,  as  yeL 
only  one  has  been  pi^ed  on 
Desert  foland  Discs. 

That  was  the  first  Chelsea's 
Blue  Is  Ihe  Coloar,  intoned — 
sung  would  be  the  wrong  word 
— by  Osgood.  Hanls.  Bonetti 
and  ^hiimg,  and  selected  by 
David  Baddlti  to  take  with  him 
Into  exile.  StrlcUy  speaking 
this  was  not  an  FA  Cup  final 
at  alt  Indeed  It  hit  its  peak 
of  No.  S in  the  charts  in  Febru- 
ary 1972.  U appeared  to  have 
been  recordedfornootherpur- 
pose  fitan  to  raise  a few  bob  for 
fha»  other  time-drenched  foot- 
balling tradtttan,  the  players' 
pooL 

Hiis  last  sideofibct  of  clubs 
issuing  pop  songs  did  not  pas 
unnoticed  among  Cbdsea's 
peers.  Thus,  in  1972,  Deeds 
marked  tbetr  appearance 


Any  other  Spaniard  of  the 
current  crop,  of  which  there 
are  no  less  than  12  in  the  top 
100.  would  surely  have  pol- 
ished Henman  in  short 
order.  Carretero  was  under- 
standably uncertain,  setting 
up  winning  situations  and 
then  squandering  the  points 
by  being  either  over-cautious 
or  too  aggressive. 

Numerous  forehands  sailed 
way  out  beyond  the  baseline, 
while  Henman's  first  serve, 
normally  bis  most  potent 
weapon,  steadfastly  refused  to 
function.  Carretero  did  not 
have  to  play  particularly  well 
to  win  that  first  set  and,  as 
the  second  unfolded,  there 
seemed  little  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  Henman,  like  Gr^ 
Rusedski  had  done  the  preyi- 
ous  day,  would  not  say  a swift 
unwederci  Roma. 

Henman  frittered  three 
break  points  on  the  Span- 
iard's serve  when  he  to 
level  at  4-4;  and  he  admitted 
afterwards  that  at  that  point 
he  believed  his  chance  had 
gone  beyond  recall.  Then 
came  Carretero's  dreadful  col- 
lapse of  volition.  He  thought 
he  had  won  the  first  match 
point  but  hJs  passing  shot  was 
clearly  out  The  effect  «ras 
devastating. 

With  the  score  now  at  5-5 
Henman  held  his  own  serve 
with  the  ease  of  a man  who 
knew  his  opponent  was  out  on 
his  feet  Carretero  won  only 
one  more  point,  none  on  tus 
serve,  before  waving  the 
white  flag. 

‘T  was  pretty  quick  to  shake 
his  hand,"  said  Henman,  who 
will  next  play  Davlde  Scala. 
an  Italian  who  is  ranked  out- 
side file  top  200.  But  fills  wQl 
matter  not  one  jot  Any  match 
against  an  Italian  here  is  a 
raucous  jamboree.  'Tm  look- 
ing forward  to  it"  Henman 
said  wttb  a grin. 


back  on  song,  page  14  I Throo^  by  tefoult ...  Henman,  hls  ri^t  elbow  Strapped,  during  his  hoUow  victory  against  Carretero  cuvE  brunskiu. 


Juninho 
ready 
to  say 
farewell 
to  Boro 

John  WarcUe  and 
Russell  Thomas  on 

a Brazilian  poser 


JUNINHO  yesterday 
gave  the  .strongest  indi- 
cation yet  ihnt  his  ap- 
pearance at  Werobtey  In 
Saturday's  FA  Cup  final 
will  be  hi.v  la.st  for 
Middlesbrough- 
On  the  day  he  was  named 
Boro’s  Player  of  the  Year 
the  insplratiODal  BraxlUan 
suggest^  he  had  to  put  am« 
bition,  especlnlly  with  his 
country,  ahead  of  the  rele- 
gated club's  needs  next  sea- 
son. Staying  in  the  Pre- 
miership, he  said,  "was 
more  Important  than  win- 
ali%  the  FA  Cup’*. 

The  World  Cup  finals  in 
France  ne.vt  year  are  his 
clear  priority.  "In  Hrazi! 
there  are  new  players  coin- 
ing ever>'  month.  It's  very 
important  for  me  to  play  in 
the  national  team."  he  said. 

Juninho  added:  "1  hove 
to  think  of  my  career.  I’m 
still  young:  I have  to  do 
what  is  best  for  me."  A Con- 
tinental club  may  provide 
the  right  stage,  althmigh  a 
move  to  a Premiership 
pow'er  Manchester  Unit- 
ed's Alex  Ferguson  Is  an 
avid  admirer  ■—  cannot  be 
ruled  out. 

He  appeared  ro  be  prepar- 
ing his  farewells.  “If  I leave 
Middlesbrough,  I will  miss 
the  supporters  and  all  the 
friends  I have  made  here. 
The  snppoiters  have  been 
with  us  in  the  bad  momt- nts 
and  we  will  tr>'  to  win  the 
Cup  for  them.” 

He  Is  devastated  by  rele- 
gatioa.  came  here  to  help 
Middicsbroui^  Win  things 
and  I never  thought  we 
could  go  down.  I'm  ver>'  up- 
set. I can't  believe  so  many 
good  players  here  will  be  in 
Division  One  next  season." 

Joninbo  has  two  years, 
left  on  his  contract  and  will 
have  talks  with  Boro*s 
manager  Bryan  Robson 
after  Wembley.  But  the 
Brazilian’s  wor^  suggest  a 
parting  of  the  ways  is  in 
both  parties’  interest. 


against  Arsenal  by  releasing  a 
soQg  of  their  own.  As  befitted 
their  fiin-ffee  approach  it  was 
called  simp^  Le^  United.  In- 
cidentally, in  1992,  to  show  that 
the  dub  oiade  a speciality  of  file 
no-nonsense,  the  EUand  Road 
lads  released  Leeds,  Deeds. 
Leeds  to  mark  winning  the 
league  title.  It  was  uot  a oig 
seDer  in  Manchester,  Manches- 
ter, Manchester. 

Alter  Don  Revie's  men  had 
shown  the  way.  it  became  tradi- 
tional for  FA  Cup  QnaUsts  to 
step  into  the  studio,  assault  an 
innocent  song  and  suhse- 
guoitly  embarrass  themselves 
on  Top  of  the  Pops.  In  the  inter- 
vening years  16  football  dubs 
have  bad  a total  oT42  diart  hits. 

At  the  top  oTtbe  league,  just 
ahi^  of  Ibttenbam  and  Liver- 
pooL  are  Manchester  United, 
with  six  hits,  induding  the  cnly 
dub  release  to  reach  Na  L 
Come  On  You  Reds  in  1994.  This 
item  also  scrambled  to  the  top 
hi  Denmartc.  presumably  ato 
being  bought  in  bulk  by  mem- 
bers of  the  extended  Schmet- 
chel  fomlly.  There  win  be  no 
other  l<^cal  e^mlanatlon. 

That  year,  too.  Chelsea 
re-entered  the  charts 
with  their  own  Wembley 
souvenir,  tbe  confident  No 
One  Can  Stop  Us  Now.  Ap^ 
from  Eric  Cantona  and  a 4-0 
tonking  it  was  about  right 
In  the  genre's  silver  jubilee 
year  it  is  good  to  see  a new 
name  enter  the  frame.  This 


week  Middlssbraugh  w31  join 
Nottingham  Forest  Everton. 
West  Ffom.  Crystal  Palace.  Cov- 
entry. Fulham  and  Brighton  in 
tbe  select  list  of  one-hit  won- 
ders. Wbata  consolation  after 
iasf  Sunday  it  must  be  for  Boro 
fans  lo  imow  their  dub  has 
joined  the  same  company  as 
Britton,  wbose  Boys  lo  Tbe 
Brlgh  (cm  Blue  reached  Na  66 
on  May  28. 1983,  about  25  places 
higher  than  file  Seagulls  man- 
in  the  League  this  year. 

Written  and  perform^  by 
Chris  Rea,  Boro's  Let's  Dance 
fits  snugly  Into  fiie  new  trend 
among  footl^  songs,  the  intru- 
sion of  the  celebrity  foo.  As 
BaddieL  Skinner  «id  Broudie 
proved  last  summer,  big  names 
shift  big  usuts.  Hence  Chelsea 
have  invitedafoce  tofront 
their  enteiprise:  Suggs.  Called 
Blue  Day.his  effort  isabomage 
to  tbe  B^tles  and  therefore  in- 
dudes lots  cellos  and  singing 
through  inverted  bailers. 

But  it  does  not  Indude  either 
Mark  Hugto.  who  learned 
frvmi  experience  of  these  occa- 
sions at  Old  Trafford  to  tweak  a 
hamstring  on  the  day  of  record- 
ing. nor  Ruud  GufilL  who  just 
knew  by  Instinct  Zc^  is  there, 
thniigh  melting  into  the  back- 
grou^  and  looking  as  iffae 
wished  Ite  were  tm  the  first 
fUgbt  to  Sardinia  Indeed,  so 
shy  is  he,  if  his  mum  had  not 
insisted  be  wrap  up  warm  in 
that  jumper  she  knitted  him  for 
Christmas,  we  would  not  even 
have  notfoed  be  was  there. 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,963 


Set  by  Mercury 


Across 


1  Has  spoken  of  a back 
doctor's  venture  ^ 

4  For  example.  Caprioom 
subject  found  the  Sixth  of 
JanuEvy  (6) 

9  impcessGeoiye  and  Jack 

W) 

10  Treat  actor  to  earthenware 
(10) 


11  Gathering  5096  of  many  in 
field  (6) 

12  Danger  being  Involved,  Jo 
prayed  (8) 

13  Favourite  Old  weapon  first 
used  in  bad  temper  (9) 

15  Bread  container,  sort  of 
square,  poorly  made  (4) 

15  PrevoKeo1dcof^)erby 
fighting  back  (4) 


17  Lent  maids  switches  to  take 
apart  (9) 

21  Fellow  I visit  endlessly  in 
army  unit  (8) 

22  Channing  volunteers  With  a 
ruler  (6) 

24  Stray  corgi  needs  to  be 
identified  (10) 

25  HollyhasaFrerx^hislartdto 
cross  (4) 

26  Plan  to  say  article  lost 
support  (6) 

27  is  inquisitive  arrd  a model 
tether^) 

Down 


1 Something  secreted  by  a 
sick  moorhen  (7) 

2 Some  gaze  bravely  at 
animal  (5j 

3 Gunbarrelinadreular 

buikfing  (7j 

5 Man  needs  key  when 
entering  grounds  (6) 

6 Quietly  helping  old  boy  in 
trial  period  (9) 

7 Name  student  taking  notice 
of  fortress  (7) 

8 Ran  it  to  include  second 
shower?  (13) 

14  Those  seeking  peace  dislike 
admittirrg  love  at  one  (9} 

16  Car  parking  areas  outside 
back  door  of  dubs?  (7) 

18  BeasOy  opponent  turns  to 
drama(7) 


>-=•* — I I 

CROSSWORD  SOUmON  20, 

19  Clement  turned  up  in  the 
Spanish  hospital 
department^ 

20  Cook  In  cafe  getting 
betrothed  (6) 

23  Note  strike-breaker 
retummg  one  taken  from 
canteen?  (5) 


Soltitton  tomorrow 

® Stuck?  Then  cifl  our  sokiiiw 
on  esfti  aaa  zsa.  ceia  cast  s 
per  mmito  or  jll  times.  Service  si 
{rteCby  ATS 
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More  news,  more  facts,  more  fun.  ^ 


i reaK*<goy : 


UneOne,  the  new  UK  Internet  service  from  BT  and  News  International,  Is  designed  just  for  you, 
but  has  something  for  everyone. 

Exclushre  UK  content;  Induding  nOws  and  sport  from  Sky  and  the  UK^  top  newspapers,  local  'Whatk  On'  listings,  forums, 
computer  games  and  reference  Information. 

Fa«t  and  easy  Intemet  access  with  BTs  award-winning  Internet  network.  Plus  LineOne^  unique  Intelligent  Agent,  AJ,  will 
show  you  arourKf. 

unlimited  to  UneOne  and  the  Internet,  for  just  £14.95  per  month,  including  5 e-mail  addresses  for  you  and  your 

family.  So  you  don't  have  to  pay  by  the  hour. 

Now  you  can  try  UneOne  for  free. 

6 One  month's  free  membership. 

6 10  hours'  free  access  to  UneOne  and  the  Internet. 
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www.UneOne.nat  T 


Coll  for  your  free  software  paqic 
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